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T he Menace cof
Pitl Bulls

The pit bull has been bred for hundreds of years to be a fearless fighter. But now, especially in urban

areas, many people feel that this guard dog is too ferocious for its own good.



Betty Lou Stidham lived in terror. She feared the

dogs next door to her—two ferocious pit bulls.
Earlier, these dogs had mauled Stidham's own dog. Stidham, who
lived alone, asked the city to have the two pit bulls put to sleep. But
officials in Memphis, Tennessee, said no. They said her dog had caused the attack. It had
stuck its paw through the neighbor's fence.

And so, on a steamy day in 1990, Betty Lou Stidham walked out to her mailbox to
get the mail. As she walked back toward her house, the two pit bulls struck. Somehow

they had gotten outside their chain-link fence. Fifty-seven-year-old Stidham never had a °

chance. The snarling dogs jumped all over her. Karen Gomez was driving by in her car at
the time. "There was this large body [Stidham weighed 200 pounds] with hardly any
clothes on," said Gomez. "There was a dog on each side pulling on the body, which
seemed lifeless."

But Stidham wasn't dead—not yet. She did what she could to fend off the pit bulls. A
neighbor who witnessed part of the struggle said, "At times [Stidham] would raise her
right hand up. When she did, [the dogs] would aftack the hand. You could tell she was
still alive, maybe barely."

The neighbor desperately wanted to help Stidham. Grabbing two brooms, she began
to run toward the dogs. But a friend stopped her. "She beat on me with her fists to let her
go help," said the friend. "But I couldn't let her do it. They would have killed her too."
Meanwhile, someone had called 911. An ambulance arrived and rushed Stidham to the
hospital. But it was too late. Stidham had lost too much blood. She died four hours later.

Betty Lou Stidham isn't the only person to be attacked by angry pit bulls. In
Michigan, a pit bull broke out of its owner's backyard. It went into a neighbor's yard
where young Kyle Corullo was playing. The pit bull killed the little boy by breaking his
neck. In Alabama, two pit bulls attacked Johnny Ford as he jogged. Ford, who was the
city's mayor, saved himself by climbing up a tree. Still, the dogs did plenty of damage.
They nearly ripped off one of Ford's legs.

Dozens of people have been mauled or killed by pit bulls in recent years. What
makes these dogs so vicious? Pit bulls—which are really bull terriers—are strongly built.
And they have been bred to be fierce. It has been said that a pit bull would rather fight
than eat. In the 1800s, some owners set up fights between these dogs. Two dogs would be
put into a pit. They would fight while people, who bet on one dog or the other, cheered.

E’DUJ!UV /(JBub/



Although pit bull fighting is now against the law, some people still use the dogs as
fighters. Some use the dogs for protection. They keep pit bulls as guard dogs. Others just
like the breed. They say that a well-trained pit bull can make a marvelous pet. They are
loyal and they love to be around people. "There's no dog that has a bigger heart," said one

P
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pit bull owner. "You can just feel the love coming from this dog."

In fact, many dog experts claim that the problem lies not with the dogs but with the
owners. Some people treat their pit bulls badly. Others don't bother to train the dogs
properly. So perhaps the owners are to blame for pit bull attacks. Today, owners in some
places face fines or even jail if their pit bulls attack someone.

So, is the pit bull a good dog or a bad dog? It depends. If the dog is curled up on

your lap by the fire, it's a good dog. But if'it's tearing at your arm, it's a real menace.

Reading Time: Lesson 1
Minutes

' Seconds
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jomprehension

okl i B

(RS =100y FEM=255))

M= #& 0B 15 4 B= B REEES 10 5 N= REXFLHE 10 4
M-Main Idea B-Too Broad N-Too Narrow
_ 1. Some dogs can be very dangerous and should not be trusted. [This statement is
too broad. The article is about a particular kind of dog, the pit bull.]
2. Bred to be fighters, pit bulls can be vicious pets. [This is the main idea. It tells
what the article is about—the pit bull. It also tells you what the dog is like.]
_ 3. In the 1800s some owners set up fights between pit bulls and bet on which
would win. [This statement is true, but it is too narrow. It gives only one piece,
or detail, from the article.]

B wvcs s
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1. Betty Lou Stidham feared the dogs next door because
a. they made too much noise. b. they had hurt her dog.
c. she disliked all dogs.
2. A pit bull killed young Kyle Corullo by
a. breaking his neck. b. tearing an artéry.
c. cutting off his air supply.
3. Betty Stidham was attacked by pit bulls while
a. sitting in her living room. b. teasing the dogs.
c. walking back from her mailbox.
4. Pit bulls are really a kind of
a. collie. b. terrier. c. spaniel.
S. A pit bull can be a good dog if it is
a. trained properly. b. always kept away from people.
c. ignored all the time.
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% j HEBRE (5 =25 4 /N8 =5 5))

BOABRLEXHARHNESESER, HIH T FE2EER.
(C= IEWEE F= $8iRHEE )
C—-Correct Inference F-Faulty Inference

1. You can always count on a strong chain-link fence to keep pit bulls away from
you. [This is a faulty Inference. The pit bulls next door to Betty Stldham found a
way out of their fenced yard.]

