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The Colorful Language

‘Part One: Objective of the Unit(# 5525 5] B #F)

I . Key Words and Phrases

1. Words

I opposite alike invention reflect creativity plural

I overlook explore. -+  chance compile: edition update.

| intellectual necessary replace ‘

| 2. Phrases

: look up do away with in particular take ...for granted  wind up

! grow up replace ... with be known as burn down go off

' a slim chance a fat chancé, -a wise guy cold/hot as hell burn up
fill out

II. Language Structures

1. Why is it that a writer writes, but fingers don’t fing, grocers don’t groce, and hammers don’t ham?
2. If the plural of tooth is teeth, shouldn’t the plural of booth be beeth?

3. Why isn’t it true that the preacher praught?

4. Chances are you’ll look it up in a new edition of Noah Webster’s book.

5. Had Franklin written the dictionary'instead of Webster, he would have spelled give giv, and wrong,

| rong.

! III. Grammar Revision: Adverbial Clauses({ki&M £])

] IV. Exercises for PRETCO (Level B)
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Part Two: Text Exercises

I . Translate the foliowing phrases and expressions from Chinese into English. (Passage 1)

AT REEAR N BT

FAICEHEK

ERISSLELR PN - - T
%1k 200 J7 Bid] ' '
B IR E

FH 5 Bl A

B, R

BELFIES ,
CAUAE -
10. fFRHB ZRES '
1. REAEKMENEHE

12. BREMBMTFEZ AL

13. (R &maE sk

I1. Match the English phrases and expressions in the left column with the Chinese ones in the
right column. (Passage 2)

W 00 NN R W

A . B
1. in the same way ' a. KRR “EEHIE
2. in particular b, =X —K ' '
3. owe a lot of its special ‘character to c. BERRA (BRI
4. grow up d. R ERSMIL
5. graduate from Yale University e. MR
6. the fight against the British S BABRAREUEREEMG
7. our own mother tongue E g i EN L} \
8. do away with “the King’s English” h. HrpiHe ' |
9. generation afier generation , i, B, KK o
10. Chances are that, o). B EREHE -
11. be known as “Webster’s Dictionary” k. AL T HRE KA
12. drop all the silent letters from words © L RVEE L

13. bring independence to the United States m. HHARKRE LAY F
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[II.. Rearrange the words into sentences. .

1. he/ during /American patriotism/ grew up/ a period of/great

2. intellectually/ wanted Americans/ from England/too/ he/ to be independent

3. really /to give us /mother tongue /Franklin/ wanted/ our own

4. the United States/ many changes/ in his books/Webster/made/ used/in/ in the English
5. Webster/ made/ most/of /which/Americans/ today/many other changes/use:

6. The American Spelling Book/ in 1783/Webster/ a textbook/ called/ published

IV. Rewrite the following sentences, using the words or phrases in the brackets.

. John’s political position is completely different from ours. (opposite to)

. Mr. Smith finished his speech by expressing thanks to the students. (wind up)

. I always confuse the sisters: they look so like each other. (alike)

. The literature of a period is the sign of its values and tastes. (feﬂect)

. Columbus discovered America but did not search and discover about the new continent. (explore)
. Can anything take the place of a mother's love and care? (replace )

. You should try to find the right pronunciation of this word in the dictionary. ( look up)

. Teachers and students argued whether the school should get.rid of school uniforms. (do away with)

O 0 2 O U bW N =

. The feedback from the computer enables us to make more modern or suitable for the program.
(update)
10. All the students are looking forward to the long summer holiday. (long for)

V. Structure practice: Rewrite the following sentences after the given models.

' Model 1: If Franklin had written the dictionary instead of Webster, he would have spelled give
giv. ) .
—Had Franklin written the dictionary instead of Webster, he would have spelled give
giv.

1. If I had known it, I would have rung him up then.

2. IfI had had the money last year, I would have bought the house.

3. If there had been a doctbr available, the child might have been saved.

Model 2: Webster made many other changes. Americans use most of the changes today.
—Webster made many other changes, most of which Americans use today.

