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ABSTRACT 1

ABSTRACT

Human being is the main body to conduct production and also the
main body to consume. It is an important question for study as to how
to deal with the problem of population. It can wot be neglected. It
could be favorable to the development of production, the stabilization of
society and the happiness of people, if it is disposed well, otherwise,
it could give rise to bitter social problem. In the history of both China
and foreign countries, it have had rich experience as well as profound
lesson, which have needed historians to sum up seriously. Although
our predecessors have had studied in this area of history of Chinese
‘population, there is still remained many weak points which need us to
do further research, because Chinese history is long, and the territory
is vast, and the content of the problem for study is very rich. The
author selects the “Tiﬂnjin‘s Impulati(m" as a problem for study, and
will inherit the academic achievements of our predecessors in this area,
though they were very few and not thoroughgoing.

The dissertation focuses upon some weak poims-; in the study of the
history of Tianjin’ s population between 1404, when Tianjin Wei®was
established, and 1949; and it is divided into two parts ( nine chapters)
by the year 1860, when Tianjin was opened as one of the treaty ports

T Wei,onginally the gwrison area and later became the administmative area.
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according to the Beijng Convention of 1860.

Part one, “The Origins and Changing Nature of Tianjin’ s
Population before the Opening of the City as a Treaty Port”, is divided
into three chapters according to the changing nature of the population.
Chapter one examines in detail the origins, changing number,
occupations and education of the population of the three Weis of
Jianjin, and the impact of its changing nature upon the transformation
of Tianjin from a military fort to an economic city. Chapter two
analyzes the changing number of Tianjin’ s population during the reigns
of Kangxi and Shunzhi Emperors, and probes the causes for the change
of Tianjin’ s population from the soldiers to the civilians. Chapter three
examines the causes for the increase of Tianjin’s population from the
early years of the reign of Yongzheng Emperor, when Jianjin Wei and
Suo were elevated to Prefecture and County, to 1860. Based upon
genealogies, the author has studied the natural increase us a cause for
the population increase. In this chapter, the occupalions of the
population and the change of Tianjin from a military fort to a feudal
industrial and commercial center are also dealt with.

Part two, “The Continuing Increase of Tianjin’s population after
its Opening as a Treaty Port”, examines Tianjin’s population from
1860 to 1949 in six chapters ( Chapter four to nine). Chapter four
outlines the general conditions of the change in the population and
analyzes the three causes for the increase of Jianjin’s population during
this period, and the author points out that the inrush of migrations is
the major cause for the population increase. Chapter five studies in
detail the origins of the migrations, the causes for their migration and

their occupations in Tianjin. Chapler six probes impact of the migrants
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with capital upon the economic structure and economic development of
the city of Tianjin. Chapler seven examines the development of
education, the rate of school attendance, and the general educational
condition of the whole population of Tianjin, and the author concludes
that although on the whole the population of the city is not well -
educated, it ranks among the best, compared with the average level of
the country. Chapter eight studies the types of religions and the number
of believers among the population and its impact upon the improvement
of social environment, economic development and the develepment of
philanthropic activities. Chapter nine examines the foreigners in Tianjin
during this pericd and their contributions in dredging rivers, filling up
low — lying land, house construction, the building of the infrastructure
of the city, industrial investment and education, etc. Although their
activities in Tianjin smack of self — interest and colonial invasion, their
contribution in the development of Tianjin is undeniable.

In the Epilogue, the author concludes that Tianjin is a city of
migrants; and the migrants have played very important role to,
religious people have played a unique mle to, and foreigners have
played indispensable role to, the development of Tianjin; In the history
of Tianjin, in particular, since the opening of treaty port, its culture
and education which was at the forefront in China, formed an important
strong point for Tianjin becoming an economic center in north China
and a nationally advanced area in China. The above — mentioned five
enlightenments put together, advantageous to the understanding in deep
~ going way the present policy of vitalizing our country with science
and education and the policy of reform and opening to the outside

world .
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