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Introduction

For criminal science to advance and mature, it is necessary to study all
kinds of criminal phenomena by objective method Contemporary Positivist Crimi-
nology used positive method to analyse criminal phenomena of Tianjin before
eight years in China New Edition of Contemporary Positive Criminology not only
uses positive method but also emphasizes on regularity of crime and anticrime.
So, the book raises the content and depth of theories of criminology to a new
level in China.

The four most distinguishing features of this book are to be summarized as
follows:

1. A breakthrough in research method. Positive method to be used in the
book is one of distinguishing features. By proving and discovering the various
patterns in actual criminal behavior, the book has accomplished “seeking the
truth from facts. ” On the other hand, computer software and technology are to be
utilized to analyses all sorts of data in the book.

2.Systematic data. For the exposition of regularity, the dataset for the book
is a general survey of all prisoners (about 20000 people) in Tianjin, the third
largest city in China from 1990 to 2002. From these data, we can explain the
phenomena and regularities of crime during the course of social development in
China. Of course, the situation in Tinjin can not be generalized to the whole of
China because each region has its own peculiar crime regularities. However,
these conclusions on the basis of such data (the survey from 1990 to 2002) can
emphasize the features of crime of social development in essence.

3.A new point and systematic structure. At present, there are few books
about regularity of crime in China. But, it is important for criminology to study
the regularity. As a new point, regularity including crime and anticrime is to be
key content in the book. The book is divided into seven parts and 29chapters ac-
cording to the purport. Part One is a general exposition of research methods and
criminal regularity, Part Two analyzes regularity of the Crime Composition; Part
Five is a comparative study of regularity of different types of crime; Part Six
looks at regularity of recidivism; Part Seven explains regularity of anticrime.
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From Parts two through seven we can distinguish the outlines of criminology about
research on regularity.

4 .Development in the research of criminal patterns. The book greatly
strengthens criminological theory by using scientific questionnaire design, ad-
vanced research methods. Much of the content of the book has never been dis-
cussed in China’s criminological field as the point of regularity. The book repre-
sents the first time in China’s criminological history that the theory on the medi-
um of social control, the types of crime and regularity of anticrime have been ad-
dressed with positivistic research methods.

In one word, the book edited chiefly by Zhou Lu has made great progress a-
mong lots of books about criminology in China in the present time, which con-
tributes to a better understanding of regularity of crime in modern society.
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