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In most of my encounters with design students,
| see enthusiasm and lots of motivation, but
only rarely do | see a real passion for design.
That" s what | remember most about the
senior thesis year 1989 and my experiences as
teacher and mentor for Jonny Lam, was his
passion for good design. In that particular
problem each student selects his or her own
program and the setting for the problem, and
with faculty oversight, students will eventu—
ally present their solution to a jury of design

professionals.

Jonny selected the open atrium of a large
Hawaiian hotel as his setting, and renovated
it to become a lush interior lobby complete
with a fine dining restaurant which overlooked
a interior lake and two story waterfall. His
program also included the interior design of
two standard suites within the upper floors of
the hotel . The project was both ambitious and
difficult. The resulting design and presentation
resulted in his first hotel design employment
with Hirsch Bedner Associates, an internation—
ally notable design firm.

Since that time | have been able to follow

Jonny s career during visits to China. | have
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seen projects “on the board”, projects under
construction, and completed projects. His pas—

sion for good design is still clearly in evidence.

Jonny possesses an ability that is somewhat
rare among designers. He not only visualizes
and conceives his design solutions clearly but
is able to share his vision with others. His
design process drawings are clear and “open”,
they are non—intimidating. They depict the
ideas clearly yet still possess a not finished
quality which keeps design teams as well as
clients engaged as participants in the design
process. | always have the feeling that | am
looking at the very latest and best version of

the design to date.

Jonny has joined his gift of freehand drawing
and rendering with the computer and this com—
bination has brought his work to a new level
yet still maintains the openness and clarity of
his earlier work without expressing the cartoon

like look of most computer drawings.

| am pleased to be included with all who can
now share in and be inspired by the work
which Jonny continues to produce.

Jerry Yates - Professor
Department of Design
California State University Long Beach
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Shining from ten years hard work

| am honor to write the preface for Jonny

Lam s new book .

| met Jonny Lam in 1989, when he was
a student in the Architectural interior De—
partment at California State University.
Jonny was working on his graduation
project which was also the project that |
was in charge of at HBA. | was his
adviser and provided feedback of his

design.

Jonny was a quiet young man with great
talent he expressed his idea by drawings
rather than words. | could tell his design
potential from his sketches which already
were outstanding while he was a student.
Howard Hirsch and | were impressed with

his design in the graduation project

Terry Henriksen e HF 4 E

After graduation, Jonny joined HBA and
became a member of my team. Within a
few years, he grew rapidly and turned out
to be a welll—rounded designer. Other
than hand sketches, he is also very skill—
ful with working drawing and CAD. Soon
he started to handle projects by himself.
Jonny joined my own company later on
and we did some nice projects together .
Jonny returned to China to form his hotel
design company. He invited me to join

effort for projects in China.

With years experience in hotel design,
Jonny is ready to grow in China. | see
a bright future for him and wish him

the best .

Terry Henriksen
Henriksen Design Associates
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Recent design projects in China




