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Debate is a powerful means of fighting

1

& It leads you to fight your logic out
& It pushes you to fight with your team-mates
& It demands you to fight against yourself rather

than others
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Preface

From the last few years, the terms, such as, globalization (economically and
culturally) , “global village”, cultural diversity, clash of civilizations (i. e. ,
among various values and beliefs), and so on, have penetrated in our lives.
Most importantly, these terms have described many kinds of psy¢hological
effects. The effects in ordinary people’ s lives are presented by various
patterns of international communication. As everyone knows, any kind of
communication is carried out by the usage of languages. Narrowly speaking,
in the context of radio & TV, communication is carried on by the reporters.
Hence, for the future radio & TV reporters, the tough challenge of
grasping the basic skills for the effective communication with a global
perspective is the first step to take if you have decided to become qualified
professionals in the broadcasting field.

What can you do? How can you reach the certain demanded level during
the short period of your study time here?

To frain your mind and logical ways of thinking through debating.

There are no absolute universal concrete methods for debating in any
patterns in any countries. But, there are inspiring references for you to
ponder over and to open your eyes. This is a collection of the articles on
debating and the essays on the deeper theoretical arguments. Obviously, as
a course literature, it is attempting to provide assistance for you as the

second year undergraduates in the International Communications College of
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Communication University of China.

However, it does not mean that you can meet the challenges easily
through the reading. Put it in the straight, you have to use your heart to
comprehend the wisdom, the styles of thoughts. Especially, the collection is
based on the Western writers’ and thinkers’ discussion, since the theories
on debating are developed by the West. In addition to some skills for
debating, at the same time, you can get an opportunity to taste the meaning
of “the twin crises of modern Western civilization: scientism and nihilism,
which are really two sides of the same coin. ” (Hollinger, 1985, p. x).

Therefore, what I would like to emphasize here is: Everything depends
on yourself, because “the great events of the world take place in the brain. ”

Thanks are due to the authors of the papers and the contributors of the
essays collected here, because my work on this course-literature was made
possible by their contribution. Owing to the limits of time, I am responsible
for the mistakes in this compilation.

Good Luck! All the participants of the course “Debating in English” !}

Coach: Hai Chun Lin
Beijing

From February 2004
to September 2007
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1 Background

Definition Original background Aim of the course

The aim of debating is to learn, not to win,

Or rather learning is the only form of victory that makes sense.
——A.]. Toynbee

1.1 Definition

REBIE, ML A B XM R “Debate isn’ t just an educational
activity or just a competitive activity, Debate is a competitive-educational
endeavour. ” OB X A 7 A (U2 1 & X BEYS X — Ml 1 5 4 16 sh i B &30
RS R RE, ERMNEZ RGBSR RS . (VKR X AE,
EHREFNBEES 2003 FMEF, £ EAEHE K05 E B3R5 E LR
EHEE—ARTHRBERE S FEN 114 0 115 HER, 253 UH & # Bt
B, EES 02 FWERFTEITFHIARALTUNEANWCGEERR)BFLY,
RATBIT R E W IR EEBUWBIER S . B LT 2EREE X EN KB
MEFES. BRRETENSAEEX K ERENRERSRSE /U
“UIBHAEAR” 2 ERFERISTRLNATER . 2 SERBINEFEB.

@ Wood,R. & Goodnight,L. ,Strate Debate. National Textboox Company. Illinois. USA. 1995, p. 4.
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BARMICT B R R TR ALK ERTHRARA /DT, HR, X—KH
R, REAEREZHPHMERN = AHRA ARELBOBHE AR E H
WEBAREBIIHER RS EX L R mn il . RE2IE, Hhm
ARG B, A G E B RBATENMHERELE T —FX—4 . —HfHH#B
BECRIR” B EHCRGERNE” WS, TG, E ORI R B 407 UM
IR, A M S % T B SR NEERE -

04 FE B AR W R BT RN, L I R MIT R

B ER ENRBNABNR 2 EEEZRARELLRRITET
2004 4 3 18 21 HAREABEEFRET,£H 14 XREH
B, 2R WRWLE2L O TFALENEEREMLE BERR
FARABY.

A RRK SR

AEXBA¥E LEAXFER UEETAE EHITEAE B
bA% BAASE AEHER . A2EI¥R TLIVA¥ . FE
ARAZE RENEEZR UEHFE RS EEKRE,

SIBEALTERT S /B “SMIF AR " 2 B E RO R R R P F E

2004 43 A 14 HE4 A 18 B, ENBE B 474 B X5 3
BRMEFIAERREAT. RE AR . B EA B . EH . RAHE
TABRTHRFELETRELEI 26 /M4 . W HBEW 99 X A#¥
REKR. 2HHAAZ, L ESEEAF EEHFEAF . AZEKRE.
FRAFEF I XNARATE RBETXES I FARRK" LB K
EHAREIFNNG F#.

