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TEXT A

Families

1  “Family” — the word has different meanings for different people.
Some people think of a family as a mother, a father and their children;
others include grandparents, aunts, uncles, and cousins. For some of
us, family means the group of relatives living far away from home. For
others, having a family simply means having children. Some families
have long histories, while others know very little about their ancestors.
No.matter whether it is young or old, large or small, traditional or
modern, every family has a sense of what a family is. It is that feeling
of belonging, of love and security that comes from living together,
helping and sharing.

2 There are basically two types of families: nuclear families and
extended families. The nuclear family usually consists of two parents
and their children. The mother and father form the center of the
family. The children stay in the nuclear family until they grow up and
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marry. Then they form new nuclear families. The extended family is
very large. There are often many nuclear families in one extended
family. An extended family includes children, parents, grandparents,
uncles, aunts and cousins. The members of an extended family are
related by blood or by marriage. They are all related, so the members
of an extended family are called relatives.

3 Traditionally, all the members of an extended family lived in the
same area. However, with the change from an agricultural to an
industrial society, many nuclear families moved away from the family
home in order to find work. The nuclear family becomes more
Important than the extended family as the society industrializes.

4 In post-industrial societies like the United States, even the nuclear
family is changing. The nuclear family is becoming smaller as parents
want fewer children, and the number of childless families is
increasing. Traditionally, the father of a nuclear family earned money
for the family while the mother cared for the house and the children.
Today, more than 50% of the nuclear families in the United States are
two-earner families — both the father and the mother earn money for
the family — and in a few families the mother earns money while the
father takes care of the house and the children. Many nuclear families
are also “splitting-up” — more and more parents are getting divorced.
5  What will be the result of this “ splitting” of the nuclear family?
Social scientists now talk of two family forms: the single parent family
and the remarried family.

New Words

grandparent /’graendpearant/ n. HALEE, SME AL FE

cousin /'kazn/ n. ROE) SL3, 2 (3) ALk
ancestor /' ansista/ n. #HEe

belonging /bi’loyin/ n. BT &, B

security /si’'kjuarati/ n. 24

share / [ea/ v.

AE RS

basically /’beisiksli/ ad. HAE b, MRAE
nuclear /’'njuzklia/a. BO i, B AERY
extended /iks’tendid/ q. EARE, 5 B

relate /ri'leit/

v. B&R
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blood /blad/ n. L, I &E
relative /’relativ/ n. B
traditionally /tra’difonsli/ ad. &5
agricultural / agri'kaltforal/ a. o)
industrial /in’'dastrial/ a. Tk A
industrialize /in’dastrislaiz/ v. 1 Tk 4k
post-industrial /’paust-in’dastriol/ a. Ja Tolk i
childless /’tfaildlis/ a. BHETH
earn /2m/ v. #3158
earner /'9mna/ n. #ERE ABAE
split /split/ ». a8, 0T
~divorce /di'vors/ v. g
social /'saufal/ a. FEHy, 4 3E
remarry / ri'meri/ v. i

Phrases and Expressions

think of ... as Hleeeee 10
no matter whether AERE
take care of BR g, B
split up Gy EIE
talk of WA, R
Exercises

I . Decide whether the following statements are True (T) or False (F) according to

the passage.

(
(

) 1. Different people have different understanding of what a family is.

)2. By living together, helping and sharing, every family has a sense of
belonging, love and security.

)3. Members of an extended family are related neither by blood nor by
marriage.

)4. The extended family becomes less important than the nuclear family
with the rapid progress in society.

)5. Today, there are also new types of family forms: the single parent
family and the remarried family.
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II. Choose the best answers according to the passage.

1.

Which family is usually the largest family?

A. The nuclear family. B. The extended family.

C. The single parent family. D. The remarried family.

What is the one thing shared by all families?

A. Living together under the same roof.

B. The feeling of belonging, love and security.

C. Being related by blood or marriage.

D. All the members being from the same great-grandparents.

The nuclear family of an extended family does not live together today for

young people do not like to live together with their parents

A.

B. nuclear families are more important

C. living alone means more independence
D.

the change of society makes it necessary for people to go out looking for a
job

According to the text, post-industrial societies refer to

A. developing countries B. developed countries

C. under-developed countries D. the third world countries
Which of the following families comes from a divorce?

A. The double-income family. B. The nuclear family.

C. The remarried family. D. The extended family.

I. Translate the following expressions into Chinese or English.

1.

- no matter whether it is large or small

consist of two parents and their children

consist of hydrogen and oxygen

W HEME
AR S LB
. take care of the children
take care of the younger generation
BB N
KB R
. talk of two family forms
talk of human future
B g
REFENEE M
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no matter how hard I try

BRI
NERBT A

IV. Fill in the blanks with the words or expressions given below. Change the form

where necessary.

marriage social traditionally talk of ' take care of
industrial  relative nuclear split up. consist of
1. People from different systems may have different thinking
patterns.
2. The students of high schools are also going to study abroad.
3. The old couple’ s has lasted more than sixty happy years.
4.He is a of mine. His father is married to my aunt.
5. , women stayed at home taking care of the children.
6. After Mr. White with his wife he went to Africa.
7. In the nineteenth century England became the center of the
Revolution.
8. In some families, both parents work and the house and the
children. .
9. Several power stations are to be built in this region.
10. Now, the nuclear family in China usually father, mother and

their single child.