1.There are many hooks on the table. Some of them are Professor Black’s.
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2. We have nearly one hundred foreign students in our university. Most of them are from America
and Australia.

3. A survey was carried out on the death rate of new-born babies in that region. The results of the

survey were surprising.

.Model 3: It is probable that, when you go to look up. a word, you’ll look it up in a new edition of
- Noah Webster’s book.
—Chances are that, when you go to look up a word, you’ll look it up in a new edition of
Noah Webster’s book.
1. It is probable that she.has already heard the news,

2. It is probable that life, like fine wine, will improve with age.

3. It is probable that our football team will. win the game-easily.

VI. Fill in the following blanks with the words and phrases you have learned from Passage 1.

In his books, Webster made many in the English used in the United States. He

suggested new ways to___ .. and spell English words. He also ) new, American

words to the language. , one of those new words was barbecue. Webster made many

other changes, most of Americans use today. However, Webster did not go

. his friend Benjamin Franklin wanted him to. Franklin wanted to all the

silent letters from words. He also wanted to change the spellings of many words. Had Franklin written the
dictionary Webster, he give giv; and wrong, rong. Franklin really
wanted to give us our own mother —but he would have spelled it torig!

VI. Reading Comprehension

Passage 1

Language learning is different from other kinds of learning. Some people who are very intelligent and
successful in their fields find it véry difficult to succeed in language learning. Conversely, some people
who are successful language learners find it difficult to succeed in other fields. They seem to have the
ability to learn languages. They can pick up new words, master rules and grammar, and learn to ‘write in
the new language more than others. Theyrdo ot seem to' be more intelligent than others, so what does a
successful language learner do? Language learning research shows that successful language learners are

similar in many ways.
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First of all, successful language learners-are indepeﬁdent learners. They do not depend on the.book or
the teacher; they discover their'own way to learn the language. Instead of waiting for the teacher to
explain, they try to find the patterns and rules for themselves. They are good guessers who look for clues
and form their own conclusions. When they guess wrong, they guess again. They try to learn from their
mistakes. '

Successful language learning is active learning. Therefore, successful learners do mnot wait for a
chance to use the language; they look for such a chance. They find people who speak the language and
they ask these people to correct them when they make a mistake. They will try anything to communicate.
They are not afraid to repeat what they hear or to say strange things; they are willing to make mistakes and
try again. When communication is difficult, they can accept information that is inexact or incomplete. It is
more important for them to learn to think in the language than to know the meaning of every word.

Finally, successful language learners are learners with a purpose. They want to learn the language
because they are interested in the language and the people who speak it. It is necessary for them to learn
the language in order to communicate with these people and to learn from them. They find it easy to
practice the language regularly because they want to learn with it.

What kind of language learner are you? If you are a successful language learner, you have probably
been learning independently, actively, and purposefully. On the other hand, if your language learning has
‘been less successful, you do well to try some of the techniques outlined above.

1. A successful language learner must

A. be very intelligent

B. depend on the good book or the good teacher

C. try always to speak correctly

D. try to learn the new language independently, actively, and purposefully
2. The independent language learners

A. do not need teachers while learning
B. depend on their own way to succeed
C. do not make mistakes

D. learn patterns and rules from books

3. Active language learning means_
A. talking with native speakers
. B. communicating with others now and then
C. looking for a chance to use the language
D. trying to understand the meaning of every word .
4. Why is thinking in the language more important than knowing the meaning of every word of the
language?

A. Knowing the meaning of every word is useless.




BeBEBEHESBES 2

)

B. Thinking in the language is easier than knowing the meaning of every word.
‘C. Knowing the meaning of every word requires more time.
D. When thinking in the language, you are using the language in an active way.

5. The author mainly tells us

A. how to succeed in language learning
B. the different ways of language learning:
C. something about language learning: !