55 /VE “SMRAE AR & BIGERNA TR, LR B B AR . AT, X T
fECHRBERHE)— R B BUT X “RIER RN B AN EETM R, “HIER
WS RMBNELTLSBRTIRE KRN EE, WHIERNEEFH—
WA T

B 1] B 4 IS SIEFRHE VIR IO R IT .S 0 “Sh Bt " 2 I iy SE TR A B 3%
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B kil T AR E MR REHBEERKES RN EREHERRER
EEEHLAREWNSRATURT —BX—J& BR  AERR X “SEHE R
WX — M i B AR R IR A

BRI 25 2 A 0 R A 1t SRS 2 B BT S8 SR “TEIE IR IR T I AR X
— G AEE

1.1.1 What Is Debate?

A debate is an organized argument. It involves an analysis of issues and
ideas. The rules of the debate are the conventions that have developed to
regulate the argument. '

—The Debating Book, J. Hooke & J. Philips 1994.

Definition of Debate

The definition of a debate is essential in determining the direction that it
will take. It is important for all speakers, and indeed the audience, to
appreciate what a topic is about. For example, in a topic entitled ‘That the
world is a better place without Ginger Spice’ it is important to define what
you mean by the ‘world’, ‘Ginger spice’ and most importantly ¢ a better
place’. It is important to isolate the key words in a topic and define them.
This provides the framework around which the debate will be set. The
definition is the responsibility of the 1st speaker of each side, and MUST be
stated within the first minute of that speaker’ s speech. Without a
definition, a side lacks focus and finds it difficult to isolate the issues in a
debate.

Debate (n.) [ 2] Contention in argument; dispute, controversy;
discussion: esp. the discussion of questions of public interest in Parliament
or in any Assembly. (OED)

A debate is, basically, an argument. That is not to say that it is an
undisciplined shouting match between parties that passionately believe in a
particular point of view. In fact the opposite is true. Debating has strict

rules of conduct and quite sophisticated arguing techniques and you will
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often be in a position where you will have to argue the opposite of what you
believe in.

A debate involves an affirmative and a negative side, with the 3
speakers on each side. The first affirmative speaker commences the debate,
followed by the first negative speaker and so on. Each speaker has different
role,

ATIERFEBERG MM NRTFERR”  EHRABRELTHEF H
AR EREHIE X — & E L

SR, MR KRB T X8 XHiE, M A HBHE BREENER.
“BRt” AR EGHAR HAEWMBEN TR BEESD KB TR,

AEX—“UR” BELTYPNESEHRBIMEBEAENEECEM
.

R, EFHENENEXERBAIBINBEENEET. BNVRAER
BEREANZHBEERES SR EA KB EELTE,

1.2 Key Questions

¥ THBAL" X — &) T BN — BB A Y AT BHO R 1R B
HERRE. XM ARG BRI MR SR T 3B, T8 8% B0 9 IE 74
g M ETRERE BN SR A EE .

C REVMBMEIL” WRINE . ELTE i B ORI 480k R
RHABET  AHAMECHEF ORARE TRE: A 2AEXRE AT
MBCRHEIRAERAMH AR HRXENTREBENRY B EEBEF A
SFAETRY XEFREELTIRBRAIMB RS LR, B R, B whE R AT AR
RO B BATT A TR B O T 4R T A BB R 55, R A R W % B
AC“ILERARVE ) “ T B &7 M MR, 7T LIS, X BB RS RN A AN
XA BE BB .

BR, ZEQXRXFEE XELEH A, ERFRMNE WL IRFE
FERABC, HEX—RALBFRK.

Bt ARG U BB 2B WBFIURR KLU F =4 @R =4
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N F BB RRB R TR,
1.2.1 What does “debating” mean ?

Debating (vb. sb.) [b] attrib. , as in debating society, a society whose
members meet for practice in debating.

Debating is an exercise in the art of persuasion and different people react
quite differently in terms of what they find persuasive. Assessing a debate is
therefore an inherently subjective task. However although adjudicators will
be making subjective judgments as to the impact of argument, style and
structure, they do so within a framework of procedural rules and guidelines
which channel and limit this subjectivity.

To debate means? to develop and defend a position on a given motion.
Debaters are obliged to deal with whatever motion? they are confronted with
and must stake out their position within the natural scope of that motion.

