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ABSTRACT 4

ABSTRACT

School Restructuring has been a worldwide trend of public school reforms since
the 1980s. The restructuring movement is becoming increasingly uniform worldwide
and the related documents and debates on school restructuring are also increasing.
The research on school restructuring is of vital importance.

The international school restructuring movement stemmed from the so-called
problematic public school system, which needs institutional and structural innova-
tion. Among its complicate backgrounds and numerous factors behind, school re-
structuring has its fundamental and dominant theories within. Neo-liberalism and its
closely related theories, i. e. neo-conservatism, new-managerialism and post-wel-
farism, are summarized as the general supporting theories of school restructuring in
this dissertation. Under the identical theory of neo-liberalism on the whole, school
restructuring in different countries and areas has formed the same routine styles. The
themes of school restructuring are: education marketilization, education privatiza-
tion, education devolution and expanding parental choice.

A newly education reform wave started in the 1980s in America. The last two
decades of school restructuring has begun from school choice movement and presen-
ted different forms in different times and areas. The ideas of neo-liberalism such as
market mechanism, privatization, competition and parental choice are advocated
and implemented through the practice of school voucher, charter schools, private
management of public schools, magnet schools and home schooling. School restruc-
turing in America is unique and everlasting. Since the prevailing of Thatcherism,
school restructuring in England has been dominated by the new right, which is gen-
erally regarded as the combination of neo-liberalism and neo-conservatism. Since

then, the basic features of marketilization and privatization of school restructuring
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has been lasting till Blair’ third way. Neo-liberalism has greater influence in Aus-
tralia and New Zealand, therefore, the themes and measures of school restructuring
are more radical. The Scandinavian countries are also part of the worldwide trend to
carry out school restructuring as America and England. However, school restructu-
ring in these welfare states has some more profound meanings. Since the middle of
the 1980s, China has also undergone a deep innovation of public school system,
which echoes the worldwide phenomenon. Through the analysis of thesé typical
countries, this dissertation can firmly argue and discuss the theories and practice of
school restructuring. These case studies can help to advance the further research of
the theories and practice of school restructuring.

We should hold on the rational and cautious attitudes toward the school restruc-
turing. Some Significant problems are still in need of further discussions. Firstly,
the accountability of public school by way of restructuring has not made evident pro-
gress. The reliability and validity of restructuring are still disputable. Secondly, the
problem of deficiency of public school system is somehow exaggerated and over-criti-
cized. The bureaucracy of public school system, education devolution and the adop-
tion of new managerialism, etc, such important problems need further reasoning and
clarifying. Thirdly, the dominant theories and practice of school restructuring such
as markertlizaiton, privatization, free school choice, etc, are logically deviated from
the principles of public education and have impacted the basic missions and values
of public school. School restructuring is confronted with returning to the basic stand-
point of education reform, i. e. sticking to educational theories and educational
discourses and keeping to education equality.

Keywords: School Restructuring, Public School and Neo-Liberalism
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