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sdy-Says Not'Tilf 26—

Most Americans believe
someone isn't grown
up until age 26, probably with
a completed education, a full-

time job, a family to support
and financial independence, a

survey said. But they also

believe that becoming an
official grown-up is a process
that takes five years from about
the age of 20, concluded the
report from the University of
Chicago's National Opinion
Research Center. The findings were based on a representative
sample of 1,398 people over age 18 surveyed in person in 2002.
The poll found the following ages at which people expect the
transitions to grown-up status to be completed: Age 20.9 self-
supporting; 21.1 no longer living with parents; 21.2 full-time
job; 223 education complete; 24.5 being able to support a
family financially; 25.7 married; and 26.2 having a child.
"There is a large degree of consensus across social groups on
the relative importance of the seven transitions," said Tom
Smith, director of the survey. The only notable pattern of
differences is on views about supporting a family, having a
child and ggtting married. "Older adults and the »@ed and
married rate these as more important than younger adults and
the never-married do," he added. "This probably reflects in
large part a shift in values across generations away from
traditional family values." The most valued step toward
reaching adulthood, the survey found, was completing an
education, followed by full-time employment, supporting a
family, financial independence, living independently of parents,

marriage and parenthood.
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ull face transplants are GG R "‘:i;s'::’;’,'\;gg;;v‘ BTy
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complex. Peter Butler from
London's Royal Free
Hospital called for a debate_—

on the ethics of such an

O5SICGRAPHOSSICG * » r *
PHOSSIGGRAPHOSSIG « + +

ISSIGGRAPHOSSS1GoRAp o5, . .
BSSIGGRAPHBSSIGGRAv p

operation made possible by HO5SIGG R A7 1 o

new drugs which stop the
body's immune system
rejecting a transplanted face. "It is not 'can we do it?' but 'should
we doit?," he told the BBC. "The technical part is not complex,
but I don't think that's going to be the very great difficulty...
The ethical and moral debate is obviously going to have to
take place before the first facial transplantation." The British

Association of Plastic Surgeons will discuss the microsurgical

o

procedure, which could give new skin, bone, nose, chin, lips
and ears from Wonors to patients disfiguréd by
accidents, burns or cancer. But surgeons could have trouble
finding enough willing dqnors. Butler said his survey of
doctors, nurses and members of the public showed most would
accept a face transplant but few were willing to donate their
own after dying. Despite a number of ethical cc’mcerns,
Christine Piff, who founded the charity Let's Face It after
suffering a rare facial cancer 25 years ago, welcomed the
possibility of face transplants. She rejected the idea that the
procedure would mean people would end up living with a dead
person's face. "There are so many people without faces, I have
half a face... but we are all so much more than just a face... you
don't take on their personality. You are still you," she told
reporters. "If we can donate other organs of the body then why

not the face. I can't see anything wrong with it."
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One called her boss a "bitch
from hell" while another
admitted "lying through his
teeth" at interview. Both the
British job candidates were —
not surprisingly — turned down
after prospective employers
discovered their candid
comments on a public Web site.
The London recruitment firm
which revealed the cgéés warned
that employers were increasingly scouring the Internet to check
what candidates are really like behind the rosy image they seek
to project in CVs and interviews. "One media sales executive
aged 24 had a job offer withdrawn after a quick check on
WWW. frlendsreumted co.uk revealed that the applicant only

planned to stay in London for a few months before embarking

on a world tour," London's Media Contacts said. As well as

missing out on the jobs they were aiming for, the frankness of

some also cost them their current employment. "Another

candidate, an account manager for a well-known PR agency,
was forced to resign when she described her boss as a 'bitch
from hell' and her Vemployer as 'a bunch of cowboys'," Media
Contacts said. In a third case, a senior sales executive seeking
a move also ended up getting fired after boasting to the Friends
Reunited site, set up to keep old school pals in touch, that he
lied at interview and his CV was "a masterpiece of fiction."
"People should think carefully what they say about employers
— past and present — and what they say about themselves in
any public domain," Media Contacts' recruitment consultant
Gordon Cherrington said. "Having fun... is a good thing, though
negativity in any form, rarely reflects well on the writer."
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o CantHave aJob i Youre Dead—————————

