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VUnit One

The American Scots-Irish

Sailing on the May Flower, the immigrants from Scotland and Ire-
land are the pioneer to the uncivilized land. They, with their hard work-
ing and strong faith in freedom, have made great contribution to Ameri-
can society. Their contribution lies in the accumulation of the wealth as
well as in strong characteristics of American culture, but unfortunately
is not fully recognized. In the following passage, you will learn about
the distinguished characteristics of American Scois-Irish and you may

re-discover their importance in American culture.

[1] Going south on I-81, the mountains are beautiful—smeky from the
haze that the sun makes when it burns into the pine. You may see cars
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and Burger Kings on that highway, but I am watching my own ghost:
tough, resilient® women on buckboard® wagons, hard men with rifles
walking alongside, and kids tending cattle as they make their way down
the mud trail called The Wilderness Road.

[2] Tt is here in the Appalachian Mountains that my people, the
Scots-Irish, settled after leaving Ireland and the north of Britain in the
18th century, they tamed the wilderness, building simple log cabins and

scraping corn patches® in thin soil. And they pressed onward, creating

a way of life that many would come to call, if not American, certainly

the defining fabric of the South and Midwest, as well as the core char-

acter of the nation’s working class.

[3] I am determined to reclaim the dignity® of these people—for
themselves and for America. It’s long overdue®.

[4] Off the highway in Virginia, I follow narrow winding roads past
small frame houses, finally stopping at the entrance to Alley Hollow.
My great-great-grandparents are buried back here, in a rough patch of
woods on top of a nearby mountain.

[5] Like many others, these ancestors have only rocks for head-
stones®. I worry that, when my generation dies, their heritage will be
lost just as completely—buried under the avalanche® of stories that
have on occasion ridiculed® my people and trivialized® their journey.

[6] They came with nothing, and, for a complicated set of reasons,
many of them still have nothing. Slurs® stick to me, standing on these
graves.

(7] These people are too often misconstrued® and ignored when
America’s history is told. They did great things. And, in truth, the
Scots-Irish (sometimes also called the Scotch-Irish) are a force that still
shapes our culture.

Their gifts to America

(81 The Scots—Irish brought with them a strong, bottom-up indivi-
dualism®, largely inventing America’s unique populist-style democracy.
They gave us at least a dozen Presidents, beginning with Andrew
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Jackson and including Chester A. Arthur, Ulysses S. Grant, Theodore
Roosevelt (through his mother), Woodrow Wilson, Ronald Regan
(again, through his mother) and, most recently, Bill Clinton.

[9] Their unique soldierly traditions formed the backbone of the
country’s military, particularly in the Army and Marine Corps. In the
Civil War, they formed the bulk® of the Confederate Army and a
good part of the Union Army as well, and in later wars they provided
many of our greatest generals and soldiers.

[10] Stonewall Jackson comes to mind, as do Grant, George S.
Patton, and a slew® of Army chiefs of staff and Marine Corps comman-
dants. Not to mention Sgt. Alvin York, the hero of World War I and
Audie Murphy, the most decorated soldier of World War IL

[11] The intense competitiveness that makes them good soldiers
also has produced a legion® of memorable athletes, business leaders
and even such completely American pastimes® as NASCAR racing,
which evolved from the exploits of the daring moonshine® runners of the
Appalachian Mountains during Prohibition.

[12] They created and still dominate country music—which, along
with jazz and soul, is one of the truly American musical forms. They
gave us so many brilliant writers—Mark Twain the lion among them,
Horace Greeley, Edgar Allan Poe and Margaret Mitchell not far be-
hind, and Larry McMurtry a good honorable mention—that their style
of folklore® became one of the truest American art forms. And they
brought us a horde® of thespians®, including Tallulah Bankhead, Ava
Gardner, Jimmy Stewart, John Wayne, Robert Redford and George C.
Scott.

