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Unit 1 New TOEFL iBT Speaking
Test Introduction

General Information about New TOEFL iBT Test

What is the TOEFL test?

The TOEFL® (Test of English as a Foreign Language™) test measures the ability of
nonnative speakers of English to use and understand English as it is spoken,
written, and heard in coliege and university settings.

The TOEFL test is offered in different formats depending on a test taker’s location.

The Internet-based TOEFL®) test (iBT)

The TOEFL ® iBT (Internet-based Test) tests all four language skills that are
important for effective communication: reading, listening, speaking and writing.
The test helps students demonstrate that they have the English skills needed for
success.

What is the benefit of an Internet-based test?

The TOEFL iBT emphasizes integrated skills and provides better information to
institutions about students’ ability to communicate in an academic setting and their
readiness for academic coursework. With Internet-based testing, ETS can capture
speech and score responses in a standardized manner.

Online registration and online score reporting make it easier for students to register
for the TOEFL iBT and receive their test scores.

What is happening to the current TOEFL tests?

The paper-based version of the TOEFL test will be available on a limited basis to
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supplement the TOEFL iBT test center network.
Why take the TOEFL test?

Most people take the TOEFL test as a prerequisite for admission into colleges and
universities where English is used or required. In addition, many government,
licensing, and certification agencies and exchange and scholarship programs use
TOEFL scores to evaluate the English proficiency of people for whom English is not
their native language.

Who should take the TOEFL test?

Nonnative English speakers at the 11th-grade level or above should take the TOEFL
test to provide evidence of their English proficiency before beginning academic
work. The test content is considered too difficult for students below 11th grade.

Many institutions report that they frequently do not require TOEFL test scores of
certain kinds of international applicants. These include;

* nonnative speakers who hold degrees or diplomas from postsecondary institutions
in English-speaking countries (e. g., the United States, Canada, England,
Ireland, Australia, New Zealand)

* nonnative speakers who have successfully completed at least a two-year course
of study in which English was the language of instruction

* transfer students from institutions in the United States or Canada whose academic
course work was favorably evaluated in relation to its demands and duration

* nonnative speakers who have taken the TOEFL test within the past two years

* nonnative speakers who have successfully pursued academic work at schools
where English was the language of instruction in an English-speaking country for
a specified period, generally two years

Students should contact their prospective institutions directly concerning their
specific admission requirements.

Where can people take the test?

TOEFL iBT is taken via the Internet at ETS-certified test centers. This makes it
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possible to greatly expand the number of locations where the test can be taken.
Who accepts TOEFL scores?

TOEFL scores are accepted by more than 6, 000 colleges, universities, and
licensing agencies in 110 countries.
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Test Content

The TOEFL® iBT (internet-based test) emphasizes integrated skills and measures
all four language skills, including speaking. The content on the test is authentic, and
the language is consistent with that used in everyday, real academic settings.

Next Generation TOEFL. Test

Section Content Number of Questions Approximate Time
Reading 3 passages 36~42 60 minutes

2 conversations
Listening 34 50 minutes

4 lectures

Speaking 2 inde t tasks 6 20 minutes
4 integrated-skills tasks )

Writ 1 integrated-skills task 9 60 mirut
riti minutes
"o 1 independent task

The test has four sections:

« Reading measures the ability to understand academic reading material.

« Listening measures the ability to understand English as it is used in colleges and
universities.

 Speaking measures the ability to speak English in an academic context.

« Writing measures the ability to write in a way that is appropriate for college and
university course work.

Test content is based on a “corpus”, or database, of spoken and written language

that currently contains more than 2. 7 million words, collected from educational

institutions throughout the United States.

The spoken language in the database was collected from lectures / interactive

classes / labs / office hours / study groups / everyday service interactions (for

example, at the bookstore or registrar’s office) .

The written language was collected from sources. such as textbooks and course
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materials.
Listening and reading texts in the test conform to the characteristics of the language

in the database.
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Speaking Test Content

The purpose of the speaking section is to evaluate your ability to speak coherently
both on your opinions and experiences as well as on information that you have read
or have heard. The speaking questions fall into two categories, independent and
integrated. For the two independent speaking questions, you should draw upon your
own experience and knowledge. For the remaining four speaking questions, you will
speak about what you read and/or hear. Your ideas need to be well-organized and
the language you speak needs to be accurate enough to be easily understood.

In particular, each question type will require test-takers to organize their ideas and
speak toward different goals:

% Two independent tasks about familiar topics

Test takers state, explain, and support their response using personal knowledge
and experience.

x Two tasks based on Reading and Listening material

Tasks include a short reading passage and a short talk. (These are shorter than
those in the Reading and Listening sections. )

Questions require test takers to combine information from both the reading and the
listening material in the responses.

One task is based on a campus-related situation, and the other is based on
academic classroom material.

Test takers can take notes and use them to respond.

% Two tasks based on Listening material, including a short lecture
or conversation

Questions require test takers to summarize key ideas from the talks in the
responses. ‘

One task is based on a campus-related situation, and the other is based on
academic classroom material.

Test takers can take notes and use them to respond.
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% Trained raters evaluate test takers’ ability in.

Topic development — show they understand and can make connections, and convey
relevant information.

Delivery — use clear, smooth, sustained speech for overall intelligibility.
Language use — demonstrate control of grammar and word choice, and respond

coherently.
Question Task Materials Length Tasks
1 Independent none Describe your experience.

