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The Importance of Developing
Attitudes

Anonvmous

Of all the areas of learning the most important is the development of attitudes. E~
motional reactions as well as logical thought processes affect the behavior of most
people.

“The burnt child fears the fire” is one instance; another is the rise of figures like
Hitler. Both these examples also point up the fact that attitudes come from experience.
In the one case the experience is direct and impressive, in the other it is indirect and
gradual.

The class room teacher in the elementary school is in strategic position to influ—
ence attitudes. This is true partly because children acquire attitudes tfrom those adults
whose words they respect.

Another reason why it is true is that pupils often search somewhat deeply into a
subject in school that has only been touched upon at home or has possibly never oc—
curred to them before. To a child who had previously acquired little knowledge of
Mexico. his teacher’s method of handling such a unit would greatly affect his attitude
toward Mexicans.

The teacher can develop proper attitudes through social studies, science matters,
the very atmosphere of the classroom, etc. However, when children come to school
with undesirable attitudes, it is unwisé to attempt to change their feelings by criticiz~
ing them. The teacher can achieve the proper effect by helping them obtain construc—

tive experience.
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Attitude Is Everything

Anonymous

Jerry was the kind of guy you love to hate. He was the type of person who was
always in a good mood, always up, always had something positive to say. When
someone would ask him how he was doing, he would reply, “If I were any better, I
would be twins! ”

I met Jerry when 1 was a young manager in the restaurant industry. He was a u—
nique manager because he had several waiters who had followed him around from
restaurant to restaurant. The reason the waiters followed Jerry was because of his at—
titude. He was a natural motivator. If an employee was having a bad day, Jerry was
there telling the employee how to look on the positive side of the situation.

Seeing this style really made me curious, so one day I went up to Jerry and
asked him, “ I don’t get it! You can’t be a positive, up person all the time. How do
you do it?”

Jerry replied, “Each morning I wake up and say to myself, ‘Jerry you have two
choices today. You can choose to be in a good mood or you can choose to be in a
bad mood.’ I choose to be in a good mood. Each time something bad happens, I can
choose to be a victim or I can choose to learn from it. I choose to learn from it. Ev—
ery time someone comes to me complaining, I can choose to accept their complaining
or I can point out the positive side of life. I choose the positive side of life. Life is all
about choices.”

I thought about what Jerry said. Soon, I left the restaurant business to pursue my
own business. We lost touch, but I often thought about him when 1 made a choice
about life instead of reacting to life.
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Several years later, I heard that Jerry had done something you are never supposed
to do in the restaurant business: he had left the back door open one morning and three
armed robbers walked in, and held him up at gunpoint. While trying to open the safe,
he got nervous and his hand slipped off the combination. The robbers got nervous and
blew a hole through his hand and then three right through the middle of his abdomen.
‘He lay there on the floor dying as the paramedics were called. They rushed him to the
local trauma center and he was in surgery for 18 hours and intensive cares for weeks,
and finally emerged from the hospital a month later with fragments of the bullets still
in his body.

I saw Jerry about six months later. When I asked him how he was, he replied, “If
I were any better, I’d be twins. Wanna see my scars?” I declined to see his wounds,
but I did ask him what had gone through his mind when the robbery was happening.

“The first thing that went through my mind,” Jerry replied, “was that I should have
locked the back door. Then, as I was lying on the floor, I was thinking that I had two
choices: I could choose to live, or I could choose to die. I was choosing to live.”

“Weren’t you ever scared? Did you lose consciousness?” I asked.

Jerry continued the story, “The paramedics were great. They kept telling me I was
going to be fine. But when they wheeled me into the emergency room, I got really
scared when I saw the expressions on the doctors, and nurses’ faces. They all looked
like T was a dead man. I knew I needed to take action.”

“What did you do?” I asked.

“Well, there was a big, burly nurse shouting at me, ‘Jerry, are you allergic to any—
thing?” “Yes,” I shouted back. ‘What?” she asked. The doctors and nurses stopped and
waited for my reply. I took a deep breath and yelled, ‘Bullets! * They all started laugh—
ing, and I told them, ‘Look, T am choosing to live. Operate on me as if I am a living

man, not a dead man’.

Jerry lived in part because of his doctors, but in large part because of his in—

domitable attitude.
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A Better Tomorrow

Herbert Clark Hoover

People often wonder why historians go to so much trouble to preserve millions of
books, documents and records of the past. Why do we have libraries? What good are
these documents and the history books? Why do we record and save the actions of
men, the negotiations of statesmen and the campaigns of armies?

Because, sometimes, the voice of experience can cause us to stop, look and lis—
ten. And because, sometimes, past records, correctly interpreted, can give us warning
of what to do and what not to do.

If we are ever to create enduring peace, we must seek its origins in human expe—
rience and in the record of human idealism. From the story of the fortitude, courage
and devotion of men and women, we create the inspirations of youth. From stories of
the Christian martyrs, right down to Budapest’s heroic martyrs of today, history
records the suffering, the self—denial, the devotion and the heroic deeds of men. Sure—
ly from these records there can come help to mankind in our confusions and perplexi—
ties, and in our yearnings for peace.

The supreme purpose of history is a better world. History gives a warning to
those who would promote war. History brings inspiration to those who seek peace. In
short, history helps us learn. Yesterday’s records can keep us from repeating yester—
day’s mistakes. And from the pieces of mosaic assembled by historians come the

great murals which represent the progress of mankind.




