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President Hu Jintao joining soldiers in dispatching ster-relief materials
at an airport in Guangxi Zhuang autonomous region, where he o visited
local communities during the first three days of the Spring Festival holidays
Xinhua
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When snow first started falling in mid-January in parts of southern China, nobody
knew it would turn out to be the biggest and deadliest blizzard in decades. By
February 23, 129 people were dead, 4 missing, 1.66 million relocated, and some 2
million had been stranded in buses, trains and transport stations. Scenes of travelers
waiting in and outside overcrowded railway stations, eager for an opportunity to
board were agonizing.

The natural disaster couldn’t have come at a worse time — the Spring Festival, during
which 2.4 billion trips are made for family reunions for the Chinese Lunar New Year.
But this time, power lines buckled, buses ground to a halt on icy highways, and
trains could not depart on time. Less noticeable to the public were the farming and
forestry sectors, with 11.8 million hectares of crops and 17 million hectares of forests
adversely affected. More than 485,000 houses collapsed under the weight of heavy
snows. By the tally of the Ministry of Civic Affairs, direct economic loss from the
snowstorms had added up to 151.6 billion yuan (21.2 billion US$).

Confronted with the magnitude of the natural disaster, national unity, perseverance,
generosity, self-sacrifice and mutual assistance prevailed, as the pictures in this
album show. We saw China’s leaders visiting storm-hit areas to supervise and
expedite relief work, not to mention the calming presence they provided. We saw
soldiers using military equipment to de-ice frozen roads and rescue stranded
travelers. We saw employees of power companies climbing icy transformer
substation towers to remove ice and fix broken lines. We saw people from all over
the nation donating money and supplies to help their fellow countrymen overcome
the adversity.

Behind the big chill were millions of big warm hearts that opened up and thawed the
freezing cold into a backdrop for a great display of human compassion. Almost eight
million people participated in the rescue and relief efforts.

While we cannot bring you all the thousands of stories that formed the tableau of this
event, we are presenting a collection of the photographs documenting moments that
helped transform a winter tale of gloom into one of hope and recovery. Behind each
image is a story of human beings threatened by the elements, but eventually one
of endurance and survival. Buildings may have been crushed, but the human spirit
always shine through.

/y{._

February 26, 2008




T S S ESEIE PN N

Snow-covered mountains. in Guizhol provinge; on‘February 5, 2008.
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Asia News Photo Website (www.asianewsphoto.com), operated by China Daily on
behalf of Asia News Network (ANN) - an alliance of 16 Asian newspapers published
in 14 countries, was initially launched on March 1, 2006. China Daily has five
years experience operating a news photo website and has gathered about 2000
photographers who have contributed some 700,000 pictures.

Asianewsphoto.com consists of a major English language channel, ANN free exchange
channel, a Chinese language channel and an archive channel. The website covers
pictures from Asia, which will be mainly contributed by ANN members. The website
seeks contributions from professional photographers and freelance photographers, as
well as news organizations in Asia. The photo service will span the whole spectrum —
from news, features and events to fashion, environment and sports.

Asia News Photo Website (www.asianewsphoto.com) hopes to provide the best
possible professional service to the global media, as well as a platform for photographic
communication and Asian photographers.

The Internet is at the forefront of a new era of technological innovation, a medium for
information that can challenge and benefit our development. Asia News Photo Website,
working on the principle of “sharing photos together”, will seek to cooperate with the
newspaper, magazine, broadcast, television and Internet industries. We want to build a
bridge between China and the world for media communication, enhance the role of the
Internet in news reporting, timing, visual effects, mutual communication and information
flow, and provide a better service for photographers and media all over the world.

E-Mail: asianewsphoto@chinadaily.net.cn *
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Lying flat in the thick snow, a paramilitary policeman tries to thaw the ice at a
power station in Zhaotong, Yunnan province, on February 1, 2008.
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a 1y worker climbs
damaged cables in Leishan County, Guizhou province, on
January 25, 2008
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