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About the Author

Mr Gao Shan, aged 70, studied pe-
dagogy and journalism in his early years,
and followed well-known scholars at
home and abroad. He became a famous
engraver after World War Il. He has been
travelling for pleasure through 26 or 27
culture, tourism resources, than 50 years
engaging in Chinese provinces in China,
and for more photography, collection
and study of bronze, porcelain engraving,
jewellery, famous chinaware and pottery,
seal stone, and relics appreciating. He
has unique idea on the theory of Chinese
seal engraving. In his old age, he was
appointed as an adviser of a university to
teach Chinese culture for foreign stu-
dents. He is a brilliant scholar who has
been studying and pondering for 40
years, and is fruitful in many fields.
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PREFACE

The seal is, in mainland China, Hongkong, Taiwan, Japan, Korea and other related areas,
a small thing ‘which has rich connotations. The history of the seal is as long as that of China.
The power of it is mentioned in the same breath with that of the crown and crosier of the king
of West countries. Within the Far-east circle, everyone has to possess a seal almost all the life.
Lives and social activities of hundreds of millions of people are closely bound up with seals.

The Chinese seal has two aspects, one is the engraving, the other is the carrier.

The engraving contains the content, skill and character. The carrier includes gold, jade,
jewellery, rhinoceros horn, wood, stone, etc.

As for Chinese characters, now we have about seventy thousand Chinese characters.
And, each character had as many as 58 versions, according to the statistics in Tang Dynasty.
A Chinese saying says, “Only when your head is hoary can you make a thorough reading on
Chinese classics.” If you want to make clear all the characters in Chinese seals, you have to
continue the greatefforts made by the older generations and do your best.

The carriers of Chinese seal have a great variety, one of which is seal stone. Seal stone,
which is popular now and can bedated back to 600~700 years ago, is classified into jade
and precious stone. There are about four systems in jade type, and about seven or eight se-
ries in precious stone type.

“Appreciating Chinese Seal Stone” introduces seal stones of jade type and precious
stone type. This book show more than 360 pieces of seal stones, which were selected from
more than 10,000 pieces the author collected. Some pieces are not typical samples. The auth-
or is lucky enough to complete this book by coincidence, stamina, and efforts lasting for more
than half century. To the ordinary readers, this book is a guide to the sea of Chinese seal
materials. To the experts, this book displays only a pile of insensate stones.

In China, we have been short of a pictorial book comprehensively introducing Chinese
seal stones since Ming and Qing Dynasties.

This book is brief introduction of Chinese seal stone to those who are interested in Chi-
nese seal. It is also for Western friends who love Chinese culture. This edition, | would say, is
to cast a brick to attract jade——offer a few commonplace remarks by way of introduction so
that others may come up with valuable opinions. | hope more and more foreigners will be
“Metal and Stone” (analternative name of seal) bosom friends of Chinal!

GAO SHAN
MANSION FOR DELIGHTING IN ART TREASURES
March, 1995
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CHAPTER I Four Stone Families of Chinese Seal Stones

Shoushan Stone
Changhua Stone

Qingtian Stone
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In Chinese seal stones there are mainly four families, namely Shoushan (Fujian) Stone Family, Qingtian (South Zhejiang) Stone Family,
Changhua (North Zhejiangj Stone Family and Balin (Inner Mongolia) Stone Family. Each of them has a long history of being used as seal stone,
has rich deposits for long-term extraction, has protracted famous varieties and has widely been approved in the long course of practice.

The essence of these seal stones is pyrophyllite. The hardness degree of them is 1—2. Each of them has jadelike smooth surfaces. If some
similar steatite seal stones from these four stone families are put together, even experienced seal-engraver, collector and appreciator can hardly
distinguish them for a short while.

Each of the four stone families has its own feature. Stones of each stone family appear to be an infinite variety because of the different
geological structure of different producing areas and the presence of a small amount of some impurities in the ore. Each stone family has its
vitality because different assortments of each stone family occur at each quarry during each period.

Seal stones of the four stone families shown in this book are typical, widely existent, with artistic and practical value. Some of them can be
purchased at the market price, some can only be seen at the collectors’.

Master Wu Changshuo, a great seal-engraver, created unique engraving style of a generation, i.e. engraving Qingtian Stone with blunt
cutting edge and strong force, because he was fully aware that the feature of Qingtian Stone was crittle, tender and easy to crack. Mr Chen Julai
became the King of Iron Thread in the south of the lower reaches of the Yangtze River, because he engraved various Shoushan Stones and
steatites with sharp cutting edge and light force. It is thus obvious that the seal-engraving masters and handiworkers all through the ages who
wanted to produce great works of art, have to know the various seal stones first.

