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The Banana Tree
You think bananas grow on trees? No, they don’t, because the

banana tree is actually a plant. It is probably the largest plant in the
world. To know more, look at the banana trunk. Is it wood? No.
There are layers of skin placed in circles. These layers are actually
the lower ends of banana leaves. In other words, the banana tree is a
clump of leaves!

At the top of the plant is a chunk of leaves looking like a palm
tree. The flower bud grows in the stalk, which is right in the middle
of these leaves. From this flower bud grows the bunch of banana
fruits, all of which point skywards. There is only one bunch at a time.
But, it can be quite heavy. Sometimes, it could weigh up to 45
kilograms!

The Banana Origin

It is believed that the banana originated in Southeast Asia. It is,
in fact, one of the oldest known fruits to mankind, and is eaten as a




fruit as well as a vege%e So : Ve
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FRENEXES

H i Fgmeh B LR 4o. top banana RN
banana skin 78 “ & 5% B ¥ s AR AT 654R IR " 65
FEEHEBIDE.
(1) Who is the top banana here ?
R ILEHLIL?
(2) The seat changes are likely to prove a ba—
nana skin for me.
B eh T IR T AELS KA KR B AR,
Ptk & 2k, banana republic &7~ EFEE (35 R
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A Blow-fly and a Carrion Flower

A blow-fly was looking for an ideal place to lay eggs, like rotten
meat, so that when her little maggots were born, they could feed on
the meat. As she turned a corner in the grassland, she smelt something
stinking in the air. The smell of rotten meat! With great joys she
perched on it and laid her eggs. She was happy that her children
would have enough food to eat.

The blow-fly did not know that she had made a great mistake.
What she had sat upon was not meat but a flower, which stunk. It is
called a carrion flower.

Getting New Life

The carrion flower is one of the many flowers which give out
dirty smells to attract flies. They do it for a special reason. Unlike
mating birds, these plants cannot move from their place. But it is
important for the male cell of one plant to get in touch with the
female cell of another plant in order to give birth to new plants.

The plant uses its stink to attract flies. When the blow-fly sits on
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New Words

(D maggot ['maegoat] n. 4

@ stinking ['stigkin] adj. R[]

® perch [pa:tf]v. i

mating ['meitip] adj. 2L
~ ® pollen ['polin] n. £k}
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‘:-‘ 2 Flower MRS Vs

A B ERR! the flower of sb’s (‘
% J the best of sb’s time, & 7~ &
FEHD FFRS—T€,
(1) "You are as welcome as flowers in May here,”
the team leader told the scientist.
PAASRIFFE2 R “PRE KN TX B R RIVEHA, "
(2) One should do something when he is still hold—
ing the flower of his life.
L — D AF AR GO 5 N IR R B,
flower BT LATESHI8, K" FE" "R HEL

the early spring.

‘ter flowered very early.
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