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Unit 1
Child Education

Pre-reading Study

Get yourself familiar with the following words and expressions.

academic adj. FAR&G;FE L&
potential adj. #2644 # %W
taint ve. 1E /8B E % E

-espouse vt. 117, , K%

peer n. Bl ¥, B %, tk4k

navigate vt. AAT T AKE

diversity n. %%, 344

stunt vt. X A RR; [LAF
endeavor n. ¥ 75 ,%H
commitment n. &Kif; (AK2) X%‘

assessment n. FEH

-
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Should You Homeschool Your Child?
' Paul D. Houston

In our complex and often unpredictable world, homeschooling
allows parents to control the social and academic development of
their children. But is homeschooling right for your family? Will
homeschooling allow your child to develop the academic and social
skills necessary for success and happiness in life?

For homeschooling to succeed, you must make extraordinary
efforts to assure that the complex needs of your child are met. Even
if parents meet the academic needs of the child, tl}ey may not be
able to provide the crucial social interaction that formal schools
provide. Before deciding to homescﬁodl, you need to consider both
its risks and potential benefits. ,

Although one-on-one instruction from a loved one can greatly
benefit a student, potential problems exist. Many parents choose to
homeschool out of concern for what their children might be taught or
exposed to in a formal school setting. Many parents want to ensure
that their children learn values that agree with their own and that
their children will not be tainted by other views. Some educators
regard this type of protection as unrealistic and potentially harmful to
the child.

Children grow up to live in the real world — a world made up
of many different views espoused by many different people.
Interaction with peers from diverse backgrounds prepares children to
confront these differences with understanding and strength. Formal

schools allow young people to learn to navigate the sometimes-
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troubled waters that social diversity creates.

Many educators also believe that the -ability to interact with
people outside the family is necessary for success -and. happiness .in
life. Students naturally gain skills of interaction in the classrooms,
playgrounds:, and cafeterias of formal schools. Unless parents who
homeschool make significant. efforts to create. socidl situations for
interaction with children outside the family, parents run the risk of
stunting their children’s: development of the social skills necessary in
our increasingly complex society. : ‘ ‘ ’

.Homeschooling often ‘produces impressive results in acadeinic
performance. 1 The benefits arise from ‘the one-on-One attention it
provides the student and from the fact that many parents who
preséntly homeschool have teaching preparation or:experience.

Problems may potentially arise when parents are unprepared or
unablé to devote the time, effort, or skills necessary to.carry éut the
teacher’s role. ‘

Students may face difficulties in future educational endeavors if
the homeschooling curriculum is not -aligned with formal school
curriculum. Preparation: for college admission is a significant. chore
that you should take into-account when you consider homeschooling.

" The. potential benefits and risks of homeschooling are presently
difficult to measure due to the lack of comprehensive studies and
research data. .

Several valid arguments support homeschooling under ideal
circumstances. Learning at home allows ong-on-one instruction that
is not pdssible in formal.schools. Although professional educators
devote their careers to :students; they cannot equal the kind of
unconditional commitment to the long-term development. of a child
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provided By most parents. Parents who are willing to invest great
personal effort in their children’s education can be quite effective in
homeschooling. their children. - | )

Many parents who presently homeschool have sufficient time
and training to benefit their children. Their children might benefit
academically. It is also quite possible that flexible approaches to
learning, which are a part of homeschooling, might hold some
lessons for formal schools in how ‘tomake learning’ more-meaningful
to children. Most parents do not possess the hecessary time, ‘skills,
and resources to meet the complex developmental needs of children
on their own. If you consider homeschooling, ‘you should make an
honest assessment of the necessary sacrifices. Even if you do
possess the resources, consider whether you could provide adequate
opportunity for social interaction .outside the family.

While the debate over homeschooling remains clouded, one
thing is very clear — homeschobling'is not for everyone. It is a
personal choice that must be backed by deep personal commitment
on the part of parents and -children. And when that commitment is
made,. the rest of society must hope. that it includes a. commitment to
teaching children to live in the bigger world.

Adapted from Microsoft ® Encarta ® Reference Library 2004.
© 1993-2003

(677 words)

After-reading Activities

I. Decide whether the following statements are true or false.
1.. Homeschooling can greatly help develop the academic as well
.as social skills a child needs:
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2. Educators encourage parents to protect their children from the
influence of the society.
3. It is easier for schools than parents to create social interactions
~ for children to develop their social skills.
4. Since the society is increasingly. complex, homeschooling can
keep children in a more pure, simpler and more beneficial

situation.