Give your opinion and explain

2 Independent none
why you think this.

_ 100 words
Reading Restate the opinion of the
3 integrated . 200 words
Conversation speaker examples used.
60-90 seconds
100 words
) Explain how the example from
4 Integrated Reading Lecture | 200 words
the passage.
60-90 seconds
Conversation- . 300 words Restate suggestions and tell
5 Conversation ] o
based 90-120 seconds which you think is better.
300 words .
6 Lecture-based Lecture Summarize what you heard.
90- 120 seconds

Frequently Asked Questions about TOEFL Speaking

1. Why does the TOEFL iBT include a Speaking section?

The focus of the TOEFL iBT is on communicative competence and tests your ability
to use English to communicate effectively in an academic setting. Speaking is a key
communication” skill, along with listening, reading, and writing, and has an
important place in the TOEFL iBT assessment.
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2. Why are the answers for some of the questions in the TOEFL iBT
Speaking section based on reading and/or listening passages?
Speaking tasks that combine reading and/or listening passages with speaking are
called integrated tasks. They are included in the TOEFL iBT in recognition of the
fact that to succeed academically in English-speaking colieges and universities,
students need to be able to combine all their English-language skills—in reading,
listening, and speaking, as well as writing—inside and outside the classroom.

3. How much reading and listening will | have to do for the TOEFL iBT
Speaking section?

The reading and listening passages that are associated with the integrated tasks
vary in length but are all quite brief. Reading passages range from approximately 75
to 100 words, and the listening passages are generally between 60 and 90 seconds
long. In addition to being short, the listening and reading passages are not intended
to be difficult. They are designed to provide you with clear and accessible informa-
tion to use in answering the speaking questions.

4. May | take notes at all times during the Speaking section?

Yes. You may take notes at any time during the Speaking section—while reading
the written passages. listening to the spoken dialogues or lectures, and preparing
your responses. While you listen to the dialogues or lectures and take notes, you
should not try to write down word for word everything you hear. If you try to do this,
you will probably miss hearing important information. Similarly, while preparing
your spoken response, do not try to write out an answer that you will then try to
speak. You will not have enough time to write out a full response, and raters will be
rating you on your ability to speak, not on your ability to read aloud from a text that
you have written. Instead, you should use your preparation to review whatever
notes you have taken and to organize your ideas.

5. How will my responses be rated?

Each of the six tasks on the TOEFL iBT is rated by human scorers who will assign
ratings ranging from 0 to 4 for each response. The scorers will evaluate your
responses for the ability they display in topic development. delivery, and language
use, and assign an overall score for each response, based on these three factors.
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6. How will the total Speaking score be determined?

The scores on your individual speaking tasks are added up, with each individual
task score carrying the same weight. The sum of these individual scores is
converted into a scaled score of 0 to 30, and that is the Speaking score that will be
reported to the institutions you request.

7. How will mistakes affect my score? ,

Raters will not focus on the number of errors you make. They will score the
response based on the overall performance. A response that contains minor or
occasional errors may still be scored at the highest level.

8. What happens if | do not have time to finish my answer?

You may find that for some tasks, you are not able to include in your answer all the
information you would like to. The time allotted for each speaking response is con-
sidered sufficient for you to give a complete answer, and you should try to give as
thorough an answer as possible. However, the raters who evaluate your responses
recognize that it may not always be possible for you to anticipate precisely how
much of what you want to say will fit into the amount of time provided. Keep in mind
that how clearly and cbherently you convey information is as important as how much
information you convey. Therefore, you should avoid speaking at an unnaturally
rapid pace if you see that time is going to run out before you say everything you
have planned to say. You may find it useful to time yourself when practicing the
speaking tasks. This will help you get an idea of how much can be said in the
allotted time.

9. What happens if | finish my response before time runs out?

If you finish your answer before time runs out, you may want to consider what addi-
tional information you could add that make your answer more complete. If you find
yourself with extra time, it may not be a good idea for you to merely repeat what
you have already said. Rather, ask yourself what else you could say to clarify,
elaborate on, or otherwise develop your response more fully. Timing yourself when
practicing the speaking tasks should help you get accustomed to the time
allowances.
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10. May | go back and change an answer?

No. Each of your spoken responses is recorded, and it is not possible to go back
and re-record what you have said. For each question, you will be given some time
to prepare your answer, and this should help you plan ahead of time what you want
to say. You should also remember that your speaking responses are not expected to
be perfect. If in the course of giving your spoken response, you realize that you
shouid have said something differently, you should feel free to correct your mistake
if you wish, just as you would if you had made a mistake while speaking in your
native language and wanted to correct it. Otherwise you may want to simply ignore
an error and continue with your response, making sure that the remainder of what
you say is as intelligible, coherent, and accurate as possible.

11. How will my accent and pronunciation affect my score?

All TOEFL iBT test takers will have speech that is accented to some degree or
another, and your score will not be affected by your accent, unless your accent
interferes with the intelligibility of your response. Minor and/or occasional pronun-
ciation mistakes are also expected, even among the most proficient test takers,
and, here again, as long as pronunciation mistakes do not interfere with the
intelligibility of your response, they will not count against your score.
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Sample Test Questions

Please Listen Carefully

Narrator

Describe a class you have taken in school and explain why the class was important
to you. Include details and examples to support your explanation.

Please begin speaking after the beep.
[2 secs beep]

[ Appearing on screen |

1. Describe something you made and explain why it was important to you. Include
details and examples to support your explanation.

Preparation time: 15 seconds
Response time:45 seconds



