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Abstract

Based on the Three—dimension theory and other linguistic
theories worldwide, this book has made a thorough and
systematic study on the concept fopic and the topic-comment
structure in the Chinese language. Definition, nature and
function of fopic are discussed in depth, the characteristics of
the topic is explored from the perspective of interrelation of
syntactics, semantics and pragmatics.

The book holds that tepic is a pragmatic category of an
utterance relating to the syntactic structure of the sentence.
Topic is what the utterance is to be about, which is usually
something specified and known.  “Shi bu shi” is used as a
criterion to classify the topic and comment in a sentence, and
the characteristics and types of the topic are described in this
book. The “multi-topic” theory and the relation between topic
and sub-topic are also expounded.

The book discusses the generation process of topic and its
semantic,  syntactic and pragmatic conditions, and the

relationship between the topic-comment structure, information
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structure and the psychology structure. The interaction of the
syntactic, semantic and pragmatic structures are highlighted,
some language phenomena are explained using the
characteristics of the fopic of an utterance: the position of the
correlative adverbs, the position of the prepositional phrase, the
position of the modal words, the semantic redundancy of NP; in
the pattern NP;—NP,—VP, the quasi set phrase, etc.

On the basis of the comparison of the topics in Chinese
and English, Russian, Japanese and Korean, the book supports
the opinion that Chinese is a topic-prominent language. The
reasearch of fopic is incorporated into teaching Chinese as a
foreign language as well.

The study of fopic and topic-comment structure is of
important theoretical significance and applied value.  The
interaction between syntactic, semantic and pragmatic
structures are discussed, and the potentiality of the pragmatic
analysis in the study of Chinese grammar is revealed with
emphasis on significance of the Three-dimension theory. It will
help to discover the linguistic psychology of the Chinese people
and the nature of the Chinese language, and be useful to

teaching Chinese as a foreign language.
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