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Passage 1

Directions: Inthis part, yow!ll have 15 minutes to go over the passage quickly.
and answer the questions followed.

For questions 1 -7, mark

Y (for YES) if the statement agrees with the information given in the
passage;

N (for NO) if the statement contradicts the information given in the pas-
sage;

NG (for NOT GIVEN) if the information is not given in the passage.
For questions 8 ~10, complete the sentences with the information given in the

passage.

How Olympic Torches Work

By Stephanie Watson

Every two years,// people around the world wait in anticipation //as a
torch-bearing runner //enters the Olympic arena (Z# 3%, iE513%) and lights
the cauldron (K4, X KA. //The symbolic lighting of the Olympic
flame// marks the beginning of another historic Olympic Games. //

The opening ceremony is the end of a long journey //for the Olympic
torch. // By the time it arrives in the stadium, // it has traveled thousands of
miles. // It may have crossed oceans and deserts/ / and traversed mountains. //

It may have been carried //on planes, trains, bicycles, boats, and even dog

sleds. // And it will have passed // through the hands of thousands //of differ-
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ent people around the globe. //
History of the Torch

Fire has always held great power for humans. // It cooks our food, //
keeps us warm// and lights our way through the dark. //

The ancient Greeks revered (3f{{8, B#{) the power and fire. // In Greek
mythology,// the god Prometheus stole fire //from Zeus and gave it to
humans. // To celebrate the passing of fire //from Prometheus to man,// the
Greeks would hold relay races. // Athletes would pass a lit torch //to one
another until the winner reached the finish line. //

The Greeks held their first Olympic Games in 776 B. C. The Games, held
every four years at Olympia, honored Zeus and other Greek gods. The Olym-
pics also marked the beginning of a period of peace for the often warring
Greeks. At the start of the Games, runners called "heralds (f§#) of peace”
would travel throughout Greece, declaring a "sacred truce" (4K ) to all wars
between rival city-states. The truce would remain in place for the duration of
the games, so that spectators could safely travel to the Olympics.

A constantly burning flame was a regular fixture throughout Greece. It
usually graced the altars (481%) of the Greek gods. In Olympia, there was an
altar dedicated to Hera, goddess of birth and marriage. At the start of the
Olympic Games, the Greeks would ignite (f#8) a cauldron of flames upon
Hera's altar. They lit the flame using a hollow disc or mirror called a skaphia,
which, much like the modern parabolic mirror (JZ §14%), focused the sun's
rays into a single point to light the flame. The flame would burn throughout
the Games as a sign of purity, reason, and peace.

The Flame

The torch must stay lit the entire length of its journey. It must survive
wind, rain, sleet, snow, and a variety of climates (desert, mountain, ocean).

For fuel, early torches burned everything from gunpowder to olive oil.
Some torches used a mixture of hexamine (a mixture of formaldehyde (HB %)
and ammonia (£ 7K) and naphthalene (the hydrogen-and carbon-based sub-
stance in mothballs) with an igniting liquid. These substances weren't always
the most efficient fuel sources, and they were sometimes dangerous. In the
- 1956 games, the final torch in the relay was lit by magnesium and aluminum,
burning chunks of Which fell from the torch and seared the runner's arms.

« 2.
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The first liquid fuels were introduced at the 1972 Munich games. Torches
since that time have carried liquid fuels — they are stored under pressure as a
liquid, but burn as a gas to produce a flame. Liquid fuel is safe for the runner
and can be stored in a lightweight canister (/M#E).

The Lighting of the Olympic Torch

The Olympic torch is lit several months before the start of the actual
games. The flame begins its journey at the site of the original Olympic Games—
Olympia, Greece. It is lit, just as it was in ancient times, at the Temple of Hera.

An actress dressed as a ceremonial priestess, in the robes of the ancient
Greeks, lights the torch via the same technique used in the original Games.
She uses a parabolic mirror to focus light rays from the sun. The parabolic
mirror has a curved shape. When it is held toward the sun, the curvature focu-
ses the rays to a single point. The enetgy from the sun creates a great deal of
heat. The priestess holds a torch in the center of the parabolic mirror, and the
heat ignites the fuel in the torch, sparking a flame.

If the sun is not shining on the day of the lighting ceremony, the priestess
can light the torch with a flame that was lit on a sunny day before the ceremo-
ny.

The flame is carried in a fire pot to an altar in the ancient Olympic stadi-
um, where it is used to light the first runner's torch. For the Winter Games,
the relay actually begins at the monument to Pierre de Coubertin (the man who
founded the modern Olympic games in 1896), which is located near the stadi-
um. '

Then, the relay begins.

The Torch Relay

The Olympic Torch Relay begins with the torch lighting ih Olympia,
Greece. From there, the journey to the host city varies from year to year. The
Olympic Games Organizing Committee (OGOC) determines the route, as well
as the theme, modes of transportation for the torch, and the stops that it will
take along its way to the Opening Ceremony.

The torch is generally carried from one country to another on a plane.
Once it arrives in a city, it usually spends one day being carried from torch-
bearer to torchbearer on foot. It may also be ferried from place to place by car,
boat, bicycle, motorcycle, dog sled, horse, or virtually any other type of con-

e 3 .
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As in any relay race, each runner carries the torch for ornly one short leg
R —EBD of its trip. As a runner completes a leg, he lights the torch of
the next person in the relay.

It is considered a great privilege to be chosen as a torchbearer. Athletes,
actors, musicians, sports figures, and politicians have all carried the flame. In
1996, boxing legend Muhammad Ali lit the Olympic cauldron to mark the start
of the Games in Atlanta. But the brunt of the running is done by average citi-
zens all around the world.

Each torchbearer is accompanied by -a caravan with security personnel, a
medical team, the media, and extra torches in case the torch the runner is car-
rying goes out.

At the end of the relay, the last torchbearer enters the Olympic stadium in
the host city. The identity of that torchbearer is usually kept secret until the
last moment. The final torchbearer is usually an Olympic athlete, sports fig-
ure,. or an individual who has made a very special contribution to society. That
individual runs around the: stadium track once, then lights the Olympic caul-

dron, signaling the official start of the Olympic games.

(1,085 words)

Questions

() 1. The Olympic torch will have passed through the hands of thousands of
different people before the opening ceremony.

¢ ) 2. The ancient Greeks respect power and fire.

() 3. In ancient times, the Games was held every four years at Olympia to
honor Zeus and other Greek gods.

() 4. The flame begins its journey at the site where the Olympic Games are
held.

() 5. The torch needn't stay lit the entire length of its journey.

() 6. The torch must have a bright flame that is visible even on sunny day.

() 7. The Olympic Torch Relay begins the journey from the host city varies

o« 4 o N
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from year to year.
8. The Olympic torch is lit several months before .
9. In 1996, lit the Olympic cauldron to mark the start of the
Games in Atlanta.
10. The identity of the final torchbearer is usually until the last
moment.
Notes

Premetheus: IERMBHT, FHIEMIED MR, EETFALZ M. s
THZXEHHER, BRAAAE.

Zeus: HHT, RIS EM, REMGIEE, HAMRA IR
*.

Hera: #$l, ABEMIEPEHHIMIE.,

Munich: F/ER, TEERTT, BALFTMHERT,

Muhammad Ali: R - fE, AIHAZEREE,
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Directions: In this part, you'll have 15 minutes to go over the passage quickly
and answer the questions followed.

For questions 1 -7, mark

Y (for YES) if the statement agrees with the information given in the
passage;

N (for NO) if the statement contradicts the information given in the pas-
sage; ‘

NG (for NOT GIVEN) if the information is not given in the passage.
For questions 8 — 10, complete the sentences with the information given in the

passage.

Introduction to How the Euro Works

By Lee Ann Obringer

National currencies are vitally important to the way modern economies op-
erate. They allow us to consistently express the value of an item across borders
of countries, oceans, and cultures. Wealth can be easily stored or transported
as currency.

Currencies are also deeply embedded (#8_A) in our cultures and our psy-
che. Think about how familiar you are with the price of things. If you've
grown up in the United States, you think of everything in "dollars", just like
you think about distances in inches and miles.

On January 1, 2002, the euro became the single currency of 12 member
states of the European Union. This will make it the second largest currency in
the world (the U. S. dollar being the largest). It will also be the largest cur-
rency event in the history of the world. Twelve national currencies will evapo-
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rate and be replaced by the euro.

In this article, we'll look at the monumental task of changing 12 countries'
entire monetary systems to a new, single system, and why this change was im-
plemented.

Where Did the Idea-Come From?

The original seed was planted in 1946 when Winston Churchill suggested
the creation of the "United States of Europe. " His goals were primarily politi-
cal, in that he hoped a unified government would bring about peace for a conti- -
nent that had been torn apart by two world wars.

Then, in 1952, six west-European countries took Churchill's suggestion
and created the European Coal and Steel Community (ECSC Rk P! 440 BE ).
These resources were quite strategic to the power of each country, so a re-
quirement of the ECSC was that each country allow their resources to be con-
trolled by an independent authority. Their goal, just as Churchill had intend-
ed, was to help prevent military conflict between France and Germany.

In 1957, the Treaty of Rome was signed, declaring the goal of creating a
common European market. It was signed by France, Germany, Italy, Bel-
gium, the Netherlands, and Luxembourg.

After many false starts, the process of creating the Euro got its real start
in 1989, when the Delors Report was published by Jacques Delors, president of
the European Commission. This important report outlined a three-stage transi-
tion plan that would create a single European currency. In the next section,
we'll look at the stages.

Planning the Transition

As outlined in the Delors Report, the transition to a single European cour-
tesy followed a three-stage plan:

Stage one began on July 1, 1990, and immediately abolished (at least in
principle) all restrictions on the movement of capital between the member
states. It also began the identification of issues that needed to be dealt with
and the development of a working program to implement the upcoming chan-
ges.

Stage two began on January 1, 1994, and marked the establishment of the
European Monetary Institute (EMI BRINSTi#L#I). The EMI was responsible
for coordinating the monetary policy and strengthening the cooperation of the
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