The extracting way of the material of the four stone families used to be exploration, which causes the internal stress in the stone, and
makes the stone easily dry up and crack. Therefore, to preserve the seal stones, some have to be sunk in oil, some to be sealed with wax, and
some with large crevices to be glued with resin.

Now the seal stones of the four stone families have newly been developed. In Shoushan, Fujian, a lot of quarries are reextracted. In
Qingtian, Zhejiang, the nymber of quarries is increasing. In Changhua, Zhejiang, many bans are cancelled. In Balin, Inner Mongolia, the stone is
in time for an opportune moment. A great demand for these stones is improving at home and abroad. Exquisite seal stones of the four stone

families are now supplying more in order to flourish our Seal Stone Culture.
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SHOU SHAN STONE
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Shoushan Seal Stone with Clam Knob
Shoushan Seal Stone has been regarded as favourite by engravers at
home and abroad for several centuries. These three pieces are standard

and typical Shoushan Stones.
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SHOU SHAN STONE
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Close-up of Clam Knob

In the base which contains not more steatite, there raises a blush, a
feeling of delicacy and womanliness. Shoushan Stone takes on a lot of

shapes and colours, so it gains a reputation of “being suitable for either

light or deep make-up”.
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Shoushan Seal Stone with Long Clam
Knob

With no partiton and no crackle
in the whole piece, this is the one
which can hardly be met with from

thousands of Shoushan Seal Stones.
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Shoushan Common Seal Stone with
Clam Knob

Its knob is engraved exquisitely
and beautifully. It contains steatite in
the whole, and the steatite takes shape
of ball or cube. It is a superior one
which can be met with by chance but
beyond request.

FLXEADA
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Shoushan Seal Stone with Big Clam
Knob
Although its stone base is slightly
inferior, this piece, after all, is a nice
one. Especially because of its large
size, it belongs to top grade which is

hardly met with by chance.
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Varicoloured Shoushan Seal Stone

Shoushan Stone which contains more composition of

iron, takes on dark colour.

SHOU SHAN STONE
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Varicoloured Shoushan Seal Stone
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Varicoloured Shoushan Seal Stone

The colour of this ‘piece is mixed with orange and
yellowish brown. Lion knob contains steatite. This is created

by Nature, and causes an exquisite visual impression.
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SHOU SHAN STONE
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White shoushan Leisure Seal

A lot of leisure seals were worked out to suit raw materials. This
piece of pure white Shoushan Stone is a leisure seal as well as a precious
knick-knack, and is used as paperweight.
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Cinnabar Shoushan Seal Stone
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God Longevity White Shoushan Seal
Stone

This piece of White Shoushan
Stone (despite some red on the left)
leisure seal, was carved on the stone
top into the head of God Longevity,
with raised frontal eminence, kindly
face, radiant smile, and long waving

beard.

N

qEMEERNFLEA

FUANRHLE RE®NALN
S, FRETOHCHNEAEH
BRARAET RREKNEE, R
FR, REM. XHALEARL
A, REREARE, KORAL L
RN E, IR, B R R M
o

Red and White Shoushan Seal Stone
The appearance of these two pie-

ces of seal stones which are chequered
with red and white is like that of mar-
ble, which resembles natural vertical
scroll of mountains-and-waters pai-

nting.
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SHOU SHAN STONE
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Artful-coloured Gaoshan Steatite Seal
Stone

All Gaoshan Steatite are not white
translucent. They are bright and co-
lourful, with so many beautiful things
that one simply can’t take them in ,
and most of them are famous and pre-
cious assortments, some even exotic

ones.
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Gaoshan Steatite
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Gaoshan Fish Brain Steatite Seal Stone
Translucent Gaoshan steatite, with
light blue or grey, is generally named
Fish Brain Steatite.

This kind of White Gaoshan Sto-
ne is superior quality seal stone. The

puzzle is that it has clear radish veins.
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SHOU SHAN STONE
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Shoushan Glassy Steatite Seal Stone

Glassy Steatite is a kind of special famous product of
Shoushan Water Pit Stone. Most part of it is translucent,
some is like glass or crystal. Therefore it is special well-
known and expensive. The price of superior one is not less

than that of orpiment.
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Shoushan Seal Stone Containing Steatite

This type is famous and popular.

It has a lot of advantages in engraving. It can be
engraved meticulously or roughly. It is able to be used in
calligraphy, painting, commercial  and industrial

undertakings.
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SHOU SHAN STONE
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Gaoshan Litchi Steatite Seal Stone with Gloss Slightly
Added
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Gaoshan Glassy Steatite Seal Stone with Gloss Slightly
Added
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Unpolished Gaoshan Steatite Seal Stone

Gaoshan Steatite will not be not-
able before polished.




