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China has now entered the medical world scene on a big scale. In every field leading pro-
fessionals are emerging. In spine surgery such a person is Prof. Yong Hai, and it is a great
honour for us to have him involved with us in our work. The evolution of spine surgery in China
is running parallel to the rest of the world. One trend which is becoming more and more appar-
ent is the increased popularity of nonfusion techniques. Spinal fusion used to be a standard
surgical technique, even in the face of limited evidence as to its true efficacy. In recent years
new techniques that try to restore a better functional unit while preserving motion have been in-

troduced.
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This book gives a thorough overview of the currently existing techniques and new inven-
tions based on nonfusion ideas. The book has separate sections where the reader is first given

basic biomechanical,, physiological and imaging background knowledge. Then he is taken
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trough diagnostic aspects to non-surgical treatment
modalities. Finally the main topic is approached.
Nuclear replacement, total disc arthroplasty and
dynamic stabilization devices are presented.
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China will face similar economic constraints as
the rest of the world as financial resources cannot

be infinite. In the last section of the book we look

at economic and ethical aspects of new these technologies.

Robert Gunzburg

BT ERE SRR, o EW A T7 E KRR Z T 2ok 0L, A<
J — 873 0 B A 2 R Rl B AR X 22 5 A B 5 T PR o

We feel that this book will be useful for Chinese spine specialists such as orthopaedic sur-

geons, neurosurgeons, rheumatologists, rehabilitation specialists, neurologists, bioengineers

and regulatory affairs specialists.
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