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Some people think young children can have a better education in a boarding school far from
home, while others claim that a day school or the home is a better one. What's your opinion?
Give your reasons.

Many pop and sports stars earn millions of dollars a year. On the other hand, most people in
“ordinary” professions like nurses, doctors and teachers earn only a small fraction of the
income of these “stars”. What do you think about this phenomenon? Is it fair?

Some people believe that children should engage in educational pursuits in their spare time,

otherwise they are wasting their time. Do you agree or disagree?
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How should a student choose the future career, whose opinions and what kind of information
he / she considers in making the decision? Give the reasons.

It is generally acknowledged that families are now not as close as they used to be. Give




It is generally acknowledged that families are now not as close as they used to be. Give your
recommendations.
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Traffic is developing rapidly all round the world at present. What are the traffic problems in
your country?What causes these problems? Make some recommendations,

It is generally acknowledged that families are now not as close as they used to be. Give
possible reasons and your recommendations.

There have been many technological developments in the 20th century, for example, computers
and electric power. Choose either of them, describe the changes it has brought about and
discuss whether all the changes are positive.
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Topic
You have enough money to purchase either a house or a business. Which would you choose to

buy? Give specific reasons to explain your choice.

-



Sample

If I had enough money to buy either a house or a business, I'd buy a house. A business may
succeed or fail. It's also possible | might change my mind about what | wanted to do in
business. However, ahome is a lifetime gift to myself.

Right now I'm in small apartment, with barely enough room for everything. All my furniture and
things Ive accumulated since | left college barely fit. | have almost no closet space left. This
means my clothes are always wrinkled because theyre crushed together. | don't have any place
to put my cleaning supplies, nor room for more than one set of sheets and towels. A new house
- would mean a lot more room for all these things.

| love having plants around. It's very healthy for the air inside and it's cheerful to have living
things growing in a room. I'd like to have a garden instead. That way | could grow a lot of
different kinds of plants and flowers, and | could have a vegetable garden in the summer,
¢ 2)

Besides having a garden, Id like to have a backyard with lots of trees and a small foun/toin in
the corner. | love watching birds and listening to them sing. On the windowsill of my
apartment, | put out bird seed every morning. In the hot weather, | put out a shallow tin plate
with water in it for birds. The trees and the fountain in my backyard would give me pleasure,
but theyd really be for the birds. The trees would give them a place to nest, and the fountain
would be a source of fresh water when it's hot.

Can you picdture my dream house? A business would only give me money. A house would give me
some place special to be myself.

Topic

Some people say that exploration of outer space has many advantages; other people feel that
it is a waste of money and other resources. Which view do you agree with? Use specific reasons
and examples to support your answer,

Sample

With the development of outer space exploration, many people begin to doubt whether the
endeavor is worthwhile. It is true that some money and other resources must be spent in this
area, but in my opinion, human beings should continue the adventure because it can add to our
knowledge, acquire new resources, «and even find places where human beings can live.

To begin with, the exploration of outer space will add to our knowledge about the universe as
well as about the earth. Although human beings have been living on the earth for thousands of
years, we'know very little about it. For example, we are not even sure about how the earth
came into being, why the dinosaurs disappeared altogether from the face of the earth, and




DXSE

whether there is life on other planets. The attempt to explore outer space will certainly help us
answer all these questions and bring us a great many benefits,

In addition, the exploration of outer space may help mitigate the energy crisis. As we all know,
our oil, coal, and other conventional fuels will be exhausted in the near future. Although the
scientists are looking for alternatives on the earth, such as nuclear power, we may launch
spacecraft to the moon or other planets, where natural resources might be abundant and
untapped.

Last but not least, the exploration of outer space may find new habitation for human beings.
Our earth is becoming more and more uninhabitable because of the population explosion.
Although we have tried various means to relieve the burden of overpopulation, such as the
building of skyscrapers and the practice of birth control, but the problem is getting increasingly
serious. The best way, | think, is to tzgn our eyes tg outer space. Some scientists are already
working on the possible human migration to another planet, say, the Mars.

Since space exploration has so many important advantages, there is no reason for any
objection to it. Those who only see the financial and material resources used for this
undertaking are near-sighted. Would they leave the earth in a state of overcrowding, energy
shortage, and severe pollution? Would they remain ignorant of the earth upon which human
beings depend for survival? If not, they should change their position and support the scheme for
space exploration.

