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Unit 1

The Secret of Success

A professor, after explaining the main idea of a text concerning the “Secret Of

Success”, is having a discussion with his students .

Student A. Professor, I'd like to explore the secret of success, but I'm not sure
how to go about it. As you know, everyone of us wants to be
successful in the future. Please tell us what makes for success.

Professor: You are more likely to be successful if you have goals and persevere.
Do you know the great ancient Greek philosopher Socrates? A similar
question was put to him by his students: How can a student become
very learned? Socrates didn’t answer the question directly; instead,
he asked his students to turn their arms back and forth 300 times a
day. All the students laughed and said “So easy, whoever can’t do
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Student B.

Professor.

Student C.

Professor.

Student D.

Professor.

Student E.

that?” One month later, when Socrates asked his students how many
of them continued this simple action, 20% of them raised their hands
with pride. After one year, Socrates asked the same question, only
one student raised his hand. Later on he became another great
philosopher—Brado, in Greece. So there’s no secret, only persistence
leads to success. Even for the simplest thing, without perseverance, the
door leading to success will not open.

Sir, I'd like your advice about the possibility of success. Life in
college has taught us to be independent, with our own minds, relying
on our own strength. When faced with a strange or complex situation,
we do our best to cope with it. Would you mind telling me if my
thinking is correct?

I think you're right. Your thinking shows the confidence and enthusiasm
of youth, shows you’re ready to tackle anything, also shows you
believe in yourself and your ability to get along. People who must
meet new situations learn to be inventive, at the same time they learn
not to be afraid of the new or the difficult.

Oh, good, I'm very much in favour of what you are saying. Could you
please explain it in detail?

| mean it is never too late to tap our creative potential. Some of us,
however, find it difficult to think in imaginative and flexible ways
because of our set pattérn of approaching problems.

That’s exactly the case. Am | right when | interpret what you say as
meaning: Being creative doesn’t necessarily mean being a genius. It
means looking at situations in a new way or putting something together
in a new form that makes sense. “Success is 10% inspiration and 90%
perspiration. ”

| really appreciate your interpretation. It’s very philosophical. | think
there is a lot of truth in what you said.

All of you have a knack of getting to the core of things, whereas I'm in
need of some interesting example to show what creative thinking really




Professor:

Student F.

Professor:

Student G:

Professor .

‘is. So if you can put on your thinking cap, 1’d be grateful.

Let me think about it. It might help you understand if | give you this
example. | remember reading a report about a young college professor
Mr. Lee. When he had a newly-born daughter, his wife fell ill and had
to lie in bed all the year round because of serious arthritis. He was in
great difficulty as he had to take care of his wife and daughter, with his
profession just at the beginning. He thought deeply about his
difficulties and how to get out of them. One day a sudden inspiration
came into his mind: he could focus his research on children’s linguistic
ability, using his own daughter as subject. After six years’
perseverance, he succeeded with the cooperation of his bedridden
wife, in writing and publishing a book on exploring children’s potential
ability in questions and answers, which amazed the linguists both at
home and abroad. From then on, his books about research on
children’s language came successively and brought him great success.
It seems that everything depends on their having the courage of their
convictions. Although the ideas of the young professor would be
considered as something unpopular and ' impossible, he had the
courage of his convictions to see them through.

So this example teaches us that on the way to our goal we may neglect
some beautiful scenery, lose other possible ways to our success.
Some of our talents may be buried by our other talents. We must break
our thinking patterns, and be flexible. The door to success often opens
only once. From that example we should learn never to give up our
belief in success. Also, don't let any opportunity slip. Have you ever
thought about what you would like to accomplish in your life?

Yes, | have thought about the type of work that | want to do as an
adult. But some people claim the success factor is largely a matter of
luck. Sir, would you please comment?

I'd be glad to tell you what | think. Though we say sometimes but
rarely, it's true the luck would bring us some happy surprise. | think
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Student H;

Professor:

Student 1.

Professor:

Student J.

Professor.

it’s not proper for our college students to plan for their future success
just based on luck. We hope our students will get the ability through
training to see their environment in new ways, open their perspective
and allow themselves td make all kinds of discoveries.