D.-what a successful language learner looks like

Passage 2

How does it happen that children learn their mother tongue so well? Some people believe that a
child’s organs of speech are more flexible than an adult’s. This explanation, however, does not really hold
water. Children do not learn sounds correctly at once, but make very many mistakes. Their flexibility of
the tongue and lips is acquired later, and with no small ‘difﬁcultfz.

Others maintain that a child’s ear is especially sensitive. But then the ear also needs training, since at
first it can hardly notice differences in sounds which grown-up people hear most clearly.

The real answer in my opinion lies partly in the child himself, partly in the behaviour of the people
around him. In the first place, the time of learni'r;g the mother tongue is the most favourable of all, that is,
the first years of life. A child hears it spoken from morning till night énd, what is more important, always
in its genuine form, with the right pronunciation, right intonation, right use of words and right structure.
He drinks in all the words and expressions which come to him.

Then the child has, as it were, private lessons all the year found, while an adult language-student has
each week a limited number of hours which he usually shares with others. Besides, the child hears the
language in all possible situations. Here there is nothing unnatural, such as is often found in language
lessons in schools, when one talks about ice and snow in June or intense heat in January. And what a child
hears is usually what immediately interests him. Again and again, when he succeeds in his attempt at
speech, his desires are understood and fulfilled. ‘

Finally, though a child’s “teachers” may not have been trained in language teaching, they always
show deep concern for him. They take great pains to make their lessons easy and interesting, always
repeating the same phrases and at the same time doing the thing they are talking about. Unfortunately, this
is a point often not noticed by teachers of language, who demand faultless accuracy from the beginning
and so kill the interest in learning the language. '

1. The main purpose of this passage is

A. to reform the method of language learning
B. to encourage people to learn foreign language
C. to praise the way children learn their mother tongue

D. to compare adult’s study of foreign languages with childreri"s learning of native language
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2. One’s most favourable time of learning a language is when
A. one is only a small child
B. one has flexible organs of speech
C. one can live in the country where the language is spoken
D. one has fully developed mental power

3. In learning his mother tongue a child

A. takes great pains
B. can practice at any time and any place
C. shows no resistance as'he does in learning other things
D. has good teachers with special knowledge of language
4. Many students’ interest in learning a foreign language is often killed because
A. the language they learn is unnatural
B. their teachers are not so patient as their parents
C. the learning programs laid out by teachers are uninteresting
D. they are kept practicing unnecessarily long at some part of the subject
5. Which of the following statements best describes the organization of the passage?
A. The author gives examples to show the advantage'of native languages.
B. The author classifies (43 2K)the situation, methods and teachers in language learning.
C. The author expresses his opinion on learning the mother tongue. )
D. The author compares native and foreign language learning and then gives factors (J& [X]) which

influence language learning.

Part Three: Grammar Revision: Adverbial Clauses ({Ri& M A1)

1. R7n “eeeeee e B KB R 51 2 I TELRE A ]

iX 24145 hardly / scarcely / barely / just...when...,f! no sooner...than.... ERJIFEFE A H L%
SER”, MAEES) A — O 2. W B EEHE hardly, scarcely, barely, just B% no sooner J#E )
B, WRBEFHGIZEEF, R bad WAEEEZH. FlU0: |

No sooner had we reached the top of the hill than we all sat down fo rest.

Scarcely had we had our breakfast when an old lady came to the door.

I had just started back for the house to change my clothes when I heard voices.

2. FRIRC— oo oo E N B K HRF) 5| S I TRLR R AR

iXZi77% assoon as, the instant, the minute, the moment, the day, the first time 5. #j40:

Although we hadn’t met for 10 years, I realized him the moment I saw him.