Topic
Some people think the media should report more ‘good news.  What is your opinion?

Sample
Some people think that life would be better if the media reported more good news. However, |
do not agree with this point of view. .

fag ) 3'-?%)@%7@_
Firstly, it is important to remember that the media's reports reflecting the realities at the world.
Thus, if the world is in a terrible state then newspapers, radio, and TV will report this
information to the public. Perhaps if there were happier things to report then the news would
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have a rosier-complexion. Thus, to some extent, it is not the news that can make the world
happier but the world that can make happier news,

Secondly, it is necessary to consider why more bad news is chosen to be reported than good
news. Newspapers are not only a source of information, they are also a commodity. This is to
say, news editors must decide to report things that will attract the conszlmers attention. Thus,
it seems that bad news -dominates the headlines because there is a strong market demand for

it. In a perverse way people seem to like and to be happy when they read about the miseries of
others.

On the other hand, some people feel the media does not only [e/fl\g;; the state of the world,
rather the media has a hand in shaping it. If the media reported more hopeful and inspiring
stories, then their readers would be positively affected. However, as mentioned above, people
appear to take pleasure in reading about doom and 9'_9951- Moreover, an excess of good news
might make the general public overly optimistic about a sometimes brutal world.

In conclusion, it is vital to remember that news is drawn from reality and that the public tends
to be drawn to awful news. Thus, reporting more good news will not change reality nor will it
necessarily change people’'s news interests.

Others like similar friends. Compare the advantages o

u prefer? Explain why.

Sample /[74 W / /Z)Ja/ﬁﬁ//@?
Which kind of friends is more deS|r dlf rent friends or similar friends? Since people’s

criterion for friendship differs, they may never agree on the above issue. Personally, | have
made friends with people from all walks of life, and these different friendships are such a
precious treasure of mine.

In the first place, a mixture of friends can bring us many practical benefits, as the saying goés,
“A friend in need is a friend indeed. ” Since we all need to move on in life, we need new friends
to lead us to new adventures, new career opportunities and new life. In fact, most of us have
to make new friends when we leave school and find em nt. Besides, different friends can
help us with the different difficulties that we encodr‘?t él:ﬁe At the risk of sounding cold,

different friends can also help us with fmancnol problems and the friend in a foreign country

might be able to arrange cheap accommodation for a holiday.
/f:?/%‘ =

In the second place, contact with different friends gives a person a broad outlook to life. As the

M@W@Mﬁﬂlﬂ@gﬂﬂ%@g&th% one of them can surely be




\rry\t;qghgy "Since we all have our weaknesses, 'the strengths of different friends can always
complement each other. For example, from a friend who majors in computer, | have learned
how to design my own webpage; by exchanging e-mails with an American pen-friend, | have
greatly improved my English writing. In addition, different friends can help me to enjoy a
variety of interests,” and we can always attract each other withour different hobbies, different
ideas and different experiences. | feel that | can olv;/oysw‘ind things to learn from my various
friends.

Admittedly, common sense tells us that the idea of having similar friends is not without
advantages. We can feel a sense of strength when we have a group of friends who share our
opinions. A person with a purpose.in life=—such as an artist or a politician—may feel a special
need to surround himself or herself with people who stick to the same cause. It seems to me that
introvert people tend to enjoy similar friends because they fear the potential risks of arguments
and conflicts among different friends.

All in all, although “birds of a feather flock together, "I would like to fly with “birds” of different
feathers, which would certainly add to the color of my life.
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Topic f

Some people learn besti'when a‘classroom lesson is presented’ in an'entertaining, enjoyable
way. Other people learn best'when a lesson is presented in'a serious,” formal 'way. 'Which of
these two ways of learning do you prefer? Give reasons to 'support your answer.,

Sample

Attending lectures is very essential for students whose ability of independent study is not fully
established. Consequently their progress is often based on the process of classroom
importation. The two different kinds of style, respectively speaking, the serious way and the
entertaining way, assume to produce different results,  which can sharply be discerned by
comparing the two different educational systems of the Europe and of the USA. Personally |
vote for the latter, even though | have been taught in the former system from the very beginning
of my education.

