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PREFACE

The Gansu Lianhuashan Nature Reserve is located in the transition zone from
Loess Plateau to Qinghai-Tibet Plateau. It borders with five counties including
Kangle, Lintan, Zhuoni, Weiyuan and Lintao. It is the base of the biodiversity and the
important conserving fountain forest of the Yellow River valley and the Middle and
Upper Tao River. The Government of Gansu Province approved to establish the Gansu
Lianhuashan Nature Reserve in 1983. It was directly leaded under the Forestry Bureau
of Gansu Province. It belongs to the unit at the county level and the organization is 90
people. Under constructing and developing in the past 20 years, the ecological benefit,
economical benefit and social benefit of the Lianhuashan Nature Reserve were
increasingly in evidence and act as the important role for accelerating the economic
development of the Yellow River valley and the conservation of the bicdiversity.

To understanding and knowing thoroughly and systemically the importance of
biodiversity and ecological function of the nature reserve and strengthen synthesizing
conservation, the relevant experts were invited to investigate the nature reserve by the
Forestry Bureau of Gansu Province and the Administration of the Gansu Lianhuashan
Nature Reserve.

The following units joined in this survey; Institute of Investigation Plan and
Design of State Forestry Bureau., Chinese Academy of Forestry, Institute of Zoology
Chinese Academy of Sciences, Gansu Agriculture University, Institute of Nature
Conservation and Wildlife Management of Gansu Province, Administration of the
Gansu Lianhuashan Nature Reserve,

The survey mainly included geology and physiognomy, meteorology, hydrology,
agrology, botany, vegetation, forest, vertebrate, insect and social economic status.

The results show that there are many rare biclogical species and forest ecosystem
remains primitive status in this region. It plays an important role in conserving
fountain, preventing the soil from being washed away in the region of the Middle and
Upper Tao River, maintaining the ecological balance of the Yellow River valley and
keeping the sustainable development of economy. It is necessary to promote the nature
reserve from the provincial level to the state level. It has been decided to publish the
Scientific Survey of Gansu Lianhuashan Nature Reserve in order to systematize the
survey result and meet the demands of the nature reserve construction. Overview (Ma

Chongyu, Wang Chengrong, Yang Yuxiang), botany, vegetation, forest (Song
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Chaoshu, Sun Xuegang, Liu Xiusheng, Yang Pei, Wang Dejun), geology and
physiognomy (Wang Zhichen, Li Yun, Du Chenggang, Chao Xiaorong), vertebrate
(Sun Yuehua, Gan Jianmin, Jia Chenxi, Fang Yun), plant diseases and insect pests
and prevention and cure (Zhang Xingli, Cao Zhongzhi, Yan Shengjun). Song
Chaoshu, the professor of Chinese Academy of Forestry, compiles the whole book.

On the occasion of this book will be published, many thanks to all units and
comrades joined in the survey and provided the useful data.

Because of the limited time and ability, the shortage is hard to avoid. Hope to

receive the comments from the experts and colleagues.

The editor committee
28 Dec 2002
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