Thank you for your points. | think we're very much in agreement on
this. However, there are far too many students who plan their future on
luck. 1 think there’s still some risk of failure.

Don’t be afraid of failure if you try hard. If you do fail, make failure a
stepping stone to success. Regard each failure as a stimulus for further
efforts. Remember the saying “Failure teaches success. ”

At present college students are facing a challenge in job searching as
they find it difficult to obtain employment in the job market; and on the
other hand, job fairs have imposed fierce competition for job hunters.
Professor, would you mind giving me some advice on how to face
competition and challenge?

| enjoy competition and challenge through which | get the excitement
and opportunity for growth that my work provides. You know the story
about wolf and deer. On one side of a river, there’s no wolf, all the
deers were living very peacefully with great leisure, but on the other
side, deers were always alert and running, because there were some
wolves there, so that means all those deers were facing challenges.
The result shows that on the side with wolves, the deers’ growth was
much better than those on the peaceful side.

Professor. You are a clear thinker! It’s difficult for us to think through
this maze of factors leading to success. Besides all those you've
discussed and mentioned, what eise do you think necessary for
success? What about opportunity and courage?

There aren’t many opportunities in our life. If good opportunity has
presented itself for doing what you suggested, don’t hesitate. You
should seize it in both hands with your great courage. If we’re provided
with opportunities, but lack the necessary ability, opportunity will
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never wait for us. Success includes many factors. Many successful
people have achieved their personal goals through self-training.
Please remember, to make it big, excutives must possess four basic
skills: first, drive; second, common sense; third, communication
skills; fourth, the ability to remain calm under pressure.' Some
people’s great achievements were got after years of diligent research
and study. So diligence combined with natural ability would earn you
more opportunities and luck than other factors. If there is a secret of
success, in my opinion, that’s it.
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12.

Diligence combined with natural ability earned him commendations from
superiors.

I’m hoping that my new job will provide me with more of a challenge than my
last one.

This challenging book is one of the most thought-provoking that I’'ve ever read.
It’s no good asking me all the time, you’d better learn to think for yourself.

| know she will always do well because she thinks big (=has big plans) .

You should think long and hard before you make any important decisions.

Had he been given time to think the question through, he would have come up
with a better answer.

Clearly everyone connected with the enterprise put on his thinking cap, and
thought big.

The value of this exercise is that it challenges the student to express themselves
in an imaginative way.

He was behind the others in ability, but before them in diligence.

You can win if you have the will to try hard.

It’s hard to put new ideas together in an organized way within the time limit. |
can never think quickly to allocate my time properly, so | wind up trying to
finish the last question or two in five minutes.

(F) % 0 8 ¥ % e
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13.
14.
15.

16.
17.

18.
19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

He blamed himself bitterly for missing a golden opportunity.

They are marching courageously forward in the teeth of difficulties.

People should have the courage to stand up for their beliefs.

They were courageous enough to break away from conventions.

Failure in an examination should not deter you from trying again.

There are three kinds of goals, that is, lifetime, long-range and short-range
goals.

When you know what your goals are, you are able to manage your time better.
When we are inflexible in our approach to situations, we close our minds to
creative possibilities.

if you have a trained and powerful mind, you are bound to have it stored with
something, its value is more in what it can do, what it can grasp and use, than
in what it contains.

In many parts of the world, personal influence is essential in achieving success.
This is not true in the United States, where success usually results from hard
work, education, skill and personal initiative.

If you made a go of it, no matter who you were, you were equal to the next
man.

Here traits which lead to success are generally considered to be the willingness
to work hard, scholarship or skill, initiative, an agreeable and outgoing
personality.