A Culture of Contrasts

[13] The traditional Scots-Irish culture, like America itself, is a
study in wild contrasts. These are an intensely religious people—
indeed, they comprise the very heart of the Christian evangelical® move-
ment—and yet they are also unapologetically® and even devilishly ®
hedonistic®.
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[14] They are probably the most anti-authoritarian® culture in Amer-
ica, conditioned from birth to resist. (It is interesting that Rosa Parks,
whose refusal to move to the back of the bus sparked® the modern Civil
Rights Movement, speaks of her Scots-Irish great-grandfather.) And yet
they are known as the most intensely patriotic? segment® of the country
as well.

[15] They are naturally rebellious, often impossible to control, and

yet their strong military tradition produces generation after generation of

perhaps the finest soldiers that world has ever seen.
[16] They are filled with wanderlust®, but no matter how far they

roam, their passion for family travels with them. Underlying these seem-
ing contradictions® is a strong unwritten code of personal honor and in-
dividual accountability®.

Rednecks

[17] Because “sophisticated®” America tends to avert® its eyes
from them, it is inclined to ignore or misunderstand this culture. The
Scots-Irish tradition of disregarding formal education and mistrusting,
even despising, any form of aristocracy® has given us the man the elites®
love to hate—the unreconstructed redneck. The Southern redneck is an
easy target, with his intrinsic® stubbornness®, his capacity for violence
and his curious social ways.

[18] His legacy is stained because he became the dominant culture
in the South, whose economic system was based on slavery. No matter
that the English aristocrats of Tidewater were slavery’s originators and
principal beneficiaries® or that the typical Scots-Irish yeoman had no
slaves.

[19] His is a culture founded on guns. He considers the Second
Amendment sacrosanct®. Literary and academic America sees such
views as not only archaic® but also threatening.

[20] The things he’s known for aren’t exactly valued in America’s
centers of power. He’s always been a loyal American, sometimes to the
point of mawkishness®. He shows up for our wars. He hauls our goods,

4

-



The American Scots-lrish

Unit One

grows our food, sweats in our factories.

[21] In the classic film Cool Hand Luke, the warden® of a South-
ern work camp was fond of saying to the irascible® title character,
“Luke, we got to get your mind right.” But the warden never got Luke’s
mind right. He put Luke in solitary®. He put him in chains to keep him
from running away. But Luke kept running, kept resisting, because he
would rather die than have the warden make his mind right.

[22] Luke was nothing more than an unpretentious, unreconstruct-
ed, unreeducated redneck. And America is a much stronger country for
all his stubbornness, his willingness to stay true to himself and his re-
fusal to back down in the face of pressure from above.

A Time for Rediscovery

[23] The Scots-Irish are a fiercely independent, individualist peo-
ple. Tt goes against their grain to think collectively. But, as America
rushes forward into yet another redefinition of itself, the contributions of
the Scots-Irish are too great to remain invisible. My culture needs to re-
claim itself—stop letting others define, mock and even use it—and in
so doing to regain its power to shape the direction of America.

[24] Because our country needs us.

[25] We are the molten core at the very center of its unbridled®,

raw, rebellious spirit. We helped build this nation from the bottom up.

We face the world on our feet and not on our knees. We were bomn

fighting. And if the cause is right, we will never retreat.

Who Are the Scots—Irish?

[26] In the decades leading up to the American Revolution, as
many as 400,000 immigrants left Ireland, Scotland and northern Eng-
land for America. While some were Irish and some English, the majority

were Scottish Protestants, mostly from Northern Ireland, where they had
grown weary® of the conflict between the Anglican English and Irish
Catholics.

(27] Variously known as the Ulster Scots, the Scots-Irish and the
Scotch-Irish, they traveled in family groups rather than as individuals
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and settled together on America’s frontiers, where, because of interlock-

ing® family networks, their folkways became dominant. One group settled

in New Hampshire, spreading out into Vermont and Maine, but the over-
whelming majority—more than 95 percent—settled along the Appalachi-
an Mountains from Pennsylvania down to north Georgia and Alabama.

