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The pure.the bright,the beautiful,
That stirred our hearts in youth,

The impulses to wordless prayer,

The dreams of love and truth;

The longing after something's lost,
The spirit's yearning cry,

The striving after better hopes—
These things can never die,

The timid hand stretched forth to aid,
A brother in his need,
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A kindly word in grief's dark hour,
That proves a friend indeed;

The plea for mercy softly breathed,

When justice threatens nigh, The sorrow of a contrite heart —
These things shall never die.

Let nothing pass for every hand,

Must find some work to do;

Lose not a chance to waken love —

Be firm, and just, and true;

So shall a light that cannot fade Beam on thee from on high.
And angel voices say to thee —

These things shall never die.
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How I Made My Dreams Come True
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Public schools are supposed to remove barriers so people can
succeed. For some, the system does remove barriers and provide
a solid base for achievement. For others, the system replaces
one set of barriers with another. For example, creativity is
killed by pressuring students to accept the status quo, by estab—
lishing a fear to be different and a fear of failure. Independent
thinking is replaced by dependency. In some cases, pressure to
excel in academics Kills ethics, loyalty and motivation, skills
needed for success in the real world. People who have a vision,
that motivates them, can overcome all barriers with integrity
intact.

My story begms in Summit, NJ, at the age of sixteen,

2 classroom staring out the window. Out
Id see myself exploring the jungles of
or gold, I could see myself drifting
é raft: I could see monkeys swing—
[eould see mysalf as Tarzan swinging on
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the South Pacific. I could see myself on a white sand beach
chasing girls.

Then BANG! The teacher's yardstick hitting my desk brought
me back to the real world where subjects did not relate to my
interest and dreamers are related to dummies. In a loud voice
the teacher said,"You are a failure! If you don't pay attention

you will continue to be a failure!"
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When the bell rang, instead of going to the next class I
walked out of school never to return. I was tired of being called
a failure. Right or wrong, I took charge of my future. When
I left school, I carried the single most important element for
success:-+ A DREAM. During the next twenty years, every one
of my teenage dreams came true.

You may be asking,"How does one make their dreams
come true?" There are three elements:

First — We must have a dream that motivates us. No one
has ever achieved anything without a dream attached to a
burning desire.

Second—We must learn how—to—learn. In school, we learn
how to memorize or be taught. Learning how to learn frees our
dependency on others for knowledge.

Third—We must learn from failure and learn how to bounce
back from failure. No one ever succeed without failure. In the
classroom, failure is a no—no.

In my early teens, I read the book Kon—Tiki. This is a
story about six Norwegians sailing a raft across the Pacific
Ocean. Their adventure inspired my dream of duplicating their
raft voyage. As a teenager, with normal parents, a dream like
this was considered ridicules. Not only did friends and family
not support my dream, they told me to get serious. But the
Kon-Tiki dream turned me on. I wanted to know more about
the ocean world and how it could be challenged. I went to the
public library looking for more books and found plenty.
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