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Peru, South America... where mysterious pictures were created 2,000 years ago
on the plains of the driest desert on earth. Now these ancient wonders have spawned
a modern tourist industry, attracting travellers from all over the world.

Elsewhere tourists flock to see monuments that date from the dawn of history
— like here at Stonehenge' in England. And in the surrounding countryside, new
wonders still appear today. Vast and intricate crop circles that materialise’ over night.
But how and why are they made? And who creates these extraordinary mysteries of
the fields?

EEMNOME —EXRFHEF EHETRDEL, F-L£BHT
2 000 FRTRIMHRERIETE . 04, XEm & At M3 T A hkiF LRI R R,
B! T H5F & AT E AR,

ERZEAMSE L XU HRREHRSIBERENAFE. MAERLH
SHME, FNALEARDELR——KZAHA T REEHKRIZHE
B, EMNEEAEHEN? XHFAMERE? SIREECIE T X L4/ H
Bf 21 YLUE ?

Year after year, among the rolling hills of England, hundreds of intricate designs,
known as “crop circles,” appear in the fields. Such perfect circles of corn or wheat
have been known about for centuries. They used to be feared as the work of the
Devil.

But in recent |
years, these crop |
circles have be- |
come even more ) |

how the circles are
made. But some SN
strange force is at {8 :
work — twisting, 2
crushing and flat-
tening the corn.

1. stonehenge:
['steunhend3] n.
(3@ Salisbury
FRES) RH
ET#

2. materialise:
[ma'tiarialaiz] vr.
to cause to beco-
me real or actual
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1. phenomenon:
[fi'nominan] n. an
occurrence, a circ-
umstance, or a fact
that is perceptible by
the senses; an un-
usual, significant, or
unaccountable factor
occurrence; a mar-
vel IR, B, Al
BBHDNRR. BT
WP, HFi, AW
IR, EANEIX
AWK

2. symmetrical:
[si’metrikal] adj. of or
exhibiting symmetry
HNBOREIRK
B9

3. spectacular:
[spek’tekjule] adj.
of the nature of a sp-
ectacle; impressive
or sensational IR
0, HEIRN;: 8
ABTRAMBRN
REHH

Crop circles have been found all over the world, but most appear here in England.
The greatest concentration lie a hundred miles southwest of London — in the coun-
ty of Wiltshire. But why are so many found here? The answer could lie in the ancient
history of this beautiful and mysterious countryside.

Near where the circles appear are age-old pictures carved into the hillsides.
And, most famous of all, the 5,000-year-old rock circle of Stonehenge. One and a half
million people visit this ancient monument each year — making it one of the most
popular tourist attractions in England.

But today this landscape lures tourists to see a newer, equally mysterious,
phenomenon'. In August 2001 this huge and intricate crop circle materialised, quite
literally, overnight. Its scale was enormous: Fifteen hundred feet long and fifteen
hundred feet wide. Hundreds of separate circles within an elaborate spiral design,
etched perfectly into the field of wheat. It appeared on Milk Hill, a remote spot with no
human witnesses to see its creation. But these slopes are popular with para-gliders,
and the following day they spotted the circle from the air — in the field of farmer
Bryan Read.

Bryan Read says, “We believe it was made in one night, I think it just arrived.
We saw it on the ground but when you walk on the ground you couldn’t really
appreciate the full extent of it. When we saw the aerial photo, I mean, initially we were
shocked to see the intricacy of it, just disbelief that it could be so precise and
symmetrical®. That’s when we started to think this isn’t very easy to make, something
else is at work here.”

This com circle was so spectacular® that its appearance made headline news—
and thousands travelled to see it.

Bryan Read says,“I was amazed by the impact of the news — once it goes
round the world people coming from USA, Germany, Holland, Italy, Spain, Japan...
It was amazing. So many people enjoyed it, some that just want to walk in there and
feel the energy.”
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1. bemuse:
[bi'mju:z]ve. to cause
to be bewildered;
confuse {FXZ%;
BER

2. enthrall:

[in’Bro:l] . to hold
spellbound; capti-
vate #{F; IRSNE
3. dowse:

[dauz] vt.to use a di-
vining rod to search
for underground wa-
ter or minerals 23,
ARUHRIMWT
KB =

HWHEE

T, £E. #mE. fx. gXH. BAHEF. BF - FHEXLEAERE,
HEWARBENREEE &, AR THHIRHIE.”