[28] From there they migrated westward, forming the backbone of
the rural South and Midwest, and then into settlements in Texas, Colo-
rado and the Pacific Coast. They also moved north into the industrial
areas of Michigan, Illinois, Ohio and Indiana.

[29] It is estimated that there are more than 27 million descendants
of the Scots-Irish migration now living in the U.S.. Because people from
this culture are also of Irish descent, the actual number is probably
much higher.

[30] Which states have the highest Scots-Irish populations? Penn-
sylvania, Virginia, Kentucky, Tennessee, North and South Carolina,
Georgia, Alabama, northern Florida, Mississippi, Arkansas, northern
Louisiana, Missouri, Texas, Oklahoma, Kansas, Colorado, southern Ohio,
Tllinois, Indiana and parts of California, particularly around Bakersfield.
The north-central “factory belt”, especially around Detroit, also saw a
heavily Scots-Irish influx®.

Vocabulary

@ resilient a. (A EmFF

@ buckboard n.  FARGHE

3 patch n. small piece of land

@ dignity n. the quality that earns or deserves respect
® overdue a. beyond the time fixed

(® headstone n. =¥ |

@ avalanche n.  EH, (fig) W&, KE

ridicule ». to make fun of

© wivializev. - REARE, TR

@ slur n. suggestion of wrongdoing; reproach
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@ misconstrue v. to get a wrong idea of (sb’s words, acts, ete.)
@ individualism n. TAEX
@ bulk n. large quantity, volume

W slew n. large number

5 legion n. great number

@0 pastime n. anything done to pass time pleasantly; game

@ moonshine n.  FAERE; ERBE(LHERLR)

@ folklore =. traditional beliefs, tales etc. of a community

@9 horde n. crowd; great number

@ thespian n. actor or actress

@ evangelical a. WERFHESM

@ unapologetically ad. LW HEEM

@ devilishly ad. very, extremely

@ hedonistic a.  E 5K EXLH

@ anti-authoritarian a. B ELM, KB

@ spark v. to lead to; to be the immediate cause of sth.

@ patriotic a. BHEHMA, FEHLH

@ segment n. section or part of

@ wanderlust z. strong desire to travel

@ contradiction n.  FJE (¥), R —B ()

@ accountability n. responsibility

@sophisticated a. e, 2L, KEXED

@ avert a. turn away

@& aristocracy n. REGR [ BRIRE

@ elite n. group in society considered to be superior because of the power, tal-
ent, etc.

@0 intrinsic a. (of value or quality) belonging naturally; existing within, not com-
ing from outside

@) stubbomness n. B i, 7 [

@ beneficiary n. person who receives a benefit
@ sacrosanct a. (to be) protected from all harm, because sacred or holy
@0 archaic a. of ancient time

@ mawkishness n.  being foolishly sentimental
4 warden n. person having control or authority
@3 irascible a.  easily made angry
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@ solitary n. fd R R

