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Dan Brown’ s The Da Vinci Code

Dan Brown is the author of numerous bestsel-
ling novels, including the #1 New York Times
bestseller, The Da Vinci Code — one of the
best selling novels of all time. In early 2004,
all four of Dan Brown’ s novels held spots on
the New York Times bestseller list during the

same week.

Recently named one of the World’s 100 Most
Influential People by TIME Magazine, Dan

Brown has made appearances on CNN, The Today Show, National
Public Radio, Voice of America, as well as in the pages of News-
week, Forbes. People, GQ, The New Yorker, and others. His
novels hﬂ;been translated and published in more than 40 languages

around the world.

Dan is a graduate of Amherst College and Phillips Exeter Academy,
where he spent time as an English teacher before turning his efforts
fully to writing. In 1996, his interest in code-breaking and covert
government agencies led him to write his first novel, Digital Fortress,

which quickly became a #1 national bestselling eBook. Set within

numerous [ 'nju:moaras | adj. £ % ¢4, % ¢4, £i0 44
bestseller n. 94540, £ FP45E &L 7] 07 F 64 7 du, v — R P
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the clandestine National Security Agency, the novel explores the
fine line between civilian privacy and national security. Brown’s
follow-up techno-thriller, Deception Point, centered on similar
issues of morality in politics, national security ,mgs/iﬁed tech-

———————y

nology.

The son of a Presidential Award winning math professor and of a
professional sacred musician, Dan grew up surrounded by the par-
adoxical philos—o’—phies of science and religion. These complementary
perspectives served as inspiration for his acclaimed novel Angels
& Demons — a science vs. religion thriller set within a Swiss physics
lab and Vatican City. Recently, he has begun work on a series of
symbology thrillers featuring his popular protagonist Robert Lang-
don, a Harvard professor of iconography and religious art. The up-
coming series will include books set in Paris, London, and Wash-

ington D.C. .

Dan’s wife Blythe—an art history bufl and painter—collaborates
on his research and accompanies him on his frequent research trips,
their latest to Paris, where they spent time in the Louvre for his

thriller, The Da Vinci Code.

The Da Vinci Code, with over 30 million copies in print, has
breathed new life into conspiracy theories surrounding the life of
Jesus and the origins of the Christian faith. It raises the question:

Has the church been engaged in a cover-up for the past 2, 000 years ?

clandestine [ kleen'destin | adj. 4% 44

morality [ ma'reeliti | adj. i i&44 n. &4
complementary [ kkompla'mentori ] adj. #h %45, 42 ¢4
inspiration [ inspa'reifon ] n. 3 2%
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Dan Brown’s novel is only a work of fiction, of course, but it opens
with a curious claim: “All descriptions of artwork, architecture,
documents, and secret rituals in this novel are accurate.” But is this
true? If it is, then the Christian faith as practised by millions of
people today is in trouble, with its central beliefs in the shadow of

doubt.

Let’s explore the background and extraordinary claims of The Da
Vinci Code. It’s a story of secret Gospels, smeared characters, bold
forgeries, planted documents... and daring faith. We’ 1l be looking
at the theories and the evidence, and the lives of Jesus, Mary Mag-
dalene and other key people.

R, T o AR AN G0 R R A (SO S (RN i
I3k B —A) 1E HAR R ik A e 2% AP XTFERMS. &
SR SR FTRR 5 A 11 400 4 A2 B S AT A5 10 . S S S g v
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ritual [ 'ritjual ] n. $50, (R FMXX, L5
Gospel n. 785
daring [ 'dearin ] adj. X f244
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MARY, FEMALE FOLLOWER

Mary Magdalene, by Leonardo da Vinci.$k K47
(K RRINE, WA % ik S5 3T M

The big secret at the heart of The Da Vinci Code revolves around
Mary Magdalene, one of the first followers of Jesus who lived in
the Roman province of Judea (modern-day Israel) some 2, 000 years
ago.

Mary is the most famous of all the women followers of Jesus, and
she’s also better known than many of the men. She has been the
subject of artists and writers for centuries, and has an impressive

list of movie credits, too.

So who was Mary Magdalene, and what do of Matthew, Mark,
Luke and John say about her?

revolve [ri'volv | v 3248, £ &, # IR
impressive [ im'presiv | adj. 4 AR Z) P %49
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Appearence of Christ to Mary Magdalene,Alexander Ivanov (1806-1858) HJsfif /1 £k
KA R 17 3 B Dk« 4L K (1806-1858)

credits n. JEERA R & %
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WOMAN FROM GALILEE
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Mary probably came from the town of Magdala, on
the shore of the Sea of Galilee. ¥ AV 1K 1] &4 [
AR IR R1 NG L R RN 226 7 N T8

Mary Magdalene’s name means “Mary of Magdala” — Magdala
was a town next to the Sea of Galilee. Since she’s named after a
town, that probably means she wasn’t married, as‘married women

were normally named as “the wife of so and so”.

Even though Mary is the most famous female disciple of Jesus, she
doesn’t get much airplay in the Gospels. It seems she belonged to
a group of wealthy women who followed Jesus from village to village
when he was teaching in Galilee, and who supported him financially
Here’s how describes her among Jesus’ other followers...

The Twelve were with him, and also some women who had been
cured of evil spirits and diseases: Mary, called Magdalene, from

whom seven demons had come out... (Luke).

female [ fizmeil | n. 4o, S A, 82
airplay n. (£ %6 L) K 694514
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Jesus and Apostles on the Sea of
Galilee, Eugene Delacroix.{ Jll]
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AT THE CRUCIFIXION [ 6k 2

Mary Magdalene (in green) and the other
. women at the foot of the cross, pictured in a
16th century Greek fresco. /1l 16 {2l 4y
R RE T, PR S RDE (5 A5 ¢ (il
) T A L N A HIS RS2 AE R 15 30

Mary starts to step into the spotlicht at the crucifixion of Jesus. re-
cords the scene at the cxccution: Some women were watching from
a distance. Among them were Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother
of James the younger and of Joses, and Salome (Mark).

After Jesus died, Mary is mentioned again, watching with another

Mary as Jesus was buried in a rock-cut tomb,

It’s clear that Mary Magdalene was intenscly loyal to Jesus through-
out the hours of his suffering and immediately after his death. While
other people came and went, Mary stayed with Jesus to the end,

and beyond.

spotlight [ 'spotlait ] n. FEAT
crucitixion [ krusi'fikfon | n. 47702+ F R L, AR ek 3
execution [ eksi'kjuzfan | n. FA4T, TR, PAT, LA, H]4E
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Pietro Perugino. The Ereitiuion ithVirm. S, John, S Jorpme and i Mary
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tomb [ twm ] p 3CE
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