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Intfroduction

Writing is  essential to college
students both for their academic study
and their preparation for future work.
Students are expected to perform a
diversity of writing tasks. To do so,
they need to develop knowledge of
different types of writing and the
process of writing.

The writing process is usually

composed of the following stages :
® generating ideas by brainstorming or free writing;

® planning the structure or organization of the writing;

® writing and revising;

® cditing.

During the free writing period, the writer pools different aspects of a topic, comes to a
decision about what to write and then starts gathering information about the topic. At the
‘organization stage, he or she decides on what structure to follow in writing and how to
organize ideas. In the actual writing and revising stage, the writer goes through several drafts
to experiment with different ways of expressing ideas and refining the style. In the final editing
stage, he or she considers the consistency of content and the format of writing and corrects
grammar, punctuation and other features. |

One thing for student writers to keep in mind is that ideas do not shape automatically,
and writing does not usually occur in a neat order. Many times, students can find themselves
stuck with a topic for quite a while without making any progress with the assignment.
However, if they persist in going through the process of generating ideas, they can come up
with work substantial enough after several trials. Furthermore, writing stages overlap and
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reinforce each other. Most writers go through various stages of writing simultaneously —
forming ideas, exploring new methods of organization, and searching for the right words to
express ideas at the same time. Finally, writing is a very individual enterprise. No two
persons write exactly the same. It is better for students to find their own comfortable way to

approach writing tasks so as to write in an active and confident manner.

r"( H . Task— | —
Answer the followmg questlons
~ In what way do you find - writing interesting? If you are - intimidated by® a wmmg
task what would you do to keep yourself moving? What methods do you find helpful
to kecp you on the right track in approaching the writing task?
Ask your teacher for advice if you cannot answer these questions.

Now let’s look closely at the writing process.

(Braer 1)(Geueating ideas— what to wnite aboud)

When given a writing assignment, students need to take time to understand the
assignment and decide what to write about, considering the length, purpose, audience, and
their own knowledge about the topic. You may ask yourself

Length | Is it a two-page paper or a ten-page one? How much time do I need to spend
k on completing the task?

Purpose Am I writing in this assignment to persuade others to take action, to inform
: my audience, or just to express my own feelings or opinions?
Other purposes include ;
® to analyze
to entertain
to hypothesize
to summarize
to question

to report

to recommend

@ intimidated by afraid of, overwhelmed by
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