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Abstract

Iranian Islamic Revolution constitutes one of profound influence in the
present world. Islamic Theocracy established after this revolution has ever
aroused enormous enthusiasm and expectation in Iran. It has, moreover,
evoked strong responses in the-third-world countries, especially in the
Islamic world. It is on the ground of its historic significance and its lasting
impact on the reality that this paper selects Iranian Islamic Revolution as
its case study. Through discussing the process, cause and result of the
revolution thoroughly and comprehensively, the paper indicates that the
collapse of Pahlavi Dynasty signifies the failure of a modernized model
experiment as well as a change of regime of a country, and that the rising
of the Iranian Islamic Republic not only means a complete transformation
for a country, but it is also the first practice of Islamic Fundamentalism, a
kind of ideology becoming even more prevalent in the present time. On the
basis of the case study, the paper, in terms of the interrelatedness between
Iranian history and the world history, considers the relation between
Iranian revolution and the contemporary Islamic Fundamentalism, and
postulates that Islamic Fundamentalism as an ideology of universality
contrary to the western free democracy, has not only transformed Tran, but
gone beyond the country and influenced the world; with the end of the
Cold War and the wane of the international communist activities, the
conflict in the world ideology has shifted — the contemporary Islamic
Fundamentalism pushed forward by Iranian Islamic Revolution has become
the leading antagonist of the western mainstream system in the world.

The whole paper is composed of eight parts, which may be arranged
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as follows:

The prelude gives a brief illustration of the significance, purpose and
research situation of this topic, and places emphasis on the textual
research of the concept of Islamic Fundamentalism — the focus of the
paper, for which it studies the origin of Islamic Resurgence Movement,
analyses the relationship between Islamic Traditionism, Modernism,
Fundamentalism and other ideological movements, examines the
conceptual connotation of Islamic Fundamentalism, and poses that Islamic
Fundamentalism is a revolutionary ideology with theoretical proposition in a
systematic way.

The first three chapters constitute the specific case study on Iranian
revolution. Chapter one describes and analyses the background of this
revolution, for which it also traces back to Iranian history, the evolution of
modern society in particular, examines in a comprehensive way the
influence on Iranian people, society, politics, economy and psychology
exerted by the lopsided modernization of Pahlavi Dynasty. The deformed
developmental strategy has brought about such strained relationships as
economic progress and political backward, democratic demand and
autocratic reality, national esteem and external control, material
prevalence and belief loss, and resulted in the disintegration of Iranian
society, the spiritual collapse and the all-round legalized crises.

Chapter two, studying the historical course of the first stage of the
revolution, explores and analyses the process from partial challenge to
Pahlavi Dynasty by secular reactionaries to a revolution of the whole people
under the dominance of religious power, summarizes the rationality and
necessity of the break-up of this revolution, and analyses the internal and
external environment and subjective and objective factors of the overthrow
of Pahlavi Dynasty by the revolutionary power. The dilemma of legalization
constitutes the internal root of Iranian Islamic Revolution. Reactionaries’
control of effective networks for mobilizing the people provides a reliable

tool for the revolution. And the coincidence of sudden economic
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deterioration and liberalized policy under external pressure constitutes the
direct motive of the revolution. During the crises, the self-defeating policy
of Shah and the Carter government, the proper strategies of reactionaries,
especially Khomeini, as well as the unification of the whole people,
eventually determines the tragic ending of Pahlavi Dynasty.

Chapter three, studying the historical course of the second stage of
this revolution, depicts how to change from an anti-monarchy revolution of
the mass to Islamic Revolution of Fundamentalism, and analyses the
reasons of Fundamentalists’ success and the substance and consequences of
Islamic revolution. In the struggle for power following the overthrow of
monarchy, catering to the demand of Iranian Nationalism and Populism as
well as the people’s religious fervor, Fundamentalists adopt a firm stand
and flexible strategies, defeat various reactionaries religious and secular
opposition successively and hence monopolize the political power. This
revolution gets Iran out of the shackles of autocratic monarchy, but
meanwhile makes it fall into the abyss of cleric autocracy. As the total
power of Rahbar takes over absolute autocracy, the Faqih system of strong
theocratic air constitutes a severe obstacle of Iranian further modernization.

Chapter four explores and discusses the formation, evolution and
theoretical connotation of Khomeinism — the guiding ideology of this
revolution, and analyses its characteristics and essence. As the
continuation and development of Shiite traditional theory, Khomeinism
integrates Islamism, Populism and Third Worldism, and introduces some
political modernism factor, hence shaping an ideological system of
enormous and complex content. It is an ideology of universality that
maintains religious politicization flaunting the religious banner, and it is
Islamic Fundamentalism with Iranian characteristics. This chapter may be
considered as a case study on Islamic fundamentalism, and it also
enhances the understanding of the essence of Iranian Revolution under the
guidance of Islamic Fundamentalism and the domestic and foreign policies

of the Republic of Islam.
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Chapter five analyses the relationship between Iran and contemporary
Islamic Fundamentalism in Khomeinism period. Elaborating on the rising
of Islamic Fundamentalism and the evolution of the foreign policies of the
Republic of Islam in Khomeinism period, this chapter goes further to
examine the core of the foreign policies of the Republic of Islam under the
guidance of Khomeinism — export of the revolution. It explores and
analyses the origin, intension, purpose, strategy and means of export of
the revolution, estimates its effects and influence and hence decides that
Iranian export of the revolution does not fulfill its expected aim, yet
propels the rising of contemporary Islamic Fundamentalism Movement.

Chapter six examines the evolution of Iran itself in post-revolution
date and the aftermath of Iranian revolution. On the one hand, faced with
so many troubles in reality, Iranian theocratic system has to revise itself;
on the other hand, with the essence of the integration of religion and
politics and the ideal of worldwide revolution yet not given up, Iran in the
new times is still at the crossroads of making a choice. Meanwhile, the
evolution of the worldwide dominant controversy indicates that the
globalized ideological conflicts have never come to an end at the turn of
society after the cold war, and Islamic Fundamentalism has become the
leading defier of western mainstream system, with Iran in the center of this
shocking tide.

The epilogue makes a summary of the whole paper, and also further
puts forward that Iranian Islamic Revolution reflects the predicament into
which the less developed countries especially Islamic countries fall in the
West-dominating globalized times; the rising of contemporary Islamic
Fundamentalism Movement makes conspicuous the convergence and clash
between Islam and contemporary world tide and opens out the common
problems faced by human in the globalized times. As one of the most
volatile variables among the post-war international relations, Islamic
Fundamentalism Movement will exert long-term impact on the international

system.
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