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Abstract

Great social-cultural changes brought about by 30 years of the reform and
opening-up, tc;gether with constantly reshaping international situations have
resulted in some new trends in religions in today’s China. Some major
developments are as follows:; There is a steadily increasing number of followers
of religions, and changing structure of faith communities. The existing
religious pattern is being impacted. Religions are having greater international
effects, and conflicts among different religions are ever more complex.

With the end of the Cold War, many non-traditional security problems,
once eclipsed by the conflicts between the Soviet Union and the US, are now
being unveiled, and religious factors are playing ever more important roles in
a post-cold-war system of international relations and security. :

A new religious ecology in China has posed many new problems for
academics in religious studies as well as faith communities. For example, the
problem of commercialization faced by Chinese Buddhism has led to
discussions within the academia and Buddhist communities. What are the
functions of Buddhist temples in the contemporary society? What
responsibilities should a director of a Buddhist monastery bear? What degree of
changes can be brought into the Buddhist tradition in China? Who are to
bring about the changes?

Facing these new challenges, the Institute of World Religions of the
Chinese Academy of Social Sciences has organized a group of specialists and
authorities in various fields to produce this Report on China’s Religions (2008) ,
with detailed reviews, analysis and prospective on the following issues: roles

of religions in social-cultural development; the pattern and problems of




religions in China; religion and security, law and order, diplomacy and
international politics.

This is the first blue book comprehensively covering religious in China.
The report consists of three parts: two general reports, special subject
researches, and hot focuses. Of the 16 reports in the book, some try to start
from current situations, and give an evaluation on religious trends in
contemporary China. These reports are concerned with the distribution of
religions and religious followers, and pay close attention to the relationship
between religions and politics. Others are more oriented toward theoretical
issues of religious studies, and try to respond to, as well as summarize and
explore the problems of religious outlooks, the construction of a system of
religious studies, and the correspondence between theoretical study and
practical measures.

With this report, people can learn about the new religious ecology in
China, new changes in a contemporary multi-religion/faith structure, new
problems in China’s five major religions, as well as the new international
environment and new challenges faced by China’s religions and religious
studies.

It is of great importance to carry out in-depth researches in the new
changes and trends of religions in China, and try to solve various problems
related to religious issues properly, with new approaches and methods. It will
help us achieve harmony among different religions, and build an affluent,

modern socialist country.
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