V. Rewrite the following sentences by using no matter ( what, when, where,
whether, who ... ).
Model; However hard he tries, he never seems able to do the work satisfactorily.

1.
2.
3.

4.

No matter how hard he tries, he never seems able to do the work
satisfactorily.
However hard I tried, I could not catch up with him.

Whatever your opinions are, you are welcome to join in our discussion.

I’ 1l be glad to see him whenever he comes.

The police are determined to track down the criminals, wherever they have

fled.
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5. Whichever book you borrow, you must return it in two weeks.

6. 1’11 come round tomorrow, whoever may be here.

. Translate the following sentences into Chinese.
1. Some people think of a family as a mother, a father, and their children; others
include grandparents, aunts, uncles, and cousins.

2.1t is that feeling of belonging, of love and security that comes from living
together, helping and sharing.

3. The nuclear family usually consists of two parents and their children. The
mother and the father form the center of the nuclear family.

4. The members of an extended family are related by blood or by marriage:

5. The nuclear family is becoming smaller as parents want fewer children, and the
number of childless families is increasing.

6. Social scientists now talk of two family forms: the single parent family and the

remarried family.

- Translate the following sentences into English.

L KERBIERAREZFEANBERE TR,

2. BICEEI], KR BESE i M B SRIS 06 RA R

3. PEKBOREERE B SUE AR T L8R,

4 EREH L ERENEIBRE.

5. REBAKKBALG , FER G —E4TE,

6. AT R R M T AR A TR P BB 5T
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The Changing American Family

1 The family is important to people all over the world although the
structure of the family is quite different from one country to another. In
the United States, as in many other countries in the world, the family
is changing. A generation or two ago, the traditional family, in which
the father was the boss, was customary. Now, the modern family, in
which both the father and the mother are equal partners, is more
common.

2 The traditional family of yesterday and the modem family of today
have several similarities. The traditional family was a nuclear family,
and the modern family is, too. The role of the father in the traditional
family was to provide for his family. Similarly, the father in the
modern family is expected to do so. The mother in the traditional
family took care of the children’ s physical and emotional needs just as
the modern mother does.

3 On the other hand, there are some great differences between the
traditional family and the modern family. The first important difference
is in the man’s role. The traditional husband was the head of the
household, because he was the only one who worked outside the
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home. In many families today, both husband and wife work for pay.
Therefore, they share the role of head of household. In addition, the
traditional husband did not help his wife with the housework or meal
preparation. Dinner was ready when he came home. Now, the modern
husband helps his working wife at home. The second difference is in
the woman’ s role. In the traditional family, the woman’ s primary role
was to take care of her family and home. In contrast, in many families
today, the modern woman works outside the home even after she has
children. The traditional wife learned to live within her husband’ s
income. On the other hand, the modern wife does not have to because
the family has two incomes. The final difference is in the role of the
children. In the traditional family, the children were taken care of by
the mother. However, today, preschool children may go to a child-
care center because the mother works. The school-age children of
traditional family were more dependent. Their mother was there to help
them to get ready for school and to make their breakfast. In contrast,
modern children are more independent. They have to get up early in
the morning and get ready for school. Their mother is busy getting
ready for work, so they may even have to make their own breakfast.

4 In conclusion, the American family of today is different from the
family of fifty years ago. The new century may bring more important

changes to the American family structure.

New Words

structure /’strakt[a/ n. L5, My
generation /d3ona'reifon/ n. —fRCA)
customary /"kastomoari/ a. BRER, &FJBRE
equal /'itkwal/ a. FERY

similarity /simi’leeriti / n. AL, AL

role /roul/ n.

At e

provide /pra’vaid/ v. R, g

similarly /’similali/ ad. ' AELL 3, 25101 3

expect /iks’pekt/ v. BIRE, W

physical /'fizikal/ a. WRK, SR, BRI, PR
emotional /i'maufonl/ a. : &Y

therefore/'deafo:/ ad. [AIT
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addition /9'difon/ n.

primary /'praimari/ a.
contrast /’kontraest/ n.

B , &5
EER, RV, EAH
X b, X B

income /'inkam/ n.

final /’fainal/ adj.

preschool /'priiskuil/ adj.
school-age /'skul-'eid3/ adj.
dependent /di’'pendont/ adj.
independent /indi’pendont/ adj.
conclusion /kan’klu:zon/ n.

provide for

in addition

on the other hand

in contrast

get ready for

be busy doing something

in conclusion

WA, Brid

B, BAH)
SEREHTHY , AZERTHY
FIRAY
I , AR FEH)
057 HY

2w

Phrases and Expressions

WEFE, Ry R W
FAHh, Iz

H—JH

Xt Ee, AH R

B2, g ERTid

Exercises

I . Decide whether the following statements are True ( T) or False ( F) according to

the passage.

( L
( ) 2.
(¢ )3
( ) 4.
¢ )5S

Family is structured in more or less the same way all over the world.
Both the traditional and modern families are nuclear families.

The father in the traditional family had to provide for his family, but
this role of the father has already changed.

The woman in the modern family does not have to stop working after
she has children.

In the modern family, preschool and school-age children do not depend
so much on their mothers as children did fifty years ago.

I . Translate the following expressions into Chinese or English.

1. equal trade
equal treatment




