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1. Pharaoh’s Curse
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» Pharaoh’s Curse (3% :#£&6é538 7

The mist fails to lift on Pharach Tutankhamun,
the boy king who ruled Egypt for a short nine years
from 1336 ~ 1327 BC. Tutankhamun was all of 18
years old when he died mysteriously. No one knows
how Pharaoh Tutankhamun died. It has been specula-
ted for long that King Tutankhamun was assassinated
and records of his existence wiped out. His early
death and absence of records fuelled this school of
thought.

One of the most important archeological finds of
all time, King Tutankhamun’s tomb was discovered in
1923 by Howard Carter, a British Egyptologist, who
was convinced that King Tutankhamun’s grave lay un-
discovered somewhere in the Valley of Kings in Lux-
or, Egypt. He was financed in his expedition by Lord
Carnarvon, himself an ailing gentleman keen on
Egyptology . '
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According to legend which has been strongly contested, the tomb raiders broke the long sleep of
the Pharaoh, setting a deadly curse in motion. The day he hit upon the tomb, Howard Carter returned
home to find that his canary was swallowed by a cobra. His servant wailed at the Pharaoh’s Curse,
since the canary was supposed to have led the explorer to the tomb, and a cobra and a vulture were
supposed to be Tutankhamun’s protectors. The cobra was supposed to be the pretector of the tomb.

The tomb was intact and contained an amazing collection of treasures including a stone sarcopha-
gus. The sarcophagus contained three gold coffins nested within each other. Inside the final one was the
mummy of the boy-king, Pharaoh Tutankhamun.

It was reported that Carter’ s native diggers saw hieroglyphics inside the tomb, above
Tutankhamun’s body, which warned of death to the intruders. Apparently, Howard Carter had a tough
time keeping the scared grave diggers together. But these reports are believed to have been signifi-
cantly embellished by the newspapers of the day who cooked up stories to sell the paper.
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Be that as it may, the fact remains that Lord Carnarvon died soon thereafter. He died of an infec-
ted mosquito bite, which later became pneumonia and claimed his life. When he died, the lights went
out in Cairo. This is agreed to even by those who contest the Curse of Tutankhamun. At the moment of
his death, his pet dog howled pitifully and turned over and died, in faraway London. This is also repor-
ted, but there is no actual confirmation or denial of this event.

Death of Carnarvon was only the start. A string of deaths followed. Many of those associated with
the grave-digging succumbed to unnatural causes, giving currency to
the Curse Theory. The newspapers cof the day speculated that such
eerie events were caused by the curse, an evil which Lord Carnar-
von and Howard Carter had unleashed. Two days after Carnarvon’s
death, the mummy of Pharaoh Tutankhamun was examined and a
blemish was found on his left cheek exactly in the position of the
mosquito bite on Carnarvon's face.
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Soon after, archaeologist Arthur Mace who was
part of the expedition, went into a coma and died
soon afterwards, baffling everyone. The deaths con-
tinued. Carnarvon’s friend, George Gouid, trekked
to Egypt when he learned of Carnarvon's fate. Before
leaving, he looked in at the tomb. The next day, he
collapsed with a high fever; twelve hours later he
was dead. Radiologist Archibald Reid, a man who
used X-ray techniques to determine the age and pos-
sible cause of death of Tutankhamun, was sent back
to England after complaining of exhaustion. He died
soon after landing.

Carnarvon’ s secretary Richard Bethell died of

heart failure four months after the tomb was opened.
The chain of deaths continued. Joel Wool, a leading
British industrialist visited the tomb and was dead a
few months later from a fever which doctors could not
comprehend.

Lord Carnarvon’ s half-brother apparently took
his own life while temporarily insane, and a further 21
people connected in some way with the dig, were ai-
so dead. Of the original tomb raiders, excavation,
only Howard Carter lived to a ripe old age, dying in
1939 from natural causes.
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Rationalists argue that more people from Howard Carter’s expedition died of natural causes than
any curse. In fact, a vast section of scientists too rule out any possibility of any curse. Gotthard Kram-
er, in 1999, analysed 44 mummies and asserted that dormant spores and molds lying hidden in the tomb
for thousands of years could have suddenly come to life on receiving fresh air and light.

Now, across millennia, Tutankhamun’s Curse has come back to haunt. Egyptologist Zahi Hawass,
who supervised the first CT scan of the mummy of the boy pharaoh Tutankhamun this week, said the ex-
perience suggested it might be unwise to write off the legendary “curse of the pharachs”.

“| cannot dismiss the legend of the curse because today many things happened. We almost had an
accident in a car, the wind blew up in the Valley of the Kings and the computer of the CT scan was
completely stopped for two hours, " Hawass said in videotaped remarks. An Egyptian team carried out
the CT scan in the Valley of the Kings near the southern town of Luxor on January 6, 2005 evening.
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Hawass, well known around the world for his enthusiastic television appearances in documentaries
on ancient Egypt, has previously spoken about spooky experiences he has had while excavating tombs
and taking mummies out of sarcophagi. “I think we should still betieve in the curse of the Pharaohs,” he
says.

The ancient tomb opened by Howard Carter in 1923 still remains a mystery. Pharaoh Tutankham-
un’'s CT scan results are expected only in four weeks. Its result may throw light on the boy king’s un-
timely death — and his unknown life. But the bigger secret remains impenetrable: is Tutankhamun’s
Curse for real? 3,500 years after the young Pharach died of mysterious reasons, the mist fails to lift.
Tutankhamun lives. 4
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2. The Mystery of Pyramids
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»The Mystery of Pyramids( & 37 #& & i )

The Great Pyramid of Khufu, the largest in Egypt, is located on the Giza Plateau just outside Cai-
ro. In fact, even if people have very littie knowledge of Egypt, they will frequently not only know of this
monument, but will also have any number of opinions about how and when it was built, as well as its
function.

Khufu’s pyramid was, in a line of astonishing architectural leaps forward, a significant link in Pyra-
mid building’ s evolution. In terms of its size, the technical accomplishments of its construction, the
great concern for cardinality and the organization required for its construction, this pyramid represents a
phenomenal effort . Like later pyramids , it encompasses all of the standard elements of the pyramid
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complex, though most have since disappeared. The
finished pyramid, which included a superstructure and
substructure, was surrounded by an enclosure wall of
fine limestone, which enclosed a court paved in lime-
stone. There was a valley temple, a causeway from
it leading to a mortuary Temple that was itself situat-
ed against the pyramid. There was also a cult pyra-
mid, as well as three pyramids for the burial of
queens, a number of boat pit and other structures.

The history of man’s thoughts about this struc-
ture is by far more complex, and often more interest-
ing than the pyramid itself. Even in recent years,
speculation that the pyramid was constructed by
aliens or perhaps Atlantians continues. Countless
books have been written about this Pyramid, many
scholarly, but others not. -

John Taylor was an eccentric British publisher
who, in 1859, produced a work entitied The Great
Pyramid: Why Was It Built? And Who Built It? Bor-
rowing from the work of Tompkins, he thought that
the Pyramid was actually built by Noah of biblical
fame. He thought that the Great Pyramid’s dimen-
sions were very purposeful, which they probably
were, but he saw in them relationships to many phys-
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ical measurements, such as the number of days in the year and the rédius of the earth. Part of his cal-
culations involved a unit of measure he called the Pyramid Inch which he believed the Egyptians used in
building the pyramid, which only differed from the British inch very slightly. He is essentially credited
with being one of the founders of modern Pyramidology.

When one visits the Pyramid of Khufu, one is actually walking in the footsteps of the famous, both
of the modern and ancient world. Alexandria the Great stood before it, just as modern visitors, and
swore to build for his father, the Macedonian King Philip Il, a funerary monument as large as the Great
Pyramid. Herodotus, Strabo and Pliny certainly all made visits to the pyramid. Doubtless, every fa-
mous traveler in antiquity must have visited Khufu’s complex. Many later individuals came to see this
wonder of the ancient world, and they continue to come today.

Though most of the early visitors to the Great Pyramid were non-intrusive, by the time of the Arab
Invasion of Egypt, the ancient Egyptian religion was gone and so too was apparently the Egyptian’s un-
derstanding of the monument. Fables arose of fabulous treasures and immense knowledge contained
within the structure, long before Taylor and Smyth’s work. Finally, Caliph al-Ma’moun (831— 832 AD)
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