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*The New Year

WHAT DO YOU THINK?

» When do you celebrate the new year?

Do some people celebrate the new year on a
different date?Who? When?
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v Throwing Water

R

Read the story.

\

My name is Mrs. Buranen. I teach seventh grade in the United States.
Usually my students behave very well—they almost never make trouble. But
one April day some of my students were very excited and noisy. In the hall
and on the playground, these students threw cups of water at each other.
They even threw water at my teacher's aide and me!

I told the students to stop, but they continued their game. My teacher's
aide didn't help me. She watched the students and smiled. Finally I got angry.
I began to scold the noisy students, but my teacher's aide said, "Wait!?"

Can you guess?

Work in a small group. Answer these questions.

» The students threw water. Their teacher told them to stop, but they didn't.
Why not?

P Didn't they like their teacher?

P Can you think of any other explanation?

Let's find out.

Read the explanation.

The date was April 13. The teacher's aide told Mrs. Buranen that it was
the Cambodian New Year. The aide knew this because she was from
Cambodia. The students who threw the water were Cambodian, too. It is a
Cambodian custom to throw water at others on New Year's Day.
Cambodians believe that it brings good luck and happiness all year.
Sometimes they color the water red, pink, or yellow to show their hopes for a
happy future. The students threw water at Mrs. Buranen to wish her good
luck for the new year.

Did the explanation surprise you? Why or why not?

(89
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&V2 COMPREHENSION
AS

A. Read the story and the explanation again. Write T (true) or F (false).

T 1. Mrs. Buranen taught in the United States.

2. Cambodians begin the new year on January 1.

3. The Cambodian New Year is a serious and quiet time.
4. The students wanted to make trouble.

5. The teacher's aide was Cambodian.
6. The students wished to give Mrs. Buranen good luck.

B. Answer these questions in a small group.

1. Who did the students throw water at?
2. Why was Mrs. Buranen angry?

3. Why wasn't the teacher's aide angry?
4. Who understood the students?

4Va VOCABULARY
w T

What do these words mean? Circle a or b. Look back at the story and
the explanation if you need to.

1. behave well =
a. be noisy and throw water
be quiet and listen to the teacher
2. make trouble =
a. behave well
b. behave badly
3. ateacher's aide =
a. a person who helps a teacher
b. a teacher's book
4. finally =
a. after everything
b. before everything

The New Year
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5. scold =
a. be angry at
b. speak at in an angry way
6. good luck =
a. when good things happen
b. a lot of colored water
7. acustom =
a. something you do any way you want

b. something you do the special way your culture does it

4V RETELL THE STORY

7\

A. Work with a partner. Student A, retell Mrs. Buranen's story.

Student B, retell the explanation.

B. What do you think? Share your opinion with your partner.

1. Mrs. Buranen scolded the students. How did the students feel?

2. Mrs. Buranen's aide explained the custom to Mrs. Buranen.

How did Mrs. Buranen feel?

3. The students threw water at their teacher. Were the students sorry?

4. In the future, will the students throw water at their teachers?

&Vs DICTIONARY DISCOVERIES

L7\

A dictionary is a book about words. You can find the meaning of a word,

how to spell the word, and how to say it. The words in a dictionary are in

ABC order. This is called alphabetical order.

The English Alphabet

Aa Bb Ce Dd Ee Ff Gg

Kk LI Mm Nn Oo Pp Qq
Uu Vv Ww Xx Yy 7z ‘

Hh L Jj
R Ss Tt

uNiT 1




A. Put these words in alphabetical order.

behave  aide scold celebrate trouble finally luck

1. aide 5.

2. 6.

3. _ 7. frouwle
4.

Put these words in alphabetical order.

seventh  student  stop scold  show
8. 11.
9. 12.
10.

B. Choose three words from "Throwing Water." Find them in your
dictionary. Write the word that comes before and after each of

your words.
Example:
the word before scissors
your word scold
the word after 6c00p
1. the word before
your word

the word after

2. the word before
your word

the word after

3. the word before
your word
the word after

The New Year



» CULTURE CAPSULE

A. Read about New Year's Eve in the United States..

The year begins on January 1, but most Americans go to parties
on New Year's Eve, December 31. At midnight, the new year begins.
People make a lot of noise and kiss each other. It is a happy time.
Many Americans also like to make New Year's resolutions. New
Year's resolutions are promises people make to themselves to do
something in the new year.

B. List three American customs you know about. Do you know
other things Americans do on New Year's Eve or New Year's
Day?

4V CULTURAL EXCHANGE

A/\3Z

Taw

A.

Ask and answer these questions with a partner.

1. Can you say "Happy New Year"in another language?

2. When does your family celebrate the new year?

3. How does your family celebrate? Do you eat special foods? Do you
wear special clothing? What other New Year's customs do you
have?

4. What do you do to bring good luck in the new year?

B. What do you know about other holidays around the world? Work in

unit 1

a group. Share what you know to complete the chart on page 7.



Holiday | Country | Date | Reason or Purpose Activities
Girls will think about | Grandparents give their
granddaughters special,

Japan | March 3 |being good and
traditional dolls.

healthy.

Girl's Day

A2 EXPANSION
L7\ ‘

A. How do most Americans celebrate the new year? How do you
celebrate it? Do you do any of the same things?

Fill in the diagram. Then discuss it with a partner.

How 1

How both Americans
celebrate

and I celebrate

How Americans
celebrate

Celebrate at
home

Go to parties

The New Year
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B. In the United States, many people make New Year's resolutions.
Sometimes people promise themselves to lose weight, be kinder to
others, study harder, or look for a better job. '

Write three resolutions for yourself. Discuss them with a partner.

My New Year’s Resolutions

Resolution Reason
1 1.
2 2.
3 3.
&¥2 OUR OWN STORIES
i~ SR ,
N/ \g
Holidays are often the same every year. We see the same people and do
the same things. Do you remember a holiday that was different one year?
Tell your classmates about it. What was the holiday? Why was it
different? How did you feel about it?
8
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WHAT DO YOU THINK?

» Do you have good luck?

» Can a person keep bad luck away? How?




