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Preface By Dr.Wang Xiuwen

Language is the tool we use to communicate with each other. Learn-

ing a new language is not easy. It is a hard task. Helping language learn-
ing to be fun is the purpose of the combination booklet and recording.

First, a word about language is helpful. One learns a language
through four important steps. They are 1) hearing, 2) speaking, 3) read-
ing and 4) writing. This is the pattern of learning our native tongue and
it is the natural way to learn a second language.

The booklet and recording is intended to be fun through the use of
humor, or jokes and help in the first three stages of language learning
listed above.

By playing the recording, a person will hear pure American English
and get accustomed to the language sounds. The tape will provide op-
portunity for one to listen to the sounds and then repeat. A person can
also play the recording and follow along by reading as the sounds are
made. Thus there are several ways to use the combination. Everyone
enjoys a good joke. The set may be used in a classroom, informally with

parents or friends, or used alone.
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A husband and wife, riding on a train, did not talk for a long time.
They had had a strong argument and neither would budge.

At one point the husband saw a mule in a field. He pointed at it
and said to his spouse, "A relative of yours?"

The woman replied, "Yes, by marriage."
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A farmer found a newborn kitten. In order to keep it warm overnight,
he placed it under a hen sitting on her nest in the chicken coop.

The next morning, he took his seven year old son to the
chicken coop to see the new kitten. He lifted the hen and the son
saw the kitten. :

The son's eyes grew big and he said, "No more eggs for me."
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A man wanted to go to Africa to hunt lions. He had wanted to go
there all of his life. Finally he was able to go. After a long plane ride,
he reached Africa. He then had a truck ride to the hunting camp. He
was assigned a cot in a tent. He checked his rifle to see that every-
thing was in working order. He was ready and excited.

The next morning when he woke, he heard a roaring sound in the
jungle nearby. He was sure it was a lion, so he quickly got dressed.
He grabbed his rifle and shells and started for the sound.

He sneaked through the trees and bushes and suddenly saw a
clearing. He crept to the edge of the clearing until he had a good
view of the lion. He lifted his rifle and took aim at the lion. At the same
time, the lion saw him. The lion leaped at the man at the same . in-
stant as the man shot his rifle. Both missed. The lion's jump was too
long and the rifle bullet was also aimed too long.

The lion ran off into the woods and the man went back to the
hunting lodge. All day he practiced shooting shorter shots.

The next day the man again heard a roar. It had to be the lion. He
quickly dressed, took his rifle and headed off into the jungle. He hiked




along the same trail as he
had gone before. Soon
he came to the same
clearing in the jungle. He

spotted the lion. Do you Iodge n ”% h‘)‘% Py
know what the lion was head s T

doing? He was practicing
short jumps.
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At a garden party, a king who had a very ugly daughter announced,
"In the swimming pool are dangerous flesh-eating fish. If any man
dares to swim the length of the pool, he can marry my daughter and

will get half of my wealth."

Quickly a young man was in the pool and frantically swam to the
other end. The wealthy man was pleased and went to the young

man to congratulate him.

The young man replied, "First, | want to find the person who

pushed me in the pool."
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A man liked to fish from the bank of a river. Each Saturday he
would walk from his home to the river to go fishing. Along the way he
would stop at a bait shop to buy small fish, called minnows. Each
time he would buy one dollar worth of minnows which was one dozen.
He used the minnows to attract the fish to his hook.

One Saturday when he stopped at the bait store, the manager
said that the fishing season was soon over. Therefore, he said the
man could have all the minnows he wanted for one dollar.

The man was pleased with the news and replied that he would
take two dollars worth. '
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The fortune-teller received $20 from her client. She proceeded to
tell the client that he could ask two questions for the money.

The client asked, "Isn't $20 a lot for just two questions?"

The fortune-teller agreed that it was a lot of money and then said,
"Now please, ask your second question."
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The boss of a big company did not have much to do. Most of the' |
work was done by the employees.

One day a young man came to his office. The boss wanted to
appear busy. He picked up the phone and started talking.

He said things like "Thanks for the compliment. Yes, we try to do
our best. Well, we try to get better all the time." When he finally put
down the phone, he asked the
young man what he needed.

The young man replied, "l just
came by to plug in your phone."
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