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Africa

Have you ever wondered what it’s like to live on the wide Serengeti Plains or
experience the beauty of a night in the Sahara Desert? Africa is full of such wonder-
ful surprises.

The second largest continent on earth (the largest is Asia), Africa is almost three
times the size of China. It is surrounded by water on all sides and is home to big
deserts, tropical rain forests, rugged mountains and rich grasslands.

Because of its geography and climate, Africa has an amazing variety of wildlife.
Many animals in Africa are found nowhere else in the world, such as African ele-
phants and Nile crocodiles.

Africa is also rich in culture. It has the oldest human history on earth. For exam-
ple, ancient Egypt has interested people around the world for centuries. Many differ-
ent peoples and tribes, each with their own unique culture, live in Africa. The natural
beauty, precious wildlife, and mysterious culture attract an increasing number of

tourists from around the world every year. Sixteen African countries such as Egypt

and South Africa are now open to Chinese as tourist destinations.
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Ethiopia

Much of the fascination of Ethiopia lies in its myriad historical sites, the o-
belisks and stele of Axum, the churches and Coptic monasteries in the Tigre, in the
Lake Tana isles and in the Lalibela: the African Jerusalem with its monolithic
churches. In Ethiopia there are also nine national parks, two of which include the
mountain groups of the Simien and the Bale, while the others lie in the Rift Valley
towards Kenya. The unforeseeable wild landscapes are surely the main attraction of
these parks, where many of the animal species are protected, and some of them are
endemic to the area. The proximity of Ethiopia to the Equator and the variety of its
habitats make it one of the richest countries in Africa in wild bird life.

History and nature are not the only attractions of this surprising country. It is a
unique experience to come into contact with its people, so deeply rooted in their tra-
ditional culture, to participate in religious rites in one of the many Coptic Churches,
to meet native populations like the Hamer, the Mursi, the Caro and the many others

whose lifestyle is hard to imagine today, so far is it from our modern life.

“?:;.;;.:E:g‘“wg; pram 3



B iy

REBH XN EF S-S ANHENER BB £ b, HRARE, B
LR, B, AL FURHE A B8R , LAB AR ALY e BR B 38
REEOHE, EREERLTAE 9 MERARE, HH RN EFEEREILMT
ARIILLIEE, BRI NI A R FAR B EEA R W AIHTT . — bR T Husk
RIXE R 5 | R HTT , XA REFRIFshrs, Kb F eshy
XMHIXERN . REGRLTIELRE, ERMEHRZRUERX N EZR
AR E SR RENERZ .

WK, D BRI B R R G N RIX MBS ERME—IR S | AT . R
HWARKAZE, RS T RE LR NE L 3, LRES MBS FHST
FOGK, EYH T ERRIEIS B/ R R YUE R, T RIFRIE
FOESE . B ER T AERRIARER BT, FEELSRELER
Yo




Spain

Spain is one of the ancient countries in Europe and together with her close
neighbour Portugal, occupies Iberian Peninsula — a vast block of land in the extreme
south — west corner of Europe.

Spain is a land of mountains and plateaus. It is one of the more mountainous
countries of Europe. Most of its people are crowded into narrow stripe of coastal
lowland along the Bay of Biscay to the north and the Mediterranean Sea to the south
and east.

In most parts of Spain water is scarce, and because of this it is a precious com-
modity that people never waste. Door—to—door water—sellers are still a common sight
in poor areas. .

Spain has a variety climate; in most parts the climate is extremely harsh. Up on
the Meaeta in the center of the country the winter are long and cold, with icy winds
blowing down from the mountains, and occasional downpours or snowfalls. In the
summer months the temperature shoots right up and the sun beats down from a blue,
cloudless sky.
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Morocco

Morocco is lying in the northwest of Africa,lapped by the Mediterranean and
the Atlantic.

Going through the center of Casablanca,the capital of Morocco,we find our-
selves in a forest of buildings in glass and cement. With more than four million in-
habitants, Casablanca is the industrial and financial center of Morocco.

Mohammed V Square is the heart of the city and the symbol of modemization
of the country. The metropolis attracts a steady flow of immigrants from the coun-
tryside who find opportunities for work. Thus, streets of Casablanca present a peculiar
mixture of the super-modern and ancestral tradition.

The mosque of Ben Youssef stands out against the uniform panorama of
Marakech. Marakech’s focal point and a great outdoor theatre is the square of Jemaa—
el-Fna.The square is the customary meeting place for the city’s inhabitants.

The mellah, which was the main Jewish quarter in Morocco. After 1956, the
year of the declaration of independence of modern Morocco,almost all the 16,000
Jews of Marraken emigrated, leaving the quarter of the Muslims.

The mellah is a neighborhood of essentially local importance:everyday prod-
ucts, including spices,pulses and cereals,are sold in its shops and from its open—air
stalls.

We are in the area of the dyers,one of the most picturesque and photographed
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parts of the city.
The dyes used are often vegetable or mineral origin — and therefore natural —

like poppy, saffron_and quartzite.

The souk is divided into many different zones which are called after the prod-
ucts that are made or sold there. Some have made—up names, like the souk of the
donkeys, so called because it’s where they manufacture and sell panniers and carri-
er—baskets.

In the evening, Jemaa—el-Fna square turns into a huge open—air restaurant. Im-
provised stalls offer the hundred delicious specialities of Morroccan cuisine. The

«acrid smell of lamb kebabs and the sweet smell of cakes soaked in honey predomi-
nate over everything else.

Fez ,which is enclosed inside its circle of walls,covers the sides of a hill with
its houses, mosques, palaces and markets,so that there are significant differences in
level between one quarter and another.

The Bab Boujeloud gate stands out from the other gates of the old city because
of the bright color of its enamel covering. The main commercial street that leads to
the medina starts from here.

Fez became the capital of the kindom at the beginning of the 9th century. The
elegant and sophisticated gates of Fez,the details on the balconies and the windows
and the ceramic decorations of the mosques are presenting how splendid it was dur-

ing a couple of hundreds years.
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