Finding a job in Brazil may
be tough, especially when
your records say that you are
dead, as 25-year-old
unemployed driver Marcio
Freitas da Silva discovered. The
problem is that when another
man of the same name and age
died three years ago, coroners
wrote the names of the living da
Silva's parents in the death certificate, "murdering" him for
official records. "It's a humiliating situation when others make
mistakes and I have to prove that I'm alive," da Silva told Globo
television, complaining that he had been told during his ordeal
that a dead man "cannot drive vehicles on federal highw'ays."/
The civil registry office has already revitalized da Silva, but
the new documents, issued late last yeéf, have not reached most
government offices. Globo showed an election official eagerly
explaining to da Silva that, alive or not, he could not vote while

his record said he was dead.
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Seven Deadly Sins Ice Leaves Church Cold

atholic church leaders in Germany have responded icily
Cto a range of ice creams named after the seven deadly
sins, accusing the makers of trifling with serious matters and
courting controversy to bgosm "These sins are serious
matters. We cannot support something which advocates turning
away from God," said Manfred Nielen, spokesman for the
archbishopric of Hamburg. Manfred Becker-Huberti from the
archbishopric of Cologne agreed: "All they are trying to do is
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popularise something via
provocation," he said. But Ute
Sievert, spokeswoman for ice cream
makers Langnese, a brand of Anglo-
Dutch group Unilever, said the
seven flavours of envy, gluttony,
gLe_g:d, 1_1_1_§t, p_ride, sl_gfh and wrath
did not endorse mortal sins. "Our ice

cream has nothing to do with
Langnese poster

religion. They're just seven great SRR R AR

flavours of ice cream," she said.
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Pizza products without tomato
sauce, cheese or bread crust
can still be sold as pizza under new
government regulations, the U.S.
Department of Agriculture says.
The USDA, which regulates meat
and poultry, said consumers'
expectations of pizza products
were much broader than previously thought. "(USDA) has
determined that the standards for pizza with meat may be
') inhibiting'manufacturers from producing and marketing styles
of pizzas that today's consumers demand," the department said.
The USDA said it would also significantly reduce the minimum
meat requirements in products labelled "pizza with meat."
Products now only have to contain two percent cooked meat
or three percent raw, instead of the previously required 12

percent cooked or 15 percent raw.
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~—Connoisseur Criminal Chooses BetterJait

If you have to go to jail, you may as well stay in a place you
like. That must have been the reasoning of one Italian man
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who traveled to another Italian
city because he preferred its jail
over one in his hometown.
According to the Italian news
agency Ansa the 32-year-old
man showed up at the police
headquarters in northern
Vercelli and asked to be
arrested. He said he was wanted in Biella, another city in the
north where he had not completed a jail term, but told police
in Vercelli: "Arrest me. Your jail is better." Police checked out
his claims, discovered that he was indeed wanted, and took

him to jail — his preferred jail.
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our-Sheep Stressed? Jus
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tressed-out sheep bleat out
Stheir anguish, US
researchers reported. They found
that,
communicate stress by changing
the timbre of their voices. Mark
Fein;té:irﬁﬁof Hampshire College
in Amherst, Massachusetts, said
his findings could help farmers
and, of course, the sheep they herd An expert in bioacoustics*,
Feinstein did his work at Teagasc, an Irish government
agricultural research organization. He isolated sheep and
separated lambs from their mothers as part of his experiments
— then recorded their bleats. His recordings suggest that sheep
express stress by altering the timbre of their vocalizations, or
the overall quality of sounds, rather than by changing pitch or
loudness. Stress can be measured by taking an animal's blood,
but it would be much easier, cheaper and, yes, less stressful to

like humans, sheep

simply listen, Feinstein said.
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the Coclest of the
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recognized by the global community," said Ichiya
Nakamura, executive director of research at the Stanford
Japan Research Center. "In other words," said Mr
Nakamura, who has charted® the trend, "people overseas
have come to acknowledge that Japan is an originally

cool country."

Last year, this concept was expounded’ by Douglas
McGray in the article "Japan's Gross National Cool"
published in Foreign Policy. "Japan is reinventing
superpower again," he said. "Instead of collapsing
beneath its political and economic misfortunes, Japan's

global cultural influence has grown.?

"In fact, from pop music to consumer electronics,
architecture to fashion, and food to art, Japan has far
greater influence now than it did in the 1980s, when it

was an economic superpower."

Look no further than your local cinema for evidence.
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Last year, Hayao Miyazaki's Spirited
Away won the Golden Bear at the Berlin
Film Festival, a first for animation films."

Running in tandem with the animation
industry has been the entertainment
technology of Japan, seen in Sony and
Nintendo game consoles, and the
development of video games.'* Even old-
technology manga — J apaneée comic art
that transcends age barriers and inspired the
Astro Boy-Pokemon genre — is making
inroads abroad."
Raijin Comics
Weekly is
finding a
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