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WHAT AMAZING FASCINATION

Fascination is a feeling of sensual satisfaction that has nothing
to do with wine or liquor. It is an indescribabZe sensual pleasure no
alcohol can provide. People are of different likes and dislikes; so are
their fascinations. Our national gems of calligraphy and paintings
are so amazingly fascinating to me that I am often lost in reveries

about them.

I can hardly keep calm and unperturbed when seeing
masterpieces of calligraphic and painting works, for every stroke
and brush read between the lines seems to illustrate infinite vigor
in life, carrying the sense of responsibility of the calligrapher and
painter for the natural world. Appreciating their works is just
like reading poems that drive you into a dreamland. It is just like
listening to music that is pleasant to the ear, turning you on and
making your blood boil. It is just like being caressed in the refreshing
breeze so that you feel engrossed, fascinated, or intoxicated in all

your cells. What amazing fascination!

If it is assumed a pleasure to see one or two pieces of good
work, then, I am sure it must be a fascinating experience to go
through all the collected articles in the collection book here. Every
picture suddenly seems to be so fresh and vivid when you see one
Jamous calligrapher-painter after another. We could be unclear
about the concept of excellent performance at ordinary times, but
you may find the very answer very quickly here. We may often
ponder over the question that may readily come floating into our
minds: How comes that our predecessors mastered and excelled
in calligraphy and paintings? It seems to dawn on us that they
had a diametrically different mindset from their contemporary
counterparts. They settled down to work so devotedly because they
were free from any binding desire for personal gains. Though their
works could sell for over 100,000 RMB, one million RMB or even
more nowadays, yet they were utterly unaware of this. Such was their

mentality when they were hammering out the invaluable heritages.

When looking at these collected articles, when appreciating the

handwritings of the great masters, we cannot but be overwhelmed

more than ever with worship and cordial affection for them. For

example, you seem to see their beaming faces and hear their
teachings when you read the preview and postscript inscribed
by Qi Gong, the Master Calligrapher, for Lu Yanshao's Album of
Landscape Paintings; or when you appreciate the inscriptions and
connoisseurship sealed by such masters as Yang Renkai, Qin Gong

and Yin Shoushi.

Collecting is an amusing entertainment; it is also an arduous
work. The voluminous collection must have been hard-won
treasures. Apart from financial price, it consumes a great deal
of time; it implies a test of loneliness. When collected articles
are put on display, they are apt to win them not only credit but
also discredit. Collectors must be indifferent to favorable and
unfavorable comments. They must be confident of themselves and
remain psychologically well qualified. Hence, it is no easy thing to
be a collector. Anyway, it is something that gives you self-confidence

and joy; otherwise how could there be so many fascinated fans?

After reading this Album of Exquisite Modern Chinese
Calligraphy and Paintings, 1 seem to be hit by stronger fits of
sentiments described above. My heart seems to throb more strongly
than ever. Hereby I am marking my heartbeats as the prologue to the

collection.

Su Shishu

December 25, 2006
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