You see the lightning the instant it happens, but you hear the thurder later.
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3. FIFREMNT

G & HRTE NN BT R if (WR), unless(BrAE), as(so) long as(R %), provided(fR ),
providing(that)(WR), suppose(fiW), supposing(that)(flii), in case(J7—- WIR), in the event that(4N
), on condition(that)(5c 4 #), assuming (that) (U1, £MREMNA PR St A, FH—
FCIRAE I B — B0 2 R AR — BB SR i B RSk i . il

I’1l accept the job as long as I don’t have to get up early.

We’ll visit New Zealand next year provided we have enough money.

I’1l lend you my computer if you promise to take care of it.

4. FoR“B R E XN EREE 525 FEARE NG

XK MBI as, since, because, now (that) (BER . F8), in that(FI k. ETF), seeing that
(BEAN)YE. Fitn:

As there is nothing else to discuss, I’ll declare the meeting closed.

Now that we have finished the course, we shall start doing more revision work.

These two areas are similar in that they both have.a high rainfall during this season.

5. so that(CA{), in order that(CL{), lest(Cl%, H#ERY), in case(LL#), for fear that(WEZL)ZE5|

S B AR E N |

lest A1) 7 8 F EAD 3 (should)+ JRTEZ)RE], REFEEH AH should. for fear that 51 F M AFE
RIRERE K, WA EHE may, might 8 .should ZEZAEN1 . in case MAEH B R, BaRGNE | _
=28, 3| SFMREMNG; BT AN, RRUB« DB Z2&, 518 BRIENG, K
W5 EH — R ITERT B should+HRTEBNR, EW A EMa-Frh, MA MR LK, & RWEn
should. 1:

She listened carefully in order that she might understand what the speaker said exactly.

When he went out, he would wear sunglasses in,case nobody would recognize him.

6. as f while 5| S HikRENA

1) as 51 i BRIENGIN, WA)BUE R EIERT, EﬂTTﬁﬁvﬂ 4. REshiE. BlE. BE

W W ESEETE as Z AT

Child as he is, he has good. manners.

Much as he likes football games, he never plays football.

Changed as times were, he was still a beggar.

Old as he is, he is healthy and strong.

Search as I would, I could find no sign of him.

2) While 5| ik BREMNAG), Rp“BR7ZE. #lWM:

While I know he is not perfect, I do like him.

We don’t like him while we respect him.

Correct the errors, if there are any, in the following sentences.

1. Hardly Bob had gone to bed when the doorbell rang.
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. I’ll give you an answer as soon as I’ll finish reading your report.

. In casé John came, please tell him to give me a call.

. Provided he is absent, what shall we:do?

. Seen that he.liked the sweater, 1 said “why not buy one?”

. He was fined because he broke some traffic rules.

Now that you are old enough to judge things, you should start your own career.

. Patient though he was, he had no intention of waiting for three hours.

. Much although I would like to help, I have other work to do.

\OOO.\IO\Lh-bUJN

10. I was advised to arrange for insurance lest I needed medical treatment.

Part Four: Exercises for PRETCO | .

+

Part] Vocabulary & Structures

Directions: This part is to test your ability to use 'wérds and phrases correctly to construct meaningful

and grammatically correct sentences. It consists of two sections.

Section A -
Directions: There are 10 incomplete statements here. You are required to. complete: each statement by

choosing the appropriate answer from the four choices marked A, B, C and D.

1. I can’t find my umbrella. I it on the bus. _ : L
A. may lost B. must have left  C. could have forgotten D.-should have left ‘-
2. If you next week, I should wait for you. '
A. could come back  B. come back C. would come back  D. should come back
3. Some of the older villagers prefer, __tobacco rather than smoke it.
A. chew B. chewed ) C. to chew . D. chewing
4, Those were the soldiers to rescue the trapped miners.
A. whose was the responsibility B. from whom the responsibility was .
C. whose responsibility was D. from who was the responsibility
5. No person is inferior _ . another. ©
A.on B.to C.in D. from
6.Itis easy to one state of matter from another. .
A. differ B. vary C. distinguish D. discriminate
7. Never .., such a foolish man since I came-to this part of the city. .
A. 1did see ~ B. have I seen C. have seen 1 D. did I see.
8. George Washington _ president of the United States for eight years.

