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Too Dear for the Whistle

Benjamin Franklin®

When I was a child of seven years old, my friends, on
a holiday, filled my pocket with coppers. I went directly to
a shop where they sold toys for children; and, being
charmed with the sound of a whistle, that I met by the way
in the hands of another boy, I voluntarily offered and gave
all my money for one. I then came home, and went
whistling all over the house, much pleased with my whistle ,
but disturbing all the family. My brothers, and sisters, and
cousins, understanding the bargain I had made, told me I
had given four times as much for it as it was worth; put me
in mind what good things I might have bought with the rest
of the money; and laughed at me so much for my folly, that

I cried with vexation; and the reflection gave me more
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chagrin than the whistle gave me pleasure.

This however was afterwards of use to me, the
impression continuing on my mind; so that often, when I
was tempted to buy some unnecessary thing, I said to
myself, “Don’t give too much for the whistle” ; and I saved
my money.

As I grew up, came into the world, and observed the
actions of men, I thought I met with many, very many,

&

who “gave too much for the whistle. ”

When I met a man of pleasure, who did not try to
improve his mind or his fortune but merely devoted himself
to having a good time, perhaps neglecting his health,
“Mistaken man,” said I, “you are providing pain for
yourself, instead of pleasure; you are paying too dear for
your whistle. ”

If I saw someone fond of appearance who had fine
clothes, fine houses, fine furniture, fine equipages, all
above his fortune, and for which he had run into debt, and
ends his career in a prison. “Alas,” said I, “he has paid
dear, very dear, for his whistle. ”

When I see a beautiful, sweet-tempered girl married to
an ill- natured brute of a husband, “What a pity, ”said I,
“that she should pay so much for a whistle. ”

In short, the miseries of mankind are largely due
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to their putting a false value of things and giving “too

much for their whistles”.

P Vocabulary[ ifiC# ]
RAERINpAE AT
copper / 'kopa / n. HTH (FKHE F1i% ,#124F penny, halfpenny)
be charmed with Jy-+-% 2k, 8- 5]

disturb / dis'tab / vt FTHE, AL

bargain / 'bagin / n. A (AT R) .35

folly / 'foli / n. BEE, BE

vexation / vek'seifon / n. JFU, PRIR, ¥

chagrin / 'feegrin / n. A%, HHR

be tempted to BE XM, —0EM

court favor BAZE i) B2 (T 3K royal favor H5ZFX)
popularity / popju'leeriti / n. A

neglect / ni'glekt / n. B, B2

ruin / ruin; 'rutin / ot. 8K

esteem / is'titm / n. BE B

for the sake of . .. BT B, AT - %

equipage / 'ekwipidz / n. D%
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In short, the miseries of mankind are largely due

to their putting a false value of things and giving

“too much for their whistles e
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