The disadvantage of the serious way of learning is found mainly in that students frequently fail
to participate in the class activety. The teacher @r\n/i_rlgt\e;s the 45-minute period and the
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students are refrained from airing their opinions no matter whether they agree or disagree with
what the teacher says. In this case, standing up and ringing one’s view forward and therefore
breaking the quiet atmosphere require a great deal of courage and, sometimes, along time
premeditation. Even though he does stand up, all these will significantly weaken the effect,
and for good reason: the extreme  constraint prevents him from expressing his opinion.,
Furthermore, students are expected tomy what the teacher tells them, They have little
chance to take advantage of others ideas.

Such defects as mentioned above can be prevented by the other way of classroom learning.
The class organized in an enjoyable atmosphere usually proved students:more than what they
have expected. A joke may inspire students’ interest and enthusiasm and then what they learn
give them a deeper impression, A drastic debate among students will prompt them to learn from
the others. -In this kind of class they often find out that they have motivated by the pleasure of
study. | have an American teacher in whose class | have gained so much. He differs from the
image of teacher in my mind enormously 'in-many aspects. What impressed me most is his
humor. His satiric remarks are invariably infectious. For the first time | found the history is not
at all boring. In laughter, not only do | learn the knowledge in books but | also gain some
spiritual things brought about by his characteristics and personality.

A light heart is always helpful.

Topic

Some people think studying in a university is worthwhile only because you can get a degree. Do
you agree or disagree with the statement? Give specific reasons to support your answer:.

Sample

University as a significant cultural force has brought itself to wide recognition and undeniable
high social status. Therefore, studying in a university considered one of the most important and
most valuable experiences in one’s life and his academic performance in university will
significantly set his future. In our society, the most commonly recognized standard of a
student's academic achievement is the degree. A good degree usually means a decent and
well-paid job. Consequently some people regard the degree as the only 'thing valuable while
studying in college. Admittedly, the degree is essential for students who want a prosperous
future, but it is by no means the only opportunity university grants us.

First of all, the university provides us with an enjoyable atmosphere of study and of other
activities. Associating with different people on computers, discussing with your professor over
a sensitive topic and reading in the quiet library can strongly shape your inclination, mature
your thoughts, widen your horizon, and enrich your personality. For students who consider the
university as a place to enhance their standard of appreciation and taste, and to receive




education in all aspects, the university offers them more than degrees —it will be an all-round
reward. '

Although, it is said that the higher the degree, the better the job, it is not always absolutely
true: many great men made their startling contribution W|thout a good degree or even without a
good school record. For example, Einstein got many poor grades in college and sometimes he
even thought the exams as “intolerable”. But he turned out to be one of the most brilliant
scientific giant in history. The truth is that his university career and the new ideas he contacted
with in college gave rise to his profound insight of the world and then the theory of relativity
was born. So we can see clearly that degree is not everything.

So as | see it, though the degree plays an important role in one’'s future career, it will by no
means dominate ones life. Our world is a varied one, so are the roads leading to prominence.
Universities furnish a variety of opportunities for students; degree is only one of them. What
you have learned in university is more essential, for it is your real asset. Seize every
opportunity and take full advantage of what the university provides, then there can be brilliant
future.

Topic

In most elementary and high schools in the United States, the average class size is 25 to 30
students. In some countries, schools have an average class size of more than 60 students. In

your opinion, what would be the ideal class size? Explain why

Sample

Which kind of class size is better? In the United States, a typical class in most elementary and
high schools has 25 to 30 students, while in some other countries the average class size can
amount to more than 60 students. As far as | am concerned, a class of about 20 students is
ideal.

In the first place, the teacher can satisfy the demands of all the students in a small class. As
there are only about 20 students in the class, it will not be long before the teacher comes to
know his or her students well enough. The teacher can get to know the abilities and problems of
each student, which makes it easy for the teacher to handle the class. Consequently, every
question can be answered; every request can be satisfied, and every bit of talent can be
tapped.

In the second place, teaching in a small class can be more effective than in a bigger one. The
main reason, | suppose, is that there are more opportunities of communication between the
teacher and the students in a small class. For example, the teacher can ask more questions
and the students have more chances to answer questions. If necessary, a class can be
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