2. More than other dog owners, pit bull owners have a
responsibility to care for their pets. [This is a correct inference. Since pit bulls have
been bred to be fighters, it is especially important to train and treat them
properly.] V ‘

3. Once a pit bull has pulled its victim down to the ground, it loses interest in him
or her. [This is a faulty inference. The pit bulls continued to attack Betty Stidham
even after she was down.]

4. In the hands of cruel or violent people, the pit bull could be a dangerous
weapon. [This is a correct inference. It would be easy, it seems, to train a pit bull
to be as violent as its owner wishes|

5. Pit bulls cannot climb trees. [This is a correct inference. Mayor Johnny Ford
escaped from a pit bull by climbing a tree.]

@ W SUB (25 =25 43, IEBRW] C=3 4, IEBIEW] O=2 4})

‘S P RENEEEBRLSERN—T,
(C= 2Rk O= ERHERsHEHAER)
C-Closest O-Opposite or Nearly Opposite
1. She feared the dogs next door to her-two ferocious pit bulls.
~ a. friendly and gentle ~_b. fierce; brutal
c. young
2. Earlier, these dogs had mauled Stidham's own dog.
a. injured ~ b.come to the aid of
~ c.passed by
3. She did what she could to fend off the pit bulls.
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a. invite to come closer ~ b. remember
c. drive away '
4. What makes these dogs so vicious?
a. unusual ~b. peaceful; kind
c. savage; violent
5. But ifit's tearing at your arm, it's a real menace.
a. one who threatens to harm others ~~ b. shock
c. one who tries to help others

@ BIEECEXM BRSO
RIBEESE, EHEBRER,

1. The authors use the first sentence of the article to
a. make the reader curious about what was frightening Betty Lou Stidham.
b.describe Betty Lou Stidham's personality.
c. compare pit bulls and other dogs.

2. From the statements below, choose those that you believe the authors would agree
with.
a. No one should be allowed to own pit bulls, since these dogs are so vicious.
b. Pit bulls need to be treated with kindness, or they may become vicious.
c. People who are afraid of pit bulls are foolish.

3. What is the authors' purpose in writing "The Menace of Pit Bulls"?
a. to persuade readers not to own pit bulls

>
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b.to inform readers about how vicious some pit bulls may be

c. to describe the way some owners feel about their pit bulls
4. Choose the statement below that best describes the authors' position in paragraph 7.
a. Different people have different reasons for keeping pit bulls.
b. Using pit bulls as guard dogs makes them dangerous.
¢. No dog is more gentle and loving than the pit bull.

%i IERRECE MRS )
EH TN ENERRERSEN T,

1. Below are summaries of the article. Choose the summary that says all the most
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important things about the article but in the fewest words.

.
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a. Pit bulls can be dangerous. [This summary leaves out almost all of the important
details, such as how and why pit bulls are dangerous.]

b. Pit bulls may attack no reason at all, as one attacked Betty Lou Stidham in her.
Many people agree that because pit bulls were bred to be fighters in the 1800s they
are too dangerous to be kept as pets, even if some people claim that they are loyal
and lovable. [This summary presents import‘ath ideas from the article but includes too
many unnecessary details.]

c. Although some people love pit bulls, these dogs can beunpredictable and vicious.
[This summary says all the most important things about the article in the fewest
words.}

2. Read the statement from the article below. Then read the paraphrase of that
statement. Choose the reason that best tells why the paraphrase does not say
_the same thing as the statement.

Statement: It has been said that a pit bull would rather fight than eat.

Paraphrase: Pit bulls do not enjoy fighting, nor do they like to eat.

a. Paraphrase says too much.

b. Paraphrase doesn't say enough.

c. Paraphrase doesn't agree with the statement. [The first statement implies that pit
bulls enjoy fighting so much that they would choose to fight over an enjoyable
activity such as eating. The second statement says that pit bulls don't enjoy either
fighting or eating.]

%% BHPERCE )
XFERE 1,2, 3 ERRIRRMEE, HEGFLHEBER,

1. For each statement below, write O if it expresses an opinion or write F if it
expresses a fact.
a. Pit bulls are stronger than many other dogs.
b. You can never trust a pit bull.
¢. Only people who don't care about their neighbors would own a pit bull.

2. Choose from the letters below to correctly complete the following statement.
Write the letters on the lines.

On the positive side, , but on the negative side .



a. some people use pit bulls as guard dogs
b. pit bulls can be brave and loyal g
c. pit bulls can be vicious and mean

3. Reread paragraph 6. Then choose from the letters below to correctly complete
the following statement. Write the letters on the lines.
According to paragraph 6, ~ because
a. in the past, pit bulls were bred to be fighters
b. pit bulls are really bull terriers
c. today's pit bulls are sometimes vicious

4. If you were a dog trainer, how could you use the information in the article to train pit
bulls?
a. Be nervous and afraid around pit bulls because they can become dangerous.
b.Know that you need to take special care in training pit bulls or they could become

dangerous.

c. Refuse to train pit bulls because these dogs are dangerous.

5. What did you have to do to answer question 3?
a. find a cause (why something happened)
b. find an opinion (what someone thinks about something)
c. make a prediction (what might happen next)

sessment AL

s/pwiul Aabu
LS/ v/ v

A question I would like answered by Johnny Ford is  [Write a question to ask Johnny

ford concerning his brush with death when the pit bull attacked him.]

Before reading this article, I already knew  [Recall facts you knew about pit bull attacks

by other vicious dogs.]

X/ \Q~ — . Q9 /
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