But how was it made? Some talk of Unidentified Flying Objects and others of
unknown natural forces. Bryan Read has no answers — and the sheer scale of the
circle has left him bemused'.He doesn’t know what caused it but he’s not sure that it
was made by people.

Investigating this mystery is crop circle expert Byron Rees. Now a schoolteacher,
Rees first began looking at circles in his former job as a policeman. He was called to
a farmers field where a lot of damage had been done during the night; his crop had
been destroyed and Rees had to investigate that, and he was just fascinated by the
size of it and the complexity of it and just got really interested in it from then on. He’s
been doing it ever since.

Rees has investigated more than a hundred crop circles all over Britain — but
never one this big.This particular crop circle was just huge, over 300 circles the
largest being 70 feet in diameter. And he was just enthralled? to actually try and work
on it and get some readings of it.

He suspects that variations in magnetic fields are a possible cause and he’s
used his skills as an electronics teacher to adapt his equipment. Byron Rees says, “It
was originally a metal detector but I've obviously made a few modifications to it
because I’m more interested in actually getting the magnetic influence that’s below
the ground. If you remember back at school, and the piece of paper with a magnet
under it and you put the iron filings on the top, and that sort of circular pattern that
we used to get at each end of the magnet. Well there’s some argument that, uh, that
could be caused by some sort of magnetism within the ground, forming these circles,
the North and the South poles of a magnetic source within the earth.”

%(Rees examines the whole area where the circle appeared. Water divining
“éﬁwsing”’ is one of his techniques. He says, “Nobody really knows why water
dowsing works, it just seems to work. And some people can do it and some people
can’t. And it seems strange that in many of the cases I have looked at there’s actually
been water very nearby — if not directly underneath.”
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A local tavern', “The Barge Inn,” has become the favourite “watering hole?”
for those who study the crop circle phenomenon. Simon Dick is the manager of the
Barge Inn. He says, “We get people from all over the world who come here from
Japan, Australia, New Zealand, South America, the States, Europe, everywhere. They
seem to find this pub and want to know more about crop circles, (and) it’s the sort of

BEcm PR M
BERER

1. tavern:

[teev(a)n] n. an inn
BlE, &%

2. watering hole:
DYEER KO
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site that generates that interest for people from throughout the world.”

The bar is known locally as “Crop Circle Central” with wall maps detailing the
hundreds of circles that have materialised within a few miles of this building. But
what nobody knows is why this place should be at the heart of the crop circle
mystery.

Byron Rees says, “There’s a history of crop circles all over the world, but I
mean England has the greatest number of crop circles—in this part of the country in
fact. And in this year alone there has been over 2,000 crop circles in England and
about another 400 to 700 hundred in the other parts of the world—so it seems to be
a growing phenomena.”
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Britain’s corn circles are
beautiful and complex — but
other even more mysterious art-
works can be found...

The tiny fishing port of El
Chaco on the coast of southern
Peru is 150 miles south of the
capital, Lima. Here. the cold wa-
ters of the Pacific Ocean are
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rich in fish, and, in Peru, wherever you find fish, you find the pelican’'. It’s also a
magnet for tourists from all over the world seeking an adventure ride to offshore
Pacific islands — and a giant sand drawing whose meaning has been lost in the
mists of time.

The adventure begins with powerful speedboats racing across the Pacific wa-
ters at a speed of up to 30 miles per hour. They are travelling to the Ballestas Islands.
These uninhabited isles are an astonishing haven for wildlife. On the islands’ rocky
beaches boat loads of tourists are entertained by sealions — while simultaneously
the sealions are entertained by tourists. Among them,Canadian traveller Caireen
Hanert says, “It was an opportunity to see such an amazing variety of wildlife. More
birds than I've ever seen in my life which was a highlight for sure.” Others were
exhilarated? by the speedboat ride — like Caireen’s sister, Alana, “It was fast and
fun, I loved it. The islands themselves are just so beautiful and the diversity of
animals and the number of animals are just amazing.”

