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Simba Leaving the Pride Lands
A heroic coming-of-age story, which follows the epic adventures

of a young lion cub, named Simba as he struggles to accept the re-
sponsibilities of adulthood and his destined role as king of the jungle.
As a carefree cub, he is both excited and anxious to become a king one
day, and spends his days frolicking with his pal, Nala. His father, King
Mufasa, the revered ruler of Pride Rock and the lands that sur-
round it, teaches him about the “ Circle of Life "—the delicate balance of
nature which bonds all animals together; Simba’s father cautions him to
prepare for the day when he will be called upon to lead. Mufasa’s evil
brother, Scar, hopes that day will never arrive and schemes to do away
with the king and Simba so that he can assume the throne for his own
tyrannical purposes. Scar and his hyena henchmen lure Simba into the
path of a wildebeest stampede in which Mufasa is killed when trying
to save his son. Scar convinces Simba that he is responsible for his fa-
ther’s death and urges him to leave the Pride Lands and never return.
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A frightened and guilt-ridden Simba flees into exile where he is be-
friended by a wacky but warmhearted warthog named Pumbaa and his
free-wheeling meerkat companion, Timon. Under the dubious guidance
of this nature’ s odd couple, Simba adopts their “ Hakuna Matata”
(no worries) attitude towards life-taking things one day at a time.

Simba Returning to the Pride Lands

The cub matures into a young adult and is able to forget his past
until a beautiful young lioness—who turns out to be his childhood
friend Nala—arrives on the scene. She tells him of the hard time and
suffering that have come to the Pride Lands under Scar’s reign, and
beseeches him to take his place as king. With the help of Rafiki, a
wise shaman baboon, Simba realizes that his father’s spirit lives on
in him and that he must accept the responsibility of his destined role.
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A Journey in Ice Age

20,000 years before, the Earth was being overrun by glacier, and
our planet was entering an ice age. All kinds of animals begin immigrat-
ing to the south, seeking warmer climates. Sid, a sloth who never
stops talking is left behind sleeping while everyone else begins the
Journey to the south. Awaking, he meets Manny, a mammoth who
travels to the north, and decides to follow him. When a human’s camp is
attacked by tigers, a woman takes her baby and jumps into a river. Before
she drowns, Manny and Sid rescue the baby. The two animals decide
to search for the father and return the baby to him. Diego, one of the
tigers that attacked the humans, comes also claiming the baby.

The Story behind the Screen

The dubber for Sid, John Leguizamo, tried 30 different voices for
Sid. After viewing a documentary about sloths, he learned that they
store food in their mouths; this led him to wondering what he would
sound like with food in his mouth. After attempting to speak as if he

~ New Words
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had food in his mouth, he decided that it was the perfect voice for Sid.
And the only stipulation that consulting anthropologists from the
American Museum of Natural History in New York insisted on with the
production was that there should be no dinosaurs. They would have
been long gone 20,000 years ago, though a great deal of the animals
shown in the film didn’t live in the same eras or locations with the
main characters.
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