A. was : B. had been C. had been being D. was being
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9. Mr. Brown has a strong of duty. .
A. sense " B. emotion ~ C. feeling D. thought
10. He glanced the newspaper quickly because he was in a hurry.
A.in B. at C. among ‘ D. through
Section B

Directions: There are 10 incomplete statements here. You should fill in each blank with the proper form

of the word given in the brackets.

11. (lie) 1in bed for several hours, he felt much better.
12. She is running about as if she (be) mad.
13. Please keep us (inform) of the latest development.
14. The manager listened to the (complain) from the customers patiently.
15. Peter wishes that he (study) law instead of literature when he was in
' college. A
f 16. My transistor radio is out of work. It needs (repair) .
17. The new discovery on Mars caused great (excite) among the scientists.
18. All my bags (examination) when I entered the country.
19. Hundreds of people (kill) in the terrible earthquake.
! 20. The commander ordered his soldier that his-bootlace (do)up.

A}

Part I Reading Comprehension

Directions: This part is to test your reading ability. There are five tasks for you to fulfill. You should read

the reading materials carefully and do the tasks as you are instructed.

Task 1
Directions: After reading the following passage, you will find five questions or unfinished statements,
numbered 21 to 25. For éach question of statement there are four choices marked 4, B, C and
D, you should decide on the best one. ,

How men first learned to invent words is unknown; in other words, the origin is unknown. All we
really know is that men, unlike animals, somehow invented certain sounds to express thoughts and
feelings, actions and things, so that they could communicate with each other; and that later they agreed on
certain signs, called letters, which could be combined to represent those sounds, and which could be
written down. Those sounds, whether spoken or written in letters, we call-words.

The power of words, then lies in their association (Bt )——the things they bring up before our
minds. Words become filled with meaning for us by experience; and the longer we live, the more certain

words recall to us the glad and sad events of our past; and the more we- read and learn, the more the
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number of words that mean:something to us increase.

Great writers are those who not only have great thoughts but also express thése thoughts in words
which appeal to (Xf-----5 4L} ) our minds and emotions. This charming and telling use of words is
what we call literary style. Above all, the real poet is a master of words. He can express hi$ meaning in
words which sound like music and by their association can move men to tears. We should, thereforé, learn
to choose our words carefully and use them accurately, or they will make our speech silly ‘and vulgar (&
B .

21. We will make our speech silly and vulgar if we

A. use words carefully B. use words in a literary style .
C. use words without accuracy D. use-words with.caution

22, One of the reasons why men invented certain sounds to express thoughts .and feeling was
that

A. they could express actions.and.things
B. they could communicate with each other
‘C. they could agree on letters
D. they could writé and combine them
23. What is true about the words?
A. They are used to express only thoughts.  B. They are signs. _
C. They are simply sounds. D. They can only be written.
24. Which of the following statements is not true?
A. The more we read and learn, the more the number of words means :something to us.
B. The more we. read. and learn, the more knowledge we will acquire.
C. The more we read and learn, the more learned we are.
D. The more we read and learn, the more literate we become.

25. In expressing their thoughts, great writers are able

A. to move men to tears B. to be masters
C. to be musicians D. to be charming '
Task 2
Directions: This task is the same as Task 1. The five questions or unfinished statements are numbered 26
to 30.

+

In order to learn a foreign language well, it is necessary to overcome the fear of making mistakes. If
the primary goal of language use is communication, then mistakes are secondary considerations that may
be dealt with gradually as awareness of those mistakes increases. On the other hand, st&dents should not
ignore (Z#1) their mistakes. The language learner may observe how native speakers express themselves,
and how native expressions differ from the way the learner might say them. For example, a. Spanish

speaker who has been saying “I do it” to express willingness to do something in the ihmediate future

i




