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Foreword

Shan Jixiang

Lying on the Central Plains,Henan, a main
cradle of Chinese civilization,has a long,splendid
history as the political,economic and cultural cen-
ter of the country. Generations of our ancestors
lived and worked on this land through centuries,
leaving behind an abundant cultural legacy. Six
lists of total 235 sites and monuments for national-
level protection were made public respectively in
1961, 1982, 1988, 1996, 2001 and 2006. Having
boasted of 189 on the lists, Henan ranks first
among all of China’s provinces and autonomous
regions.

Ever selected from among more than four hun-
dred thousand immovable remains so far discov-
ered in the country, the sites and monuments
listed for national-level protection are of great
historical, aesthetic and scientific values. They
include ancient sites, tombs, grotto shrines and
stone carvings as well as historical spots and rep-
resentative buildings of modern periods. By now,
local governments of different levels have pre-
cisely defined these sites and monuments in
terms of circumference, having them indicated,
documented, and managed by special institutions
and staff, according to the Law of the People’s
Republic of China on Protection of Cultural Relics.
Most of them are well preserved.

These survivals of the past have been playing

an increasingly important role in the process of
China’s socialist modernization. Firstly, a wonder-
ful past helps to bring all Chinese together by giv-
ing each one a pride in or love for China.
Secondly, many of these sites and monuments
have served as a base for education on patrio-
tism and historical materialism, that is, another
classroom with vivid, touchable teaching aids.
Thirdly, they are attracting streams of international
tourists and by doing so, publicized China’s tradi-
tional culture, deepened other peoples” under-
standing of this people, and improved friendship
between this part and the rest parts of the world.
A province with the most and best national level
protected sites, Henan can be read as an outlined
history of Chinese civilization over 5000 years.
With support from the provincial and local Party
committees and governments, these sites and
monuments have received good protection and
moreover, exerted more and more influence. To
move toward Henan government’s strategic goal
of a province even more powerful culturally, CPAM
of Henan compiles this album under the title of
Henan'’s Cultural Legacy: Sites and Monuments
for National-level Protection, with succinct texts
and exquisite pictures that provide basic informa-
tion about each site or monument in a way both
professional and general readers can enjoy.
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Foreword

Kong Yufang

Llying at the lower reaches of the Yellow River,
Henan, known as Central Plains since ancient
times, is one of the cradles of Chinese civilization.
Our ancestors, having populated the region since
immemorial times, created a splendid culture and
left abundant precious cultural heritages.

The province is rich in Paleolithic and Neolithic
sites, the ruins of ancient capitals, ancient tombs,
beautiful stone carvings and ancient
architectures. It has more than 30,000 immov-
able cultural heritages, 189 major historic sites
under national protection, 761 under provincial
protection, and over 5,000 under municipal or
county-level protection. It has four of the eight
greatest ancient capitals in the country, eight
national famous historical and cultural cities, and
three national famous historical and cultural
towns/villages. These are material carriers of the
Chinese culture, attesting to the glorious history
of Henan.

Cultural heritage serves to connect the past,
the present and the future. Its protection is there-
fore a significant and demanding task. Attaching
great importance to that, the Party Committee and
government of Henan have taken practical and
effective measures and local authorities have also
made their efforts. Great progress has been
made: Longmen Grottoes in Luoyang and Yin
Ruins in Anyang were successfully inscribed into
World Heritage List; the ancient architectural com-

plex at Song Mountain in Zhengzhou and the
tomb of Prince Lujian in Xinxiang have had ac-
cess to the tentative list for inscribing world
heritage; the province has more major historic
sites under national protection than most of other
provinces; the rescue, protection and security
work for cultural relics have been strengthened;
the protection of cultural heritage is being stan-
dardized and legalized; a project has been
launched for the protection and demonstration
of large sites; important archeological discover-
ies followed closely upon one another; there are
more museums with better qualifications; re-
search is fruitful; overseas exchanges on cultural
relics are becoming more frequent. These not only
contribute to the effective protection of culture
in Henan, but also make the province better
known and more influential in the world.

The cultural heritage is an asset for the build-
ing of “advanced culture” and the’socialist harmo-
nious society’. It is our historical responsibility to
protect it, so that we may promote our culture
and provide spiritual and intellectual support to
the opening-up and modernization drive. We will
adhere to the principle of ‘protection oriented,
rescue first, proper use and management’, coor-
dinate the relationship between effective protec-
tion and rational use, and be innovative in our
work, so that our cultural heritage will endure and
have a lasting influence on society. It is for this



purpose that the Provincial Cultural Relics Admin-
istration compiled this book. We expect its release
to be conducive to the publicity of our cultural
heritage, the development of the national culture
and the promotion of overseas cultural

exchanges. We hope that the Administration will
take this opportunity to issue more first-class cul-
tural works in order to make greater contributions
to a culturally powerful province and the rise of
the Central Plains.

