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Foreword

With the advancement of the times, the Chinese language has bhecome
more and more important. Many of our foreign friends hope to learn Chinese.
Thus, the TCFL series Happy Beijing has been produced to cater to the rise in

interest in the Chinese language.
| . The Purposes of Producing This Series

The series is designed with the following objectives: to enable those inter-
national friends who are to make a short stay in China (such as tourists, profes-
sionals or students) and friends all over the world who hope to learn Chinese to
communicate with Chinese people in simple Chinese, to help all the beginners
of Chinese speak even just a few simple phrases or sentences. and to help our
foreign friends enhance their understanding of and interest in Chinese history
and culture, modern Chinese life and particularly Beijing while learning the

Chinese language.
[I. The format of the Series

The series is presented as an interesting, dynamic and vivid television
serial of forty parts combining visual image and sound with Chinese text, which
provides an enjoyable and interesting learning process, thus increasing learners’
interest and improving their learning efficiency. Besides textbooks, DVD and
CD and other products are available for this series. Thus, leamers can reap the
benefits of visual and auditory learning. The provision of pinyin and English

translation of the text is helpful for beginners who want to learn Chinese on
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their own.

lll. The Contents of the Series
l. Situational Conversation

Happy Beijing—Practical Chinese Conversation consists of 40 lessons , each
of which has a brief, thematic, practical and situational conversation.
2. New Words

Happy Bejjing contains a vocabulary of over 600 words. The new words of
each lesson include common terms related to the featured topic or situation. Al-
so included are basic and commonly used words, phrases and some expressions
of tourism and sports.
3. Useful Expressions

In each lesson, functional and communicative sentence patterns and useful
expressions related to the topic are presented with brief notes and English trans-
lations, making the lesson easy to learn and understand.
4. Let’s Practice

Exercises that expand and substitute the key sentences and useful expres-
sions are provided with the purpose of reinforcing and expanding what has been
taught.
3. Key Sentences

There are 200 key sentences in all with five key sentences for each lesson .
which are the simplest, most practical and commonly used daily expressions,
including the sentence patterns presented in each lesson. They are the key
points of this series that students need to leamn to be able to acquire the speak-
ing skill.
6. Basic Communicative Functions

Over fifty basic communicative functions are presented, including greet-
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ings, introducing someone, giving thanks, making an apology, identifying
something, welcoming someone, entertaining someone, saying goodbye, mak-
ing exclamations, giving a compliment, making a request, discussing, getting
an advice, asking for and giving permission, prohibiting, making a suggestion,
inquiring (about the place, direction, price, title, time, date, name, nation-
ality, ete. ), making comments, expressing emotions hobbies, needs and de-
sires, making plans and arrangements, urging someone, gelling assistance ,
confirming something, denying something, making an invitation , rejecting a re-
quest, blessing, congratulating someone, reminding someone of something,
calling attention to something, etc. Having learned these basic and frequently
used expressions, students will be able to deal with day-to-day communication

easily.
7. Real Life Situations

About forty real-life situations are chosen, including picking someone up
al the airport, taking a taxi, asking for directions, asking for the time, asking
the name of something, asking one’s nationality, asking one’s name, haggling,
shopping, asking for help, making an appointment sightseeing, dealing with
language barriers, learning Chinese, ordering dishes at a restaurant, paying the
bill, drinking at a bar, exchanging currency at a bank, sending something by
post, making an invitation, making a phone call talking about the weather,
checking in at a hotel, seeing a doctor, sporting, watching a game, booking
plane tickets, visiting a friend, looking for lost items, taking the subway, getting

a haircut, sending someone off, giving a gift, having recreational activities, ete.
8. Cultural Focuses

This series provides guides to Beijing's sightseeing spots, life in modern
Beijing, relevant information about the history of Beijing's culture, brief intro-

duction 1o local practices and customs, and other popular topics.
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9. Appendices

To help learners and readers better learn the materials, the appendices in-
clude an introduction to the phonetics of the Chinese common speech and addi-
tional daily expressions. It also includes a guide to tourism and life in Beijing,
which contains a brief introduction to famous sightseeing spots, shopping malls,
restaurants and hotels, as well as information about transportation and commu-

nications in Beijing.