{Word List}
persevere [ ipast'via ] vi. BE.AREAFH
persistence [pa(?) 'sistons | n. 1. BE,BHR 2 HFE, 59
tap [teep | vi. 1. 2% 2. FER.¥#
potential [ po'tenfal ] a. BEW n. Bh,.HBE
flexible [ 'fleksabl | a. TRBEH,ZEN.HZEHY
inspiration [ inspa'reifon] n. 1. R 2. BE.¥F 3. B#A
perspiration [ ipaispa'rerfon ] n. 1. #H7F 2. F
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8. interpretation  [mtsipri'teifon | 1. R, gy 2. F
9. knack [neek | n. 1. #%,517 2 ‘H‘ﬁi&i(ﬁ%ﬁ)

10. arthritis [ a:'Orarts | n. (B)x% % M%wﬁ‘?f‘f o
11. conviction [ken'vikfon | n. 1. 2% 2 Bf5 3 ’HH’E
12. slip [slip] vi. 1. B3 2. BEx 3. WA j';
13. approximate [ o'proksmmit | a. EWUHR, K48 ks
14. stimulus ['strmjulas] n. R R B R E & Ghineut ‘f
15. alert [a'1at] a 1. BHEEXN 2. FRW slep 5
16. excutive [ 1g'zekjutiv ] a. 1. {ATH n. 1. THEHIT —

2. i leeatme
17. commendation [ komen'derfon] Rk 2 BE
18. proVoking [ pra'vaukmy | a. %/\’M}(éﬁ 1 A B oy Mw} i
19. deter [dr'tar] vt R, RAE,TE dete doded
20. specialization [ spe[olar'zeifon ] n. B, &7k @P{z_‘,f}ﬁiﬂ‘ﬁ”
21. inflexible [in'fleksabl ] a. 1. BEW 2. E#HH 3. FIK

7t 2 by
22. instinctual [1n'stikt fuol ] a. (HP)Aththy, RME st ohe!
23. painstakingly . [ 'pemzterkigli] ad. EF,FBH,AFETQ oo
24. initiative [1'nifistiv ] n. HRE®, X5, RN

i ubiative
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1. go about (sth.): &M EEH, It TEEY
You're not going about the job in the right way.

2. likely: R A KB KB, TRAEARANA, TR EFBRF TG T
fEH8”,
He's much more likely to be at Southend. L

3. get along with sb. ; get along (together). 5 # A &74& %, 5 % A fobk 4 &b
Do you get along with your boss? (Do you and your boss get along?)-

4. in favour of sb. /sth.. %R (XF)EA/EEY

He said he was in favour of people working shorter hours.
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

make sense: F &G HEE; R E; S HER

It doesn’t make sense to buy that expensive coat when these cheaper ones are
just as good.

to the core: # 3| .4 Hi

He is English to the core. (completely English in manner, speech, dress, etc.)
thinking cap; () put one’s thinking cap on. 2 &% £ /1 % A% |5 &
I'm in need of some interesting suggestions, so if you can put your thinking cap
on, I'd be grateful.

. see through sb. /sth. . #Z/F& XA/ XE (X %)

We all saw through him. (realized what type of man he really was)
let sth. slip: #xt/#Z3Hl&%

What she did let slip was that she was desperately hard up.
think sth. through: 4 W % & (5] B %)

Think it through carefully before you give me your final decision.
present itself: (1.2 %)H#H

Somehow the right chance never seemed to present itself.
come up with: 1% i

For years Jones has kept coming up with new and good ideas.
wind (sth.) up. & X GHiE%$)

Before | wind up, there are two more things to be said.

in the teethof sth. . 7%, Kxt¥ =&

The new policy was adopted in the teeth of fierce criticism.
break away (from sb. /sth.): RAXM , HROCEHAL)
Fortunately, he broke away from that lawless group years ago.
deter sb. (from doing sth.): F X AR EFHEE

Failure did not deter him from making another attempt.
closeone’s mindtosth.: FEAKEL X E EXLREH
He seemed to have closed his mind to something.

make a go of. {# i o ; A&t B4

The agency wasn’'t much good at first but he made a go of it.
attribute one’s success entirely to ...: £ B W R £ HE I Feeeee




