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Morphology and its application to

the studies of Chinese grammar

ABSTRACT

This dissertation consists of five parts, apart from the preface
and conclusion. Part 1 gives a brief statement of the up to date
studies on morphology in Mandarin Chinese. The studies on mor-
phology began with those on the parts of speech in Chinese. Various
understandings of morphology exist among Chinese grammarians.
Correspondingly, different criteria have been adopted to classify Chi-
nese words. But currently there seems to be an agreement that words
must be classified in terms of their grammatical functions, no matter
whether they have inflections or not.

Part 2 discusses some problems on morphology across lan-
guages, and points out that inflections actually reflect grammatical
functions. The order of elements and function words play the same
roles as inflections do in expressing grammatical meanings. Thus
morphology can fall into two kinds: word - classification morphology
and syntactic — semantic morphology, the latter one is further divid-
ed into two ones, the inflectional and the non — inflectional . At least
one kind of morphology in every language must be selected to express
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grammatical meanings, but for different languages, there are differ-
ent selections, for which we try to give some reasons.

In part 3, a principle, on the basis of the prototype ~ based
theory, is proposed to operate on the classification of Chinese words,
together with an exploration of the functional features of the nouns,
verbs and adjectives in Chinese, and discussing some problems rele-
vant to them as well. The result shows that it is inappropriate to put
the monosyllabic and some bisyllabic localizers, such as “ 1=, F , A
P,2Z4F”, into the category of noun, and “Z H, &kl etc. ,
into that of adjective; and that it is also inappropriate to put verbs
and adjectives into two different categories in Chinese, and so on.
The fact should be known that the nouns, verbs and adjectives,
etc., overlap, to some extent, one another in the grammatical func-
tions in Chinese.

In part 4, an attempt is made to explore the morphological
features of subjects and objects in Chinese, beginning with some
typical examples. The order of elements and the occurrence or ab-
sence of prepositions are syntactically important in the definition of
subjects and objects of the sentences in Chinese. Semantically, only
actants can be subjects. The principle of “subject — raising” can be
used when there are more than one actant without prepositions ahead
of VP. At the end of the part, we give some examples of how to an-
alyze Chinese sentences.

In part 5, the problems on the aspect of “duration” and the
grammatical category of “number” in Mandarin Chinese are dis-

cussed, hased on the exploration of the connotations of the term
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“ grammatical category” , one of which is that the grammatical mean-
ings are expressed by means of not only the inflectional affixes, but
also element order and function words.
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