IV. General Layout of the Series
1. The Main Characters

Two young American visitors, Mark and Kelly, stay, work and travel in
Beijing for six weeks, together with Wang Mei and Chen Yufeng, two young

Beijing locals serving as their tour guides.
2. The Main Plot

Through the interactions among these four people during their work and
tour in Beijing and many interesting anecdotes, Chinese language instruction is

carried out in a natural way with modern life in Beijing as the backdrop to it.
V. Features of the Series

The series is characterized by its easy, interesting and practical lessons,
Brief and contextual day-to-day Chinese conversations, frequently used daily
vocabulary, easy-to-learn common expressions, basic communicative functions ,
and real life situations are presented to help students learn the essence of ele-
mentary oral Chinese, with the aim of developing their basic communication

skills in Chinese.
I Practicability and Simplicity
The series is based on the practical needs of communication of foreigners

who come to China for the first time. The contents of the series are selected




based on the consideration of learmers’ actual needs and their difficulties in
learning. For example, it has placed emphasis on the communicative functional
items such as inquiring (about names, places and prices, etc. ), showing cour-
tesy (to express gratitude and apology, and 10 use the word “qing™ ) , and ask-
ing for help, etc. These are the most essential language functions needed by
foreign friends who have just arrived in China and thus imperative for them to
learn. The series presents forty themes, for which typical , simple and common-
ly used Chinese oral expressions and sentence patterns are selected. It provides
beginning learners with relevant materials to satisfy their most pressing needs for
basic communication.

2. Emphasis on Verbal Communication

The series focuses primarily on spoken Chinese, with listening skills being
secondary; the guiding principle reflects functional communication, and the in-
struction is carried out through communicative activities. FEvery lesson teaches
the most simple and practical conversational skills along with the most common-
ly used expressions and sentence patterns. It emphasizes the development of the
ability to use the language.

3. Integration of Knowledge and Interest

The setting of each lesson is based on a specific scenario. The language
instruction of each lesson is carried out in a situational context, helping
students learn Chinese while experiencing tourist life in Beijing. In this way,
the learners will find themselves in a special learning environment with lively
people and interesting stories in colorful settings. This will turn an otherwise
boring language leaming into a cheerful and pleasant experience, thus making
the learning more effective. This series also presents the new look of Beijing
and tactfully combines learning and sightseeing activities with knowledge acqui-

sition and interest development.
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Vl. The Target Learners of the Series

The series is designed for the beginning leamers who have little or no
knowledge of Chinese. Designed to be practical and well suited to short inten-
sive training programs as well as to those who want to learn Chinese on their
own, this series will be helpful for foreigners from all walks of life who hope to
learn Chinese and for our international friends who wish to come to China for
work-related purposes or just to do some sightseeing in Beijing.

Hopefully, this series will be of great help to everyone who is motivated to

learn Chinese, and offer them an enjoyable experience of learning Chinese.

The Compiler




CONTENTS

$—ig PREE: >onrvsnsssmivssusamvinemsesviiviian s e VRSV ReT 0 1
Lesson One  Hello
B R A

Greetings and Introduction

R 9
Thank You
i

Expressing Gratitude

Come in, Please
Bl B &5

Welcoming dnd Entertaining Guests , and Saying Goodbye

I'm Sorry

Ei
Making an Apology




FRORREEH

Lesson Five

TN

Lesson Six

T

Lesson Seven

| BAR

Lesson Eight

| SAR

Lesson Nine

T

Lesson Ten

ISR 20 cvvveeermen e et 32
What's This?

HIANEY)

Idenifying Objects

The Great Wall is Really Beautiful!
T FRBE

Giving Praise or Compliments

L | ] T PO 48

Where Are you From?
16I[5) ] 5 22, TR

Inquiring about Nationality and Name, Forms of Address

I Don’t Understand
BE R

Language Barriers

AT A DI, ovvene e R o S 65

Is There a Park Nearby?
B iE b s

Inquiring about Location

JBELFE snvsinsmsia i ansag s ot HE I AR Bbsn e seraea 74

How Can 1 Get There?
bz

Asking for Directions



B+—ig
Lesson Eleven

o
Lesson Twelve

B£+=ig
Lesson Thirteen

 E+mig
Lesson Fourteen

F+HIE
Lesson Fifteen

B+AR
Lesson Sixteen

jk’._ -H’%ﬁ .............................................

I'd Like a Roast Duck
R B
Ordering Dishes and Paying the Bill

PABDUIEIIL  <ossvonvosssiinaassissssnnsmescnnnnsanenes

Do You Know How to Speak Chinese?
HIES

Learning a Language

XL, oo
May I Take Pictures Here?

B8 A2

Asking for and Giving Permission, and

Rejecting a Request

PRAEEIIOEILD v
Would You Like Some Coffee?
BE RE

Expressing Desires and Needs

FRIGAL LI covovivvviiiiiininiiiiennnenerenneonnessns
Where’s My Bag?
FHEKY

Looking for the Lost Ttems

I'd like to Exchange $500
TR
Exchanging Money at the Bank




LR FRELE -
X £++tig &‘f‘EJLLEi ................................................ 131

Lesson Seventeen What Time Is It Now?
B 2]

Time

A RJLEE coeeveennnnnnnnens T . 139

Lesson What's the Date Today?
1 5
Dates

%_}_nix EkHﬂt L P PP T SRR PR ER TR 147
esson Nineteen  Happy Birthday
R AR

Wishes and Congratulations

e T 155

How Do You Like Betjing?
RS GF

Expressing Feelings and Making Comments

20§ 30 M

X
L4

¥
s
L

[