HHNE%T TR FRES LTI HOIRE, L ANBERRIFETA
ARt EE MABEEEEHE T 2R RN B~ RiENERER.
X — 5 B9 TR EE R LAGE T A TS A = A 181 BA A4 B 9 A B B0 TIE - 5
A BRBRRA R .

B, B HARIMURBREEX=A SRR BRI I EFFHA
Mk, BHEANSRBREE LY MALGRENEFS . BREEHRS
HEA, XREETRAKRZTE AMRE B4R ME R iR, 3F
HBE T REW T ERSLE, AT RS H WA

B, “SR A7 BT BRI AR R, R (UL R T B3 4 O B R 5 A A
AB“ME”  REMRAEEBEBIETHEITEX— WA ZHUARBR”
B e . XRE SRS — BTl R Gk A IS 2 ST R B 4 07 KU 4k
T A % # “Critical Thinking,”

1.2.2 How does debating work? (“Parliamentary Debating” as

a case)

The standard form for the resolution draws on the idiom of the House of
Commons: “This House Believes that Money Is the Root of All Evil” etc.
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The proposition argues in agreement with the resolution as it is phrased, and
the opposition against. One speaker from the proposition is given his chance
to speak, then one from the opposition, then another from the proposition,
and so on until everyone has spoken.

HTENREERET S ERZIAREZ LW 4 T FRHCRIEEHE IR K
ARG A 4 “ Value Debating”, “ Parliamentary Debating” & “ Cross-
examination Debating” =FpHEEIE X%, FTL, EEFAE W R R I HERINR
B “Parliamentary Debating” iy 245K BHRRE.

MIX— W, BATH LAFRR . A0 R W — RS G, RS H BT R B
ARiE BTG B8R AR, ERA — AN B AT 2 J00 0 B TR 4 R T XA Y
MNE” MR HWIE” TR B,

BrLA X — AR — B EFRAT: B OIEZ MBI G RRB AN BR
HELHE, E2RENGE RN B R KE N MET R —NRE.

AET, REZETBRRELISG, KBS R I “WR KT B0,k
WEIT” 0. BREAE” WEEF.

1.2.3 How Did Debating Start?

Debates have been a feature of democracy from Athens onwards.
Government and opposition parties debate policies, appeal to an undecided
electorate to support them, and put their proposals to the vote. Persuasive
speaking has always had a real significance in political history, as many great
orators have won. support for their legislation through {he quality of their
speeches.

The British Parliament has given birth to two forms of recreational
debating in the country today. Show debating is practiced in school debating
societies and university unions, where students and/or invited guest
speakers put forward two sides of a controversial topic to win the votes of
the audience. In competitive debating, panels of trained judges evaluate tfle
most persuasive speakers according to set criteria.

SRMFAET U EWBRES , RS IARE]  FECRIE RIS VIR B i a7
PEEE EWBTFNNRABLRREEDBSRAFN . FEEBEFHRL
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B LR EREEESEANWASATPIRERE EREEMK EEKA
BERN. ZBEEMHEREISE RASRERS PR RERE TH
o2 B, R 1 RS T B 5L 5 40 B RBUR BT AR T 814 4L B9 R A1
me.

AT RIBERFIMEIN B e F EMEIRL
F B, R A S 2o A T 9 e i B0 S ) A 3R A1 o B4 B 45 5 T L 8 3R AT
SRR SGES RS R R R B R K. RATAIAM
KRN BRSE AR B R BE A T AR ERRE .

R, “BHE” WARMWEZEEBIBRVMAFENETRINER. T
REESHRARSHORN, RIMOBRA B4 ANEN MENHBERET
IR, TiX—2k, B HAEFERRRR” BABBRG. XMERE
LS R “BEE W A RATH B AR . B, AT A B HNE T, REAT U
BE— AR B2 53 B 5C T 8 H 5% 19 “Parliamentary Debating” 2 ff L 7E 78 7
Bk RS EENERFEEHEEE BEBENRREFRE.

1.3 Case:Original Background of Parliamentary Debate

Debates have been a feature of democracy from Athens onwards.
Government and opposition parties debate policies, appeal to an undecided
electorate to support them, and put their proposals to the vote. Persuasive
speaking has therefore always had a real significance in political history, as
many great orators have won support for their legislation through the
success of their speeches.

“Parliamentary Debate” loosely describes the format of debate practiced
in the UK, Ireland, Canada, parts of the USA, Australasia, Asia and many
other countries, where debaters are judges as if they were persuading an
audience of laypeople. This stands in contrast to the “policy” debating of
USA and Central & Eastern Europe in particular, which relies on much
greater levels of research and analysis.

“British Parliamentary” is a specific format, used in the UK and at the




