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The Status and Development of Space
Propulsion Technology

J. Chen L. Yuan H. Q. Jiang
Shanghai Institute of Space Propulsion
No. 680 Gui Ping Road, Shanghai, 200233, P. R. China, sisp@ sisp. cn

Abstract At first, the term “Space propulsion” is defined and differences between Space Propulsion Subsys-
tem of spacecrafts and Main Engine of large launch vehicles are given. Next, the current technical status of some
representative countries and the development history of China in the field of space propulsion for its application of
satellite, spaceship, missile and launch vehicle are briefly summarized. Then the demands of exploring nature, uti-
lizing cosmos, and national defence on space propulsion technology are analyzed. Lastly, based on the application
situation of abroad and China, some aspects to be regarded and strengthened for Chinese space propulsion technolo-
gy are provided.

Key Words Space propulsion; ORS; RCS; Electric propulsion
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