@ unbridled a. not controlled

@ weary a. tired

@ interlocking a. locking or joining together

@3 influx n. constant inflow of large numbers or quantities

Notes

. 1-81: 815 MERZA B

. Burger Kings: Ul F 5 fE 5 A2 X 57 (0 BB BHUK

. the Wilderness Road: 18t 2 X EH ARBREBH A A BB EMN K EEHL

. Appalachian Mountains: B B $1 32 % 11 fk

. Scots-Irish: E17THAERMISH L TEHOEMBRAXEN YEERE
BIRLIEHHHFBEAN

6. frame house: KEHWHER

7. Alley Hollow: FIRIEERS
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. Andrew Jackson: F & -ARFIE (1829~1837) , XEE ML B4
. Chester A. Arthur: VI#74%- 123 (1881~1885), EEH2E B4
10. Ulysses S. Grant: JtHITEHT - # 2 45 (1869~1877), REBISLEE
11. Civil War: EEBELES
12. Confederate Army: Bt &% S 18] B B T RRFBZE BA
13. Union Army: Bdb&RS BRI TRE
14. Stonewall Jackson: 44 -RFTHE A BKPEN T EFLZ B
15. Alvin York: ¥R -4 % HE—RPHEEFI FEXERRBRRELE
Mt
16. NASCAR: XERF LT
17. Prohibition: 1919%/19334F 18] £ 3 ML T HRMW S
18. soul: XERRBAERES
19. Horace Greeley: ZEFIHT-#& A5, ELEZK F MHE BUA K (AHREEHR)
HalBEA
20. Edgar Allan Poe: L3, EEERER FA
21. Margaret Mitchell: IB#5RE%E - K B/R , F B IER , 19374 B/P UL R )R & 7
x4
22. Larry McMurtry: A 'ﬁfﬂ—ﬁﬁ,%ZﬂEg\EﬂﬁE%
73. Rosa Parks: B -WRET, 1955 BN SR ERAY
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24. Civil Rights Movement: 19t 4250~704E A S B AMFEF B ARNFMIES)

25. Tidewater: [Hi1 8, HAEMNEEREMEKR, FUFERBZRAKER
BX

26. the Second Amendment: XEEEE _BIER

27. Ulster: FI/REFF, Z /R 2B R EE

28. Bakersfield: 1 s #r3E/RFEHX A F M AIEE M P EGH

Exercises

L. Choose the best answer for each of the following:
1. The passage mainly tells about
A. the development of Scots-Irish in American society and its important role in
American culture
B. the important political and military people in American history and their influ-
ence on American culture
C. the main characteristics of the Scots-Irish immigrants and the process of their
survival in U.S.
D. the rediscovery of Scots-Irish and the necessity to re-recognize them in modern
American society
2. Which area is the main settlement of Scots-Irish?
A. the frontier area along Alley Hollow
B. the Appalachian mountains from Pennsylvania down to Alabama
C. the north-central “factory belt”, particularly around Bakersfield
D. the area along the wilderness Road, now 1-81
3. For what purpose has the author mentioned so many famous people who are the
descendents of Scots-Irish?
A. He wants to illustrate that Scots-Irish have played a dominant role in American
society.
B. He wants to prove that the Scots-Irish have enjoyed privilege in American
society.
C. He wants to show the Scots-Irish have made great contribution to American
society.
D. He wants to indicate the Scots-Irish are industrious people.
4. According to the passage, brought with Scots-Irish helps to shape the
American democracy.

9
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A. anti—authoritarian culture B. intense patriotism
C. strong individualism D. strong military tradition
5. In paragraph 17, the expression “to avert its eyes from them ”most probably
means
A. to prevent sth. bad from them B. to take its notice of them
C. to focus its mind on them D. to pay little attention to them

6. The. author introduces the main character in film Cool Hand Luke (paragraph 21)
in order to indicate
A. the Scots-Irish are rebellious
B. the Scots-Irish refuse to change their beliefs
C. the Scots-Irish locked down on education
D. the Scots-Irish are stubborn
7. The author pays high tribute to the good quality of Scots-Irish culture, but mean-

while, he also points out the negative side of the culture including

A. stubbormness and archaic thinking
B. neglect of formal education
C. rebellious spirit
D. self-centeredness
8. Which of the following could be described as the ancestors of American Scots-
Irish?
A. People who refer to the immigrants from Ireland, Scotland and northern Eng-
land, mostly Scottish Protestants.
B. People who refer to the immigrants from Northemn Ireland, who left for America
on religious account.
C. People who refer to the immigrants from Ulster of Ireland, who came to America
in 18th century.
D. People who refer to the immigrants of Scottish in Ireland who have combined
the both cultures,
9. We can learn from paragraph 30 that .
A. the majority of Scot-Irish flooded into northern area
B. most Scot-Irish live in the southern states of U.S.
C. there is an increasing coverage of Scots-Irish in U.S.
D. there is an increasing number of Scots-Irish population
10. It can be inferred from the passage that

A. the Scots-Irish culture has a long history and extraordinary features
B. the Scots-Irish culture flourished centuries ago but now declines down from the
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