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PREFACE

Shaanxi province lies in the centre of China, and stretches length from north to south with 870 km
and cross from the east to the west with 150 to 500 km. The nature condition of province is extremely
different from the north to the south. There are not only great and rugged mountains and continuing
hill, but loess plateau with freely gully , and widen and rich plain, which become special and deferent
nature landscape and climate zone from south to north, including in north sub-tropic, warm temperate
zone and middle temperate zone. The nature environment and complex landform contains abundant
wildlife resources. Particularly, Qinling Mountains is boundary between Oriental and Palaearctice
realms. The wildlife of both realms is found there.

Since recent years, under the leadership of Shaanxi Communist Party Committee and Provincial
Government and obtaining great support from State Forestry Administration, the great change has
been achieved on forestry construction. Since 1999, Shaanxi province has conducted Grain to Green
Project, NFPP, Three North Shelterbelt Development Program, Plain Green and Wildlife and Nature
Reserve Projects. Those projects accelerated up the step of forestry development. The forest area in
whole province has reached 7.676 million ha. with forest coverage rate 37.3%. The improving ecologi-
cal environment create good quality habitat for wildlife resources.

In 1981, the Crested Ibis, rare bird and first class protected by state was discovered in Yang
County. Now the population has reached 1000 individuals. Brown Eared-Pheasant, unique species in
China with 2000 birds was discovered in Huanglong forest area of Yanan in 1999. Recently, the
population quantity has reached 3000. Relict Gull, population of 200 individuals, endangered and first
class species protected by state was found in Hongjiannao, Yulin Municipal in 2000. Now reaching 12,
000 being the biggest population in the world. In 2004, Chinese Merganser, Chinese unique species
was discovered in Yang County. The population quantity of these birds species continue to increase
and the habitat to expand through the effort from government at various levels. New records of
species were created constantly. In order to know accurately and scientifically birds resource of
Shaanxi , to push the development of wildlife conservation, Shaanxi Forestry Department organized
bird resources inventory from 2002 to 2007, and editing Bird of Shaanxi based on data of this.

Bird of Shaanxi summarizes the research work on bird resources in Shaanxi during past 50 years.
The book contains a lot illustrated content with real photograph. It is first integrated one recording
bird resources and is worthy of both ornithology research and science popularity for conservationist
and researcher. It is good the teaching textbook for the student in school.

While the Bird of Shaanxi will be issued, We gratefully acknowledge support and concern on
wildlife conservation, and hope to put the strategy goal of ecological province into effect of made by
Shaanxi Communist Party Committee and provincial government, to Enhance further ecological envi-

ronment conservation

Zhang Shenian
Director, Forestry Department of Shaanxi
June , 2007
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FOREWORD

The abundant of bird resources in China is listed at first top level in the world. Based on the
record of A Checklist on the Classification and Distribution of the Birds of China edited by Mr.
Zheng Zuoxin etc, China has the bird of 1331 species, being only inferior to Brazil (2000 species ),
Peru (1678 species ) and Columbia (1567 species). The bird resources in China are really rich as it
situates in Oriental and Palearctice realms and with complex natural condition. It is Shaanxi that lies
in the line of Oriental and Palearctice realms. Therefore, there were lot books describing Birds
resources in Shaanxi since ancient time.

The famous poetry from “Poetry anthology” edited in Chinese ancientry has delineated
beautiful sight composing of both birds and wetland in Heyang County, Shaanxi.

After 1950°s of 20th century, the universities and research institutes in Shaanxi began to
research on bird geography and ecology. Ms. Min zhilan and Mr. Luoshiyou collected a lot bird
specimen and announced new bird records in 1960’s. Mr. Zheng Zuoxin, famous ornithologist
organized to published The Qinling Birds in 1973. Twice bird inventory have been operated during
last decade in Shaanxi at large scale. The first time is that Shaanxi Forestry Department organized
terrestrial vertebrate inventory at province scale from 1997 to 2000 year. The result show that the
there were 380 species of birds. Shaanxi Forestry Department secondly operated birds resources
inventory from 2002 to 2007. The inventory report show that there were 465 species of bird belong-
ing to 18 orders, 69 families, account for 34.9 % of the total bird species in China. Out of total, there
is 10 species protected by state at first class; there is 56 species protected by state at the second
class; there are 56 key species protected by province.

For protecting perfectly birds resource, We have created an outstanding the work of reference,
The Illustrated Encyclopedia of Birds in Shaanxi based on up-to date from this inventory, and
Aves taxiology system used by “A Checklist on the Classification of the Birds of China” made by
Mr. Zheng Guangmei in 2005. To provide as complete a picture as possible, the illustrations show
significant variations in appearance, body shape. The accompanying text gives details of the
birds’ range, habitat, size, and mating and nesting, conservation status, migration. The book is not
only a delight look at but also practicability.

Under the expert guidance and the support from wildlife enthusiast, the work has been
produced in association with Xi’an Office of CITES China, Zoology Research Institute of Chinese
Science Academy, WWF, Beijing Normal University, Northeast Forestry University, Northwest
University, Zoology Research Institute of Shaanxi and some Nature Reserves and Forest Park in
Shaanxi, concerning Forestry Bureau. The revision and checking has been done by Prof. Wang
Tingzheng, Liu Shifeng and Wu Jiayan earnestly. Mr. Zhang Bin is to be chief camerist for the
book. It adopts the photographs taken by Mr. Xu Jianmin, Chen Yongfu, Ma Ming, Yu Guojun,
Wu Yumin, Li Xiande, and Wang Yonggang. Famous ornithologist, Mr. He Fenqi provided part of
colorful bird painting by Mr. Karen Phillipps. Mr. Wu Sanda, famous calligraphist write name for
this book on coverage. Thanks all above for their effort. It is probably possible that there are some
faults as limited expertise. The correction will be highly appreciated.

Mr. Sun Chenggian
June , 2007



B SERRIOSEDNAME

THE DISTRIBUTING MAP OF THE WILD ANIMALS PROTECTED
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Faunal Regions of the World
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2 #8f%E PELECANIFORMES

3 #E®EB CICONIFORMES

4 FKEFE ANSERIFORMES

5 #f#HB FALCONIFORMES

6 BFE GALLIFORMES

7 #¥®EB GRUIFORMES

8 fE#H CHARADRIIFORMES

9 #WiBH PTEROCLIFORMES

10 #8# B COLUMBIFORMES

11 g5 HE CUCULIFORMES

12 ${#E STRIGIFORMES

13 #%MEH CAPRIMULGIFORMES

14 F#E APODIFORMES

15 f#%{&8H CORACIIFORMES

16 ®WBEE UPUPIFORMES

17 ®#E PICIFORMES

18 #MH PASSERIFORMES
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