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INTRODUCTION

A New Chinese Course has been prepared for use by students as an elementary Chinese course
book. It consists of four volumes of textbooks and workbooks, with 3, 000 basic words, over
300 grammar items and 1, 500 basic Chinese characters. Each volume is designed for 60-100 class-
hours in an academic year.

Since the 1970s, a good number of Chinese textbooks have been devised and published at
home and abroad. Each of them has features and merits of its own, and has been used in both
teaching and learning. However, as language teaching theories and methods develop, we find it
necessary to compile a new textbook on the basis of the success of similar textbooks published and

the new lisk in the field of 1 hing and research, so as to meet the demand

for Chinese teaching in the world. A New Chinese Course is a product of such experimental ef-
forts,

Grateful acknowledgments are due to the specialists and professors at the Beijing Language
and Culture University, Beijing University, Beijing Normal University and People’s University of
China who met three times in the course of the preparation of this book and offered valuable advice

and i Any ions and criticisms from users of this book are earnestly wel-

come,

This course has been prepared on the scheme put forward by the chief editor, with Mr.
Huang Zh heng (B{BL#) ible for texts and new words, Mr. Li Quan (ZE}) for func-
tion items. Ms. Zhao Yanwan (#X#Bi) for notes and Ms. Ma Yanhua (G #4) for phonetics,

characters and exercises.

The course was finally completed under the chief editor's overall planning and arrangements,

Volumes I & ]I have been arranged as follows:

Lesson 1 to Lesson 10 in Volume [ deal with Chinese phonetics and characters. Generally,
the teaching of individual sounds can be very dull and tedious and students may not find much in-
terest in them. To learn Chinese phonetics through sentences at the very beginning can also, if

improperly done, result in the incomplete mastery of the sounds and tones. In order to avoid these

tendencies, priority has been given to the hing of ph » syllables and tones at this ele-

mentary stage while short and simple commonly used phrases and sentences are provided.

¢ v



Writing characters is another hard nut for foreign students to crack. In this book, the writ-
ing of Chinese characters is taught in strokes and stroke order, according to the rules of structures
of the Chinese characters. In the first ten lessons, 50 mono-formative characters are given (thus,
T R T

words in later texts). Undoubtedly, learners will find it useful to learn them.

W_m w—m

v “A”, “N”, and “+” will not appear as new

From Lesson 11 in Volume [ to Lesson 20 in Volume [I , all the texts are written in the form
of dialogues set in foreign countries. They have fixed characters and centre on five topies: individ-
uals—families— institutes— friends— society, recurring eight times throughