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PREFACE

Wetlands, as a unique ecological system with highest productive forces on earth, are one of
the most important environmental resources, which are named “kidney of the earth” and “super
market of the living things” .At present, conservation and wise use of wetlands has become an
international trend.

Jiangxi province has been famed as “a land of fish and rice” since ancient times, which is
rich in wetland resources. The flood of 1998 further aroused the public’ s attention to wetland
conservation. wetlands play an important role in the construction of ecological environment and the
development of social economy in Jiangxi, nevertheless, Jiangxi had never carried out a survey on
wetland resources in the whole province. In order to fulfil the obligations of Ramsar Convention
and learn about the current situation of wetland resources in Jiangxi, in accordance with the uni-
fied organization of the former Ministry of Forestry, J iangxi Forestry Department organized the
forestry sectors at different levels to conduct the provincial wetland resource survey from 1996 —
1999. As a result of 4 years’ hard working, we have completed the first provincial wetland re-
sources survey in Jiangxi history . The data on the types, area, geographical distribution, ecolog-
ical characters and major qualities of Jiangxi’ s wetland were completely and systematically
achieved from this survey results, and wetland biodiversity in Jiangxi was basically found out,
these data provide the important scientific basis for wetland conservation and wise use of the
province. -

The survey has spread the knowledge on wetland conservation and natural conservation in the
whole province, 400 staff of the entire forestry departments have directly participated in the sur-
vey. Many technical personnel on the research, management and conservation of wetlands have
been fostered through the implementation. The survey also has deepened the staff’ s understand-
ing on conservation and wise use of wetlands in forestry departments and other relevant depart-
ments as well as the public’ s.

Some theory addressing the wetland study were preliminarily probed in the survey, such as
the definition and classification of “wetland plants” and “wetland animals” are one of the point at
issue in academic circles all along. We advanced the new concepts of “wetland plants are those
plants which ecologically adapt themselves to wetlands” and “wetland animals are those animals
which ecologically rely on wetlands” and have applied them to practice. The concepts are met
with the general approval of the experts in the province and outside whom think the definitions
creative.

In order to effectively use the survey results, on the basis of the survey data, we have orga-
nized the technical staff who took part in the survey to compile the book of “Jiangxi® s Wet-
lands”, the book will be published under the firm support of China Forestry Publishing
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House. Today is the fourth “World Wetlands Day”, simultaneously the compilation of “Jiangxi’ s
Wetlands” has been finished. Here we would like to dedicate this book to the fourth “World Wet-
lands Day” and contribute it to wetland conservation and wise use of Jiangxi province.

YAN JINLIANG
2, Feb, 2000
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R 40 R, MEAT 44 Fp, KIS 203 FhAn 5 Whr, I AKHYH 103 #, FEAE 24
. REF—BRESFPHSIYHE OB Lipotes vexillifer . B8 Grus leucogeranus . H3k
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