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The Wonder Years
FENSH

[EDITORS’NOTE:This is an NYU college-admission
application essay question and the actual answer. ]

it Fit. TAZAHRFAFZEHPH—E
5] A B — AL WA B A

Question:

In order for the admissions staff of our college to get to know you,
the applicantbetterywe ask that you answer the following question:
“Are there any significant experiences you have had,or accomplish-
ments you have realized,that have helped to define you as a person?”
Answer:

I am a dynamic figure,often seen scaling walls and crushing
ice with my bare hands.I have been known to remodel train stations
on my lunch breaks,making them more efficient in the area ‘sof heat
retention.l translate ethnic slurs for Cuban refugees.I write award-
winning operas.l manage time efficiently.Occasionally,I tread water
for three days in a row.I woo women with my sensuous and godlike
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- trombone playing.l can pilot bicycles up several inclines with un-
flagging speed,and I cook thirty-minute brownies in twently min-
- utes.] am an expert in stucco,a veteran in love and an outlaw in
- Peru. Using only a hoe and a large glass of water,I once single-hand-
edly defended a small village in the Amazon basin from a horde of
- ferocious army ants.I play bluegrass cello.I was scouted by the Mets.I
. am the subject of numerous documentaries.When I'm bored,I build
large suspension bridges in my yard.I enjoy urban hang gliding.On

Wednesdays,after school,I repair electrical appliances free of charge.l
am an abstract artist,a concrete analyst and a ruthless bookie.Crit-
ics worldwide swoon over my original line of corduroy evening
wear.I don’t perspire.l am a private citizen,yet I receive fan mail.l
have been caller number nine and have won the weekend passes.

Last summer I toured New Jersey with a traveling centrifugal-
Jorce demonstration.I bat.400.My deft floral arrangements have
earned me fame in international botany circles.Children trust me.l
can hurl tennis rackets at small moving objects with deadly accura-
cy.I once read Paradise Lost,Moby Dick and David Copperfield in
one day and still had time to refurbish an entire dining room that
evening.l know the exact location of every food item in the super-
market.I have performed several covert operations with the CIA.I
sleep once a week;and when I do sleep,I sleep in a chair.While on
vacation in Canada,l successfully negotiated with a group of ter-
rorists who had seized a small bakery.The laws of physics do not
apply to me.l balance,I weave,I dodge,I frolic and my bills are all
paid.On weekends,to let off steam,I participate in full-contact origa-
mi.Years ago I discovered the meaning of life but forgot to write it
down.I have made extraordinary four-course meals using only a
mouli and a toaster-oven.l breed prize-winning clams.I have won
bullfights in San Juan,cliff-diving competitions in Sri Lanka and



spelling bees at the Kremlin.I have played Hamlet,I have performed
open-heart surgery and I have spoken with Elvis.
But I have not yet gone to college.

...He was accepted.

Hugh Gallagher
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Being Yourself!
 RAtREE!

I strongly believe you should never judge people
by how they look.The only thing that matters is what’s
on the inside.

Nick of the Backstreet Boys
BAE RERRZEARBA, E—ERHRANAE
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EHREZZRR

Friends come together to learn and grow with one another,to
lighten each other’s loads and brighten each other’s days.Our friends
can have a tremendous impact on our lives.They are our teachers and
our guides,our support systems and our cheer-leaders.It is a big re-
sponsibility to be a good friend.So it is very important to come into a
friendship with a solid sense of who we are—we should be able to
give our friend our best,most authentic self.It is only by being real
with our friends that we can truly give the gift of our friendship.Our
friends will enjoy our company so much more if we can be ourselves
in their presence.The payoff for us is enormous.We are assured that
we are loved for ourselves rather than someone we are pretending to
be and,because of that,we are able to be completely at ease.

But how do we know when we are truly being ourselves?How
do we learn to be ourselves?Being yourself is a process and not a

destination,and there are steps that you can take to start being
yourself.
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Begin by asking yourself the question,Who am I?

-What are my values?What do I believe in and what do I consid-
er important?

-What do I like?What are my hobbies or interests?How do 1 like
to spend my time?What type of movies,books or TV shows do I like?

+What is my personality?What do I care about?What are some
words I would use to describe myself?

When we don’t know the answer to these basic questions,we run
the risk of taking on identities that are not truly ours in order to
please others.We've all had the experience of taking on an identity
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: that is not really our own.Even if we won the approval and acknowl
- edgment of the people we were trying to impress,it is a hollow victory.

- We end up feeling lonely and empty when we aren’t being true to
- ourselves.

Another way to know ourselves is to know our boundaries.It is

- important to know our limits—what we will and won’t do,what we
- need or don’t need,and what we want or don't want.Boundaries are
, the lines we draw around ourselves to protect us;they are our bor-

ders.It is that voice that tells us. “No,this doesn’t feel right to me,”or
the knowledge that we deserve better.We will be challenged many
times either to do what’s easy and popular or to do what’s right.It
isn’'t always easy to stand up for yourself when it isn’t the popular
stance,but you only need to do this one time to know that the way in
which it empowers you makes it totally worthwhile.

In friendships,if we don’t communicate our boundaries to others
we can resent the other person for sapping our time and energy.We
can become irritated and even angry with another person when we
aren't true to ourselves.This could lead to hurting that person’s feel-
ings unintentionally.We end up blaming our friends for not“seeing” or
“knowing somehow” that they were asking too much of us.If we can
take responsibility for saying what our needs are,we can avoid situa-
tions that result in resentment.The key is to be real clear about what
our needs are,and to express our limits before any bad feelings build
up.This positive action on our parts can make us feel much better
about ourselves.

Another aspect of being ourselves is accepting all parts of our-
selves:the good,the bad and the ugly.This doesn’t mean it’s fine to ex-
hibit such negative behaviors as lying and stealing and simply write it
off as,“Hey,I'm not perfect.” We should always resist any temptation
to behave in a way that hurts others and ourselves.But it is important



to realize that we all have shadow sides to ourselves.Nobody is perect.
We all have feelings of envy, judgment, jealousy, guilt, anger and fear.
These feelings are just part of the human experience.The important
thing is not to beat ourselves up for these feelings but to have com-
passion for ourselves in those moments.
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If we condemn our faults instead of trying to understand them,

we won’'t grow and learn.Most importantly,each time we accept our
- own limitations we can more fully begin to accept the limitations of

© other people.This is one of the most important factors in being a
- good friend.

As with everything being yourself is a journey.It is never com-

2 - plete.We don’t wake up one day and proclaim that we are now “our-

selves”.The treasure is in the learning,not in the final destination.
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Never Too OIld to Live Your Dream
SCI AR KIEARS IR

The first day of school our professor introduced himself to our
chemistry class and challenged us to get to know someone we didn't
already know.I stood up to look around when a gentle hand touched
my shoulder.I turned around to find a wrinkled,little old lady beaming
up at me with a smile that lit up her entire being.

She said, “Hi,handsome.My name is Rose.I'm eighty-seven years
old.Can I give you a hug?”

I laughed and enthusiastically responded, “Of course you may! ’
and she gave me a giant squeeze.

“Why are you in college at such a young,innocent age?” I asked.

She jokingly replied, “I'm here to meet a rich husband,get mar-
ried,have a couple children,and then retire and travel.”

“No seriously,” 1 asked.I was curious what may have motivated
her to be taking on this challenge at her age. ‘
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