Foreword
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Preface

Guo Junmin

Head of Henan Provincial Cultural Department

China in ancient times was divided into nine
zhous (prefectures), namely Yu, Ji, Yang, Yan, Xu,
Liang, Qing and Jing. Yu was located in the middle
of them, roughly coinciding with the current lo-
cation and boundary of Henan Province. For this
reason, Henan Province has been called Yu for
short, or Zhongzhou (Central Prefecture). As
Henan Province is mainly a vast expanse of
flatland, it is also called Zhongyuan (Central
Plains). In the 5000-year-long evolution of the
Chinese civilization, Henan repeatedly became
the national political, economic and cultural
center. In all, over 200 emperors in over 20 dy-
nasties established their capital in Henan or relo-
cated it to Henan. This gave rise to the stories of
usurping the throne or fighting for the throne in
the Central Plains, and explained why heroes
came to the Central Plains from all directions and
why those in control of the Central Plains con-
trolled the whole country. These old and mean-
ingful stories and phrases all illustrated Henan'’s
importance and glory in China’s history.

These rich culture and extensive civilization
have become colorful cultural heritages to later
generations and provided best connotations of
the Zhongyuan Culture. These surviving cultural
heritages, especially those placed under national
protection by the State Council, are all witnesses
to the outstanding wisdom and great creativeness

of our forefathers. They include both the Yin Ru-
ins in Anyang and the Longmen Grottoes in
Luoyang, which have been included by UNESCO
into the World Heritage List, and also the ancient
cultural sites named after the places where they
were discovered, such as the Peili Hill in Xinzheng,
the Yangshao Culture in Mianchi, the Erlitou in
Yanshi, and the Erli Hill in Zhengzhou. They in-
clude both the well-known Three Han Que Gates
at Mount Songshan, the ancient cities of the Han
and Wei dynasties in Luoyang and the Luoyang
City of the Sui and Tang dynasties, and also the
ruins of courtyards and farm fields of the Han
Dynasty at Sanyang Village in Neihuang, which
was discovered in recent years and was cited as
China’s Pompeii. They include both the world-fa-
mous ruins of the east capital and the grand im-
perial tombs, all of the Northern Song Dynasty.
They include both the Mount Songshan temple
pagodas of the Northern Wei Dynasty, the oldest
of their kind still existing in China, and also the
Dengfeng Observatory, a milestone architecture
built by astronomer Guo Shoujing of the Yuan
Dynasty. All of them are glittering gems of the
Central Plains. Guo Yu and Guo Xuan, who resided
in the southern kapok province of Guangdong
but repeatedly traveled to the Central Plains, once
said,”Henan is a picture scroll of history, a picture
scroll of religion, a picture scroll of art, a picture
scroll of personages, and a picture scroll of folk



customs. Don‘t say this land today is dull. Each
inch of this land records the life of history.”

In order to carry forward our fine culture and
pursue a transition from being a major province
with cultural resources to being a strong province
in culture, the Henan Provincial Bureau of Cultural
Relics Administration compiled a book, entitled
the Henan'’s Cultural Heritages ®C Key Cultural
Sites Placed under National Protection. The book
comprises five parts: ancient architectures, grotto
temples and stone carvings, ancient ruins, ancient
tombs, and major contemporary and modern sites
and representative architectures. Each part is ar-
ranged according to the sequence from the first
to the sixth batch of cultural sites promulgated by
the State Council. The book contains brief descrip-
tions about the 198 nationally-protected cultural
relics at 189 sites, including their names, eras,
locations, general information and values. Con-
cise descriptions are matched with fine pictures.
The photos, numbering over 400, artistically mir-

|
\
|
|
|
|

ror the elegance and scenery of these protected
relics and give people an aesthetic enjoyment.
Each cultural relic has a brief summary in English,
making it easy for foreign readers to appreciate.
This is no doubt a useful attempt.

Cultural heritage is an important cultural
resource, which plays growingly important roles
in building socialist material civilization, political
civilization and spiritual civilization, in building a
socialist harmonious society and in pursuing a
great rejuvenation of the Chinese nation. Cultural
heritage has also attracted growing attention and
care from the general public and the whole world.
This book will direct us to each of the key nation-
ally-protected cultural sites in Henan and help us
to understand and love Henan. Furthermore, it
will help develop and flourish Henan’s cause of
protecting cultural heritage sites and promoting
cultural undertakings, help create new achieve-

ments comparable with those of our forefathers, C \ )\

and help build a better future for our province.
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