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PREFACE

The development of China has attracted the attention of the world, as a result of
which a great upsurge for learning Chinese has been going on throughout the world.

The CCTV-4 program Happy China—Learning Chinese offers learners an
opportunity to learn the Chinese language and culture while enjoying the beautiful
scenic spots in China. Co-operating with the local administrations of the well-
known scenic spots, this program well combines the learning of language skills with
that of Chinese culture and history in an interesting, informative and enjoyable way.

With a 98% coverage in the world, the program of CCTV was broadcast since
June. 2004. Quite a lot of the viewers expressed the hope to have the language
materials as a learning aid. In view of this, we have invited Beijing Language
and Culture University Press, a leading press in publications on Chinese learning
materials for foreigners, to produce and publish these language materials for our
viewers.

Apart from the language materials presented in the program. Words and
Expressions, Notes, Substitution Drills and Conversations are provided in each
book. among which Words and Expressions and Notes are accompanied with brief
English translations or explanations. Each book is composed of about 15 episodes
of the TV program with brief introductions and photos of corresponding scenic
spots and travel guides. As more episodes of Happy China—Learning Chinese are

coming up, more books will be published accordingly.

CCTV-4
Happy China— Learning Chinese Production Team
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JINGDEZHEN

Porcelain Capital with A-Thousand-Year History

Jindezhen. originally called Xinpingzhen, was first set up in the East Jin
Dynasty and changed to “Changnan” in the Tang Dynasty. In the Northern Song
Dynasty, the white wares produced here were collected by the royalty. In 1004
A.D.. recognizing its prosperous porcelain production and abundant tax revenue,
the Emperor bestowed his reign title “Jingde” as largess to the township as a
placename. and Jingdezhen was named this way thereafter. In 2004, Jingdezhen
¢celebrated its 1000th anniversary.

" During the 1000 years, Jingdezhen has made great achievements in porcelain
prodtction. Its products have been sold all around the world, and hence formed the
famous “Porcelain Road on the Sea”, through which the world got to know China.

Jinééi:z,hen is listed in the first group of China's 24 famous historical and cultural
cities. It is lso 4 tourist city with the porcelain culture in main combined with ecotour
and cultural sfgﬁls. After continuous production for over 1000 years, Chinese splendid
ceramic culture 1l Joped here. Nowadays. J ingdezhen still retains its big and
complex original [‘i’ la uction system consisting of raw material supplying,
water and land transpy i'o(.und manufacturing systems as well as civilian and
government buildings%ustﬁs and so on. The system relies on natural gifts and
involves every aspect of sogial _ec@om(‘nd humanity spirits—a typical model of
combination of human and 'qa@, whiich is sfilgue in the world.

In Jingdezhen, we c::aniL @c_iale differght styles of porcelain of different

dynasties, such as the primitive é‘{ﬁrﬁp ;o %mﬁ' the gentle and
delicate style of the Song, the rlcﬁl'h{tdﬁgé'm;ug%&pw w Yuan, the
elegance and exquisiteness of the Mmﬁl’tht: cbiﬁ’fﬁeﬁ%and. 'rﬁnﬁ*&ﬁl?e Qing
as well as contemporary colorful varietie. In seeiﬁg‘iﬁese_ poTé?;.mw;&s. which
interpret the peaceful and noble nature of Chifiese people, we get o undérstand how
Jingdezhen is internationally well-known. ),

Jingdezhen is an ecotype city surrounded by hills and rivers, with lots of
ancient civilian buildings and villages around the area, embodying the classical
Chinese philosophical theory of harmony between human and nature.

The cultural heritage of Jingdezhen is & treasure shared by all humanity.

Jingdezhen belongs not only to China, but also to the world.
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Seeing as we’ve come, we might as well take a stroll around

Jingdezhen.



Daniel:

Han Jia:

Daniel:

Han Jia:
Daniel:
Han Jia:

Daniel:

Han Jia:
Daniel:

Han Jia:

Let’s learn Chinese with
fun. It’s delightful and
easy to remember. I am
Happy Daniel.

And I am Happy Han Jia.

Happy Han Jia, now we'd
like to have a test for you.

A test for me? On what?

A test on your English level.

Isn't ours a Chinese learning program? Why a test of English instead?
Not exactly. Ours is a bilingual program. You should be good at both
Chinese and English. Listen. What does China mean?

China is the name of my country.

What else?

What else? Um, you know for sure that we are going to visit the Chinese
capital of porcelain—Jingdezhen. That’s why you asked me about this

word.

Daniel:Yes. Tell me what you know about it.

Han Jia:

Daniel:

Han Jia:

Daniel:

China also means chinaware. Foreigners often use the word to
represent China. Professor Daniel, am 1 right?

Absolutely! Today, Happy China is in the capital of Chinese china,
Jingdezhen.

Well. since we are here, we might as well take a good stroll around
Jingdezhen.

That’s a good idea.
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Daniel:
Han Jia:
Daniel:
Han Jia:
Daniel:
Han Jia:
Daniel:
Han Jia:
Daniel:

Han Jia:

Daniel:

Daniel:
Han Jia:
Daniel:

This wall is so pretty.

All the patterns on it are made with porcelain shards.

Porcelain shards, like a mosaic! It is really “wen suo wei wen” .
“Wen suo wei wen” means to hear something one has never heard
before. It is used for things that are novel and surprising.

Exactly, “wen suo wei wen” means to hear something one has never
heard before. ...

The north side of this ceramic cultural wall focuses on the ideal
local water and clay. And the south side features the 1000-year-old
porcelain making history.

What does “shuitu yi tao” mean?

It means that Jingdezhen's water and clay are most suitable for
making pottery.

Oh, I see. No wonder it’s the porcelain capital! I must have a
thorough visit here.

Apart from this wall, there are also many other special things in the
city of Jingdezhen. But it all depends on whether you can find them.

Hey. you are underestimating me! There is nothing I can’t find.

Han Jia, I've found one of the special things you mentioned.
What's it?
Look. It is these lampposts made of ceramics! What an imaginative

idea!
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Making porcelain into lampposts, it’s simply ingenious.
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