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M A Journey to Mid-Yangtze River Civilization

Preface

Hubei, which has a long history, abounds in cultural heritages. Up to now, more

than 15,000 immoveable sites have been registered, including 90 major historic

sites under national protection and 457 under provincial protection. The ancient
architectural complex at Wudangshan and Xian Mausoleum of the Ming Dynasty in
Zhongxiang have been inscribed into World Heritage List. The province ranks high in the
country in both the number and the protection grades of sites.

Since the founding of the PRC, archaeological research has totally changed the
history of Hubei, proving that it was also one of the origins of the Chinese civilization.

The discovery of two integral crania of Yunxian Man, a Homo erectus species dating

from one million years ago, shows that Hubei is one of the most important regions for

T exploring the origin of human being. Quiialing Culture, which dates from 5,000 years
‘ g; ago, with well-developed rice-growing agriculture and functionally complete prehistoric
X
| E sites, indicates that the region was a cradle of civilization. Panlongcheng of the Shang
R

Dynasty, the mining and smelting site at Tongltishan of the Zhou Dynasty, and the tomb
of Marquis Yi of Zeng, which is called ‘underground musical palace’, reflect a brilliant
bronze civilization. Jinancheng at Jiangling and Chu tombs at Wangshan, Mashan,
Baoshan in Jingmen, Guodian, and Jiuliandun in Zaoyang prove that Chu culture
reached its heyday in Hubei. The discovery of a large quantity of heritages dating from
the Qin and Han dynasties through the Tang and Song dynasties, together with the
excavation of tombs of Ming feudal princes such as Prince Chuzhao, Prince Yingjing
and Prince Liangzhuang, has enriched data for the study of local history and culture.

Hubei Provincial Museum is designed to protect, collect and display cultural

heritages in the province. It was founded in the form of a preparatory office in March



1953, which was moved to Donghu scenic area, its present location, in the spring
of 1969. It was officially named Hubei Provincial Museum in January 1963, when a
3,000-square-meter exhibition building was completed and opened to the public. In
January 1999, the Exhibition Hall for Set-bells, which covers a floor space of 5,717
square meters, was opened. In December 2005, the Exhibition Hall for Chu Culture was
opened. In September 2007, the new Comprehensive Exhibition Hall was opened. At
present, the museum covers a total area of 81,909 square meters and a floor space of
49,611 square meters. Its exhibition halls cover a floor space of 13,427 square meters.
It has a collection of more than 140,000 pieces (sets) of cultural heritages, among which
there are nearly 1,000 pieces (sets) of first-grade cultural relics, ranking high among all
provincial museums in China in this regard.

As the new Comprehensive Exhibition Hall opened, based on characteristics of our
collection, we replaced our general-history exhibition with eleven theme exhibitions:

Yunxian Man: Prehistoric People in the Middle Reaches of the Yangtze, centering
on the discovery of Yunxian Man fossils (treasure of the collection) and covering the
discoveries of other Paleolithic heritages in Hubei, with supplementary information about
the origin of the early man from all over the world, presents a general picture of the life of
the early man.

Quijialing: Prehistoric Culture in the Middle Reaches of the Yangtze, tracing upward
to Chengbeixi Culture dating from over 8,000 years ago and downward to Shijiahe
Culture dating from 4,000 years ago, reveals the birth of Neolithic agriculture in the
middle reaches of the Yangtze as well as the advent of settled life and civilization.

Panlongcheng: Bronze Civilization in the Middle Reaches of the Yangtze, which
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M A Journey to Mid-Yangtze River Civilization

displays archaeological finds from the Panlongcheng site in Huangpi, the southern
outpost of the Shang Dynasty, proves that the existence of copper resources at
Tonglushan, Daye, prompted the Shang culture to go south, which objectively
contributed to civilization in the middle reaches of the Yangtze.

Tomb of Marquis Yi of Zeng is one of the best exhibitions offered by the museum.
It has been expanded in area and increased in number of exhibits in order to show a
complete picture of the rite-and-music culture in the times of Marquis Yi.

Records on Jiuliandun concentrates on the process of archaeological excavation
and the burial culture reflected by tombs of senior nobles of Chu.

The Art of Lacquered Articles in the Qin and Han Dynasties, which displays the
most characteristic Qin and Han lacquered articles collected by the museum, focuses
mainly on techniques and artistic features.

Writing History: Bamboo Slips of the Warring States Period, the Qin Dynasty

and the Han Dynasty is a pilot project for similar exhibitions in the future. Displaying
bamboo slips, wooden tablets and writing tools unearthed in Hubei and tracing back to
primitive engraved signs and pottery inscriptions, with supplementary information about
the evolution of writing in other parts of the world, it offers visitors a comprehensive
introduction to the history of writing.

The Art of Earth and Fire: Ancient Porcelain, focusing on celadon, blue-and-white

porcelain and official-kiln porcelain, displays the best porcelain articles collected by
! Hubei Provincial Museum.
‘ Tomb of Prince Liangzhuang: Treasure of the Era of Zheng He shows heritages

! unearthed from the Ming tomb of Prince Liangzhuang.



Ming and Qing Paintings and Calligraphic Works Collected by Hubei Provincial
Museum features works by representative painters or calligraphers in the Ming and Qing
dynasties.

Outstanding Figures over a Century in Hubei features stories of revolutionaries,
historical figures and elites in culture, science and education from Hubei or working in
Hubei for a long time, who were outstanding in their impact on or contribution to the
history, science, culture or economic development of China in modern times. Therefore,
these famous persons would be remembered for ever.

These exhibitions present highlights in the history and culture of Hubei from
different perspectives, and outline the past of Hubei by various cultural heritages. Thus
visitors have access to admire the wisdom of our ancestors while the museum becomes
a valuable platform for intelligent dialogues and exchanges.

A series of albums has been published to meet the needs of the exhibitions. Each
album contains an article written by an expert, which either gives brief information to the
cultural background or concentrates on the cultural significance. The main part consists
of pictures of cultural heritages with simple illustrations. They are generally designed to

provide easy access to in-depth knowledge of the local history and culture in Hubei.

Curator of Hubei Provincial Museum
Director of Hubei Provincial Institute of Cultural Relics and Archaeology

Director of Center for Protection of Cultural Relics in Hubei

Wang Hongxing
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