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Abstract

Since the advent of modern timesthe importance of the
university has been increasing with each passing day as has been
the attention given to the university.Unfortunately,this does not
necessarily mean the synchronous improvement on the environment
of its survival and development.The great expansion of higher
education in contemporary China in terms of volume and scale has
not led to the raise of the corresponding level and quality of her
higher education at the same time, either. Instead, the phenomena
and various changes taking place in the course of survival and
development of the contemporary universities and colleges in China
are still causing anxiety.One of the root causes lies in that there
exists many a contradiction among the relationships of the
university with the government and the society and the
relationships as they are manifested are extremely far from ideal.
The relationships are intuitively expressed as too strong a
monopoly and control over the univessity and too much
permeation and intervention in the university by society while the
communication and interaction among the three are inadequate.
Their roles and positions relative to each other are neither rational
nor equal,resulting in the missing of the character of subject and
the weakening of the ability of self—development on the part of
the university,which triggers a series of contradictions and crises in
the course of survival and development of the university.Based on
an in—depth analysis of the causes of such a malady,it is pointed
out that the main factors that contribute to the unfavorable
conditions for survival and development of contemporary
universities and colleges in China are the lack in the academic
tradition of self~government and freedom, the overemphasis of the

political—tinted genes in scholarship and the growth of a university,
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the over —biased orientation to material gain in the choice of
culture and value,and an environment that provides relatively weak
protection of institutionalization.

On the basis of the discussion on the status quo,the
conventional methods for studying the relationships among the
university and the government and the society are reviewed and
the three major basic concepts of the normal methods are summed
up, namely,the university should enjoy a high degree of autonomy
and freedom;government control and social intervention are
theoretically rational and inevitable in the real world; self —
government, freedom and control and intervention should all be
within necessary  “bounds” and every effort should be made to
attain a  balance among them. At the same time, the basic
expounding framework of the conventional methods and their
three major contributions are described,namely,the development of
a set of conceptual systems,the formation of a series of basic
concepts,and the provision of methods for tentative solution of
problems as well as three major limitations,namely,isolated emphasis
of the university for its own sake,lack of awareness of systems, and
not strong enough operability. Hence the new field of vision for
investigations on these issues. The unique analysis as made in this
paper is also treated, which consists in adopting the Taoist concept
of “governing by doing nothing that goes against nature” the
complex systems and the political doctrines of their self—organizing
theory and balance through decentralization,laying the theoretical
foundation for a new analytical insight. Then,in the new field of
vision,specific description of the system of relations formed among
the university,the government and the society is made and it is

pointed out that it is a complicated trinity —like system and
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objective reality that is independent of the subjective will of a
researcher.In this system,not only are the university,the government
and society independent of one another,but also they are
interdependent and mutually constrained while surviving and
prospering side by side.Under an ideal condition of relationships,the
government should be limited,society should be open,and the
university should be autonomous.

Finally, the genuine solution for the rclationships among the
university,  the government and the society is discussed.It is
believed that if the relationships among the three are to be well
adjusted, it is first of all important to firmly revive and vigorously
foster and develop the awareness of the university as the subject,
including the fostering of the initiative and creativity of a
university, defining the mission of a university itself and abiding by
the principle of opening up while emphasizing the uniqueness and
irreplaceability of the university and reminding it to constantly
review the conditions for its survival. In the meantime, in order
to ensure that the character of subject of a university will be
restored and developed so that its status and position  in the
trinity system of relations will become balanced, it is necessary to
establish the modern university system to provide the healthy
development of the university with the essential and persistent
securities for the institutional environment. To this end, practical
ways of setting up and perfecting the university system are
discussed in the light of the specific actual conditions, including
work on the continuity of historical evolution, enhancement of
fine traditions, improving and perfecting laws, rules and regulations,
and raising the intellectual and cultural level of society so that the

modern university system will be established on an even higher
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and more stable societal platform.

Keywords: university; government; society;
system of relations;

course of survival and development
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