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Foreword

Shen Lei, Sun Yun, Yao Lu (in the order | came to know them) are three
big names in the field of design. Before creating Office-Interior Architec—
ture Design, Shen Lei had enjoyed a high reputation in large-scale state-
owned design institute and afterwards pursued his further study at Edin-
burgh collage of art ( ECA) for 3 years. After coming back, he began to
engage in the special design practice of structurism and also be the main
editor of Interior ID+C, realizing a dramatic change of the magazine and cre-
ating a remarkable professional platform for the field of interior design.
Sun Yun came to this field a bit earlier and had become famous in Hang—
zhou many years ago. Not only his design works but also his collections
have won a good popularity. Moreover, due to his so many anecdotes, his
name has been more popular than himself, making me unreasonably asso-—
ciate him with the guidepost: "Manlongguiyu" which means sweet Osman-
thus rain at Manjuelong village when | first saw it. Yao Lu has ever devoted
himself to the artistic advertisement and graphic design in his early time
and he is also a well-known high-speed player with some knowledge of va—
rious electronic game machines and famous cars and art works, etc. Many
creative ideas have been converted to be the energetic productivity, so it's
natural that he then came to the field of interior design. Isn't it a surprising
and rejoicing thing that these three elites join common efforts to go deep
into such a wily and weird career of interior design?

"Interior Design" has always been called "Interior Fitting—out" by most Chi-
nese people. Wang Shuo, a famous Chinese writer, had ever given the
name' Fitting—out Master" to a well-known director Zhang Yimou for his ca
pability to decorate the shabby things into glorious golden ones, suggest-
ing that people have deeply accepted the superficial ornaments and the fact
that the more one tries to cover up, the better—known it will become. Many
people are good at creating some so-called "Image Project’ by doing some
making-up here and there, but the interior design has more internal mean-
ings. Although it will not be associated with the growing plants as architec—
ture does, however, it also has its own associations with structure, environ-

ment, and emotions. | guess they three may also be confused in ‘fitting—
out" in their early time, but what counts is that they then jump out of the
mess immediately. Such a kind of consciousness appeared a bit rebellious
in the past and until today has continuously been misunderstood. In their
work of interior design, we can clearly see that they have never fallen into
the mess of "objects", being creative on a basis of structure, improving the
integrity and interaction between lines and plan but not single-mindedly
parting and piecing up together again, pursuing the organization and mean-
ing of space but not over —~depending on the quality of material., research—
ing the shaping and changing of perception rather than cutting out the mov-
ing magazine photos.

These characters make their works innocent and simple, mature and vivid.
Their discovery and display of the essence of objects and space drive them
away from the shabby and glorious fitting—out, but making the object be-
come an individual but complete organic one. The design is originally a pro—
cess which gives life to objects. The reason why they name their office " In-
terior Architecture Design " is that they want to be far away from the
overwhelmingly stuffy topic environment.

Designer, especially the interior ones, is a special group with the spirit of
appreciating the flower by their own no matter how dark, rainy and smoky
the outside is, the unconsciousness of hunger and poverty, the courage of
working hard to be an accomplished one by staying away from the outside
world, all of which express the overwhelmingly strong esthetic attitude to
life. Shen, Sun, and Yao, absolutely free from mere conventionality, stick to
their own spiritual world in the warm breeze and sweet flavor of Hangzhou,

nverting the earthly crude to graceful tunes, which is based on the good
abilities of esthetics and psychology, both of which are the common points
of these 3 ones | deeply appreciate. Today when the esthetic ability of thew-
hole society is declining with a large number of unrealistic designer who
cannot put their thoughts into practice and when the whole world has regar—
ded Chinese art as the colorful ornaments by the nobility of Man nationali-
ty, but forgetting the simple and graceful elements by scholars in Ming Dy-
nasty, the real appreciation of beauty has been fading away in our sight. It
explains why some designers copy the design option from other countries
but with the pity of failing to find out the original charms-the mass cannot
make up the deep philosophy by pursuing the superficial ones.

Because of their common understanding and tastes, as well as their com-
mon recognition of the world laws and experience, Shen, Sun and Yao nat-
urally come together. Their works have always brought us surprise and ad-
miration, joys and intoxication, with ShenLei's fluent and interesting style,
Sun Yun's abundant knowledge and artistic conception, and Yao Lu's in-
tense sense of modeling and good command of matching. Nevertheless,
there are some intangible elusive and lazy elements in the works of these
three, in which neither the culture turns mysterious, nor the western ap-
pears holy. With the absence of the over-devotion to work and the burden
of so-called explain and meaning, their works, however, have given people
a deep impression of the cunning of genius and the strengths of nature.

Besides fashion design, nothing else in the design field can express the up-
to-date trends and fashion better than the interior design. According to the
Chinese characters, the world “fashion" has the meaning of both “first—
class', and "high-level". And as for their own clothes and shelter, they three
are no doubt ahead in the road of fashion. Their works have always sugges-
ted the sensibility to time and change;Sun Yun, famous for the villa
‘Sanmutian”, has always been on the list of the citizens in fashion at Hang-
zhou; Yao Lu, whose clothes have never failed to make people feel breath-
taking, began to put forward the well-known designer such as ALEWSSI
long time ago; and Shen Lei has always been the distinguished guest at
numerous Fashion Shows. At the opening of Interior Architecture Design—
LOFT49, the competing among the celebrities inside and the big-scale
show of performance art outside have left us an unforgettable impression.

They have sometimes been admired or doubted for their leisure and care—
free style, but actually they three are very devoted and hardworking men.
Design work itself is the sweet painstaking one. Besides working on the
desk day after day, they also have to work outside such as studying at the
site, in which, abundant preparation both in body and mind should be nec—
essary for the strict self-requirement. In such a few years, Interior Architec—
ture Design has accumulated many excellent works, behind which is their
continuous endeavor. In addition, their wide knowledge and insight of the
home and abroad design case and schools of thought, as well as the sensi-
tive discovery of construction technology and updated material have made
this aspect become more obvious.

In my opinion, as far as we can see, they three are the best team in the

field of interior design. Of course, | have to bravely admit my selfishness

on this topic. They have intense interests and sense of humor, the disposi-
tion behind which is enough for them to create the admirable future. They
are young, but the terror under the contradiction between energy and exper—
ience has gone away from them. Their names have been known by more
and more people, but they have never immersed in the conference, advocat—
ing and commercial activities with the thick overnight smell. What a good
state it is |
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