Mr. Dolittle attributes his good health to careful living.
Success is never blamed. () # H E,
20. carry success in its train: # 3 & 34
His strenuous work will carry success in_its train.
21. drink success to the enterprise. 25447 % 4 Vb ik 25
We all drink to Dan’s success in his new undertaking.
22. make a success: fL-----+ TEBERY _
Some pictures of mine had made a great success at the time.
23. score a great success: H &R Kk pk 3

He has scored a great success with that new play of his.
24. success has crowned his efforts: % 7 & FTHER S
Big success does not usually occur early. X 2 B i,
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1Exerolises;

1. Choose an appropriate short sentence from the following box to
complete the dialogue.

| sure do; Maybe we can play some tennis; if I'll ever get it finished;

| think my early excitement is gone; | don’t know; | missed the class this

morning; to check on before dinner; forget your worries and relax

DA

2) A:

3 A:

| still haven’t received my score on the TOEFL test. Perhaps | should write
to ETS in Princeton to inquire about it.
70'(0,6{ L wea¥ies asol relax | 1t takes at least 6 weeks to receive
[4

your scoré.

Could we drop by the lab for a minute? | have some experiment’s accounts
]({) C}L@Ci{ i ;?fm-{, ol I

: Sure. | have plenty of time and am interested to see you working on

anyway.
What is the home assignments from Prof. Smith? s

: Finish reading chapters five and six and write an essay on chapters three

(b) &0 W3
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and four. Remember it’s your turn to give a presentation next Monday.
4) A: Do you really think Professor Green will make you redo the entire
experiment?
B: . I'll cross that bridge when | come to
it.
5) A: How are you getting along with your term paper, Susan?

B: | have written and rewritten so much that | don’t know

6) A: You really seem to enjoy your literature class?
B: ! I've never read so much in my life!

I’'m exposed to the thoughts of some of the world’s best writers.
7> A: What are you going to do this weekend?

B: Don’t tempt me. | have to study for the coming examinations.
8) A: Now tell me, Laura. How do you like your work and life here on campus?
B: Well, . Now I’'m beginning to feel the

pressure. None of the courses are as simple as they appear to be.

2. After reading each of the short dialogue write down in the bracket the

main idea they’re talking about. -
1D A: Tom, don’t you try your best to study hard and get good resuits?
B: Well, if you could stop asking me to do lots of housework and give me more
time, | might have done a bit better, Mum.
The son suggested ( ).
2) A: Alice applied to colleges for admission and she has not yet received any
acceptances.
B: | am sure things will work out for her. She is not a poor student after all.
The second person thinks that Alice ( ).
3) A: How did Professor Clington’s lecture go last night?
B: We hadn’t expected such a large audience. Even after we moved to a larger
hall, there were still people crowding in the corridor.
What we know about Clington’s lecture is ( ).
4) A: | could have made the highest grade in this exam if | hadn't made that




careless mistake.

B: You still did well; making the second highest grade is nothing to complain
about.

The first speaker’s problem is ( ).

5) A. Friday’s speaker is supposed to be wonderful. Are you going to attend the

seminar that day?

B: Yes, but | haven’t got my ticket yet. Since the lecture is open to the pulic,
| imagine that the tickets may already be sold out.

The second speaker thinks ( ).

(F) BOHHEN

6) A: | stayed up all night studying for the test. So sorry | can’t go out with you
today.
B: Again! How do you get by with so little rest is a mystery to me.
The second speaker means ( ).
7) A: | have plenty of good ideas, professor Johnson, but haven't been able to
organize them clearly. May | give you the paper a few days later?
B: You know that | always prefer a well-written paper even if it is late.
The professor means ( ).
8) A: Parson, would you come with me to the book department store?
B: No, | can’t. I'll get to finish my homework, but please get me some
reference books on history. ’
Parson wants the first speaker ( ).
3. Translate the following English into Chinese or Chinese into English.

1) What | do is simply what lies easiest to my hand. It happens that | was born
with an intense and insatiable interest in ideas, and thus like to play with them.
It happens also that | was born with rather more than the average facility for
putting them into words. In consequence, | am a writer and editor.

) AERRRENWSWITR, 4 XTHF. FNESUNER;EH - MEH =,
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