5. Students with home schooling will definitely have trouble
getting college admission.

6. One-on-one instruction at home is what the students can hardly
get from formal school.

7. A child may make much better academic progress than he does
at a public school.

8. The author holds quite a positive point of view towards

homeschooling.

II. Complete the following passage by filling in the blanks with

the words given below.

% - authors education from impression

4;9 knowledge less pupils scarce

2\@ schools which %
= @N@N@W@@@@M@@@@@@\g

When his father could spare him 1 chores, Lincoln

attended an ABC school. Such 2 were held in log
cabins, and often the teachers were barely more educated than
their 3 . Including a few weeks at a similar school in

Kentucky, Lincoln had 4 than one full year of formal

5 in his entire life.
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Abe’s stepmother encouraged his quest for 6 . At
an early age he could read, write, and do simple arithmetic.
Books were 7 on the Indiana frontier, but besides the
family Bible, 8 Lincoln knew well, he was able to
read the classical 9 Aesop, John Bunyan, and Daniel
Defoe, as well as Mason Locke Weems’s Life and Memorable
Actions of George Washington. This biography of George
Washington made a lasting 10 on Lincoln, and he
made the ideals of Washington and the founding fathers of the
United States his own.

III. Answer the following questions.

1. What are the advantages and disadvarntages of homeschooling
children?

2. What are required of parents if they homeschool their
children?

3. Should children be protected from' the different influences of
the society? '

4. Will you choose to homeschool your children? Why or why

not?

Pre-reading Questions : -
1. Why are parents important in shaping children’s moral standard?
2. What mode of parenting is good for children’s moral growth?
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1

Teach Your Children Well

For most children, parents are the original source of moral &
guidance. Psychologists (/(>P2#3 ) such as Diana Baumrind of the
University of California at Berkeley have shown that “ authoritative
(G PUR I, AT §ERY) " parenting facilitates ( B , f2 # ) children’s
inoral growth more surely than either “permissive (i #; 58 &
f)” or “authoritarian” parenting. The authoritative mode
establishes ¢onsistent family rules and firm limits but also encourages
operi discussion and clear communication to explain and, Wwhen
justified, .revise the rules. In contrast, the permissive mode avoids
rules entirely ; the authoritarian mode irregularly eénforces rules at the
parent’s whim — the “because I said so” approach.

Although permissive and authoritarian parenting seem like
opposites, they actually tend to produce -similar patterns of poor self-
control and low social responsibility in children. Neither mode
presents children with the realistic expectations and structured
guidance that challenge them to expand their moral horizons. Both
can foster( £ F ) habits — such as feeling that mores come from the
outside — that could inhibit the development of a moral identity ( [
37 E4}). In this way, moral or immoral conduct during adulthood
often has roots in childhood experience.

As children grow, they are increasingly exposed ( & £ ) to
influences beyond the family. In most families, however, the
parent-child relationship remains. primary as long as the child lives at
home. A parent’s comment on a raunchy (K4 ) music lyric (§71&
##) or a blood-drenched (2% [l #Y ) video.usually will stick with a
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child long after the media experience has faded. In fact, if salacious
(H R, 2% K9 ) or violent media programming: opens the door to
responsible parental feedback, the benefits can far outweigh ( 3,
 581%) the harm. :

' One of the most influential things parents can do is to encourage
the right kinds of peer( [5]5¥,{kf¥)relations. Interactions with peers can
spur moral growth by showing children the conflict between their
preconceptions ( Fl ) and social, reahty During the debates about
dividing the chocolate, some of our subjects seemed to pick up new —
and more informed — ideas about justice. In a follow-up study, we
confirmed that the peer debate had heightened their awareness of the
rights of others. Children who participated actively in the débate, both
expressing their opinions and listening to the viewpoints of others, were
especially likely to benefit.

In adolescence ( & 4F # ) ; peer interactions are crucial in
forging a self-identity. To be sure, this process often plays out. in
cliquish (35 FfER 0 ;/NERIB) social behavior: as a means of
defining and. shoring up the sense of self, kids will seek out like-
minded peers and spurn others who seem foreign. But when kept
within reasonable bounds, the in-group clustering generally evolyes
into a more mature friendship pattern. What can parents do in the
meantime to fortify ( fill3f , I8 i€ ) a teenager who is bearing the brunt
of isolation or persecution( i3 ) ? The most important message they
can give is that cruel behavior reveals something about the
perpetrator rather than about- the victim. If this. advice helps the
youngster tesist taking the treatment personally, the period of
persecution will pass without leaving any psychological scars.

Some psychologists, taking a sociological approach, .are