For the tourists there is a further 15-minute ride to reach the coastal sand
drawing, known as the Paracas Candelabra. 595 feet high, the drawing can be seen 12
miles out at sea, but nobody really knows when it was built or why. But even this
massive sand drawing pales in significance when compared to the awesome specta-
cle of the Nasca Lines, 150 miles away in the Peruvian desert.
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1. pelican:
[pelikan] n. any of var-
ious large, web-foo-

ted birds of the genus
Pelecanus of tropical
and warm regions,
having a long straight
bill from which hangs
a distensible pouch of
skin for catching and
holding fish %548,
Ee, £F—R4EF
ERENEFIBE
HERBAXERE
HRRBES, &5
KMENE, A TE
E-THXHBRAD
BHENTEKR
- ]

2. exhilarate:
fig’zilareit] v. to cause
to feel happily refreshed
and energetic; elate
iRes. MB, E8
RIREFRIM DTS
BE
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1. menagerie:
[mi‘need3zanri] n. a
collection of live wild
animals on exhibition ;
a diverse or miscella-
neous group IFWE
B, SNFEDY
NER: DVE, &
HEHARE X
B B

2.arid:

[‘eerid] adj.lacking
moisture, especially
having insufficient
rainfall to support
trees or woody pla-
nts FEM, RSK
., AEENER
B, ¥RERWA
FREBYNEK

&KL, BiKE#E R
) SRR EEE 15 SRR, R
7B 12 EBRALKE LR ATLLER
| X8 595 R EmMIbE, EHFRA
Paracas Candelabra, {H7%8F A&1HE
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It looks like a desert runway —

big enough for any international airport.
A hundred feet wide. More than six
thousand feet long. A landing strip for
a Jumbo Jet? Or the space shuttle? Or
perhaps a more mysterious...more
alien...flight arrival?

This “runway” follows an arrow straight line for as far as the eye can see. But
the reality is that this is probably not a runway at all. It is one of thousands of ancient
man-made drawings etched into this desert floor. Scientists call them “geoglyphs.”
Many are huge, rectangular that overlap each other in random patterns. Others form
a patchwork of lines stretching into the distance. Or a fantastic menagerie' of animals
so big they can only be seen from the air, a whale, and a curly tailed monkey, a
delicate humming bird, and a monstrous—sized spider. But how... and why... were
the pictures created?

The Nasca desert of Southern Peru is two hundred and seventy five miles
south of Lima sandwiched between the Pacific coastline and the high peaks and
valleys of the Andes. Life here has changed little for hundreds of years.

At the base of the mountains, on the desert plains the river beds are bone dry.
Less than one inch of rain falls here in 20 years. This is a dry and windblown place
—almost lifeless. And yet this arid® desert, attracts tourists and scientists from all
over the globe to marvel at one of the ancient wonders of the world—*“The Nasca
Lines.”

24 years ago schoolchildren from the town of Nasca demonstrated “how to
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build a Nasca Line.” On top of the sand is a thin layer of dark, loose rocks, washed
down from the Andes five hundred thousand years ago and deposited on the desert
floor. First mark out an arrow straight line with sighting poles and rope. Then, remove
every sun-darkened stone from the surface of the desert. The result is a Line as it
once would have looked — the underlying brilliant white sand shining out against
the iron-rich rock floor.
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From the ground, the Nasca Lines are on too big a scale for the human eye to
recognise them. So the designs remained a secret until the first commercial flights

began to cross these remote plains in the 1930s.

Yet the Lines were created thousands of years before mankind learned the
secrets of flight. So, how did anybody draw such perfect shapes when they couldn’t
see them in their entirety? Some believe that, this could be the answer — that the
creators of the Lines developed some form of balloon.

Today a hot air balloon is the latest way for tourists to fly over the Lines and the
flight has lost none of its wonder for balloon pilot, Juan Ortiz. He says, “I fly, I love to
fly, my blood is half bird and half human. It’s so beautiful and different—I think the
Lines were meant to being watched from above, something amazing. There’s an
energy in there —its like you’re in another world when you are flying over it.”

More earthbound tourists must make the x-hundred-mile journey from Lima
along the Pan-American highway to this 45-foot-high roadside viewing tower, that
offers a less elevated way to see the Nasca Lines. Others take an aerial tour from the
tiny Nasca airport. Thousands of tourists take this trip every month. They leave the
town of Nasca behind to circle the viewing tower and see the lines and animal draw-
ings concentrated at the Pampa de San Jose. But most visitors are unaware of just
how vast the lines really are, and of how immense an effort went into their creation.
David Johnson in the University of Massachusetts says, “Most of the people who
come and visit the Lines of Nasca relate to the Pampa de San Jose. The one they fly
over and they say , ‘My God, how many lines there are here.’ And they don’t realise
this is one tiny percent. It is not even one one-hundredth of, one percent of all the
geoglyphs that are available along the coast of Peru. When you see the extent it is
mind boggling.”
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