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FOREWORD

It is with great pleasure that I commend to you the

Chinese language version of this highly-acclaimed
UNICEF / Earthscan
cipation” — which responds 1o both the spirit and letter of
the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child which the

People’s Republic of China ratified a little over ten years

publication — “Children’s Parti-

ago. Article 12 specifically upholds the right of all
children to express their views and for adults to give due
weight to a child’ s opinions, especially in matters which
directly affect them.

UNICEF firmly believes in the importance of en-
couraging children to share ideas and opinions openly, a
right which implies a corresponding duty incumbent on
parents and other adults to provide an enabling environ-
ment within which children can find meaningful ways to
participate.

“Children’ s Participation” is designed as a prac-
tical guide to transforming good intentions into a process

of self-realization for children, in ways foreshadowed in

the text of the Convention itself. The importance and
originality of this book is to provide a viable framework
and context for participation, linked closely to the wider
environmental issues which affect children everywhere.

In view also of the strong commitment towards ac-
tivities which promote and protect the natural environ-
ment in China, we believe that this is a very opportune
moment to be publishing a Chinese version of a set of
ideas and activities with such potentially far-reaching
consequences for the future of the country.

I hope therefore that this first Chinese edition of the
book will help serve to bring these innovative ideas and
insights to readers already working in some capacity with
children and who can thereby pass on these experience
and insights to the children themselves.

It is for these reasons that UNICEF has supported
the translation of the book into Chinese and it is our
hope that our readers will be satisfied and enriched by

the material it contains.

Edwin J. Judd
UNICEF Representative to China
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INTRODUCTION

It is an honour for me to write an introduction to the
Chinese language edition of this important book,
“Children’s Participation” . The Jane Goodall Institute
(JGI) is proud to join with UNICEF, WWF, TVE, the
Chinese Academy of Sciences,
EARTHSCAN to bring this book to Chinese educators

and children.

Science Press, and

During my first two visits to China in 1998 and
1999 many teachers and very many children were fasci-
nated to hear what I had to tell them about chimpanzees
in far off Tanzania. But they were even more excited to
hear about environmental and conservation work around
the world, and they especially wanted to know how they
could become involved in programs to improve the
quality of their environment and protect the flora and
fauna of their own wonderfully diverse country.

For 11 years JGI has been developing a program
that encourages young people to participate in actions
that will help people, animals and the environment we
all share. This program, which began in Tanzania and
now has members in more than 40 countries around the
world, is called Roots & Shoots. The name is symbolic.
Roots creep under the ground and make firm foundation;
shoots seem small and weak, but to reach the light they
can break through brick walls. The brick walls represent
the terrible harm that we humans have inflicted on the
world-pollution,  destruction of forests, spreading
deserts, poverty, greed, crime and so on. The roots and
shoots are the young people of the planet. So the mes-
sage is one of hope: together they can start healing the
world, and learn to live in harmony with nature and with
each other.

This book documents clearly many of the ways in

which children in various parts of the world are partici-
pating in actions that greatly benefit themselves and their
communities. Roots & Shoots groups around the world
also aspire to participate in activities of this sort. Every
Roots & Shoots group undertakes three projects that show
care and respect for people, animals and the environ-
ment in the area where they live. JGI would like to help
establish a program like this throughout China. In co-
operation with other environmental programs for youth we
would like to provide Chinese children with experiences
that will enable them better to conserve the natural world
and all its forms of life, and to bring the beauty and
freshness of nature into the cities for the physical and
psychological benefit of all.

In my work I have always believed that every indi-
vidual has a role to play in life, and makes a difference.
We cannot live through a day without affecting the world
around us —and we all have a choice: what sort of dif-
ference do we want to make? The trouble is that we all
tend to think of ourselves as insignificant — one small
speck in the mass of 6 billion human beings who now live
on planet earth. “What I do, or do not do, cannot
possibly make any difference, ~we say to ourselves. And
so we don’t do what we know we should and we do what
we know we shouldn’. Imagine the difference if several
million people, all acted responsibly towards the world
around them!

If children can learn to live without destroying our
precious natural resources and to travel through life with
respect for other living beings, including each other,
then there is reason for hope for our grandchildren and

theirs.

Dr. Jane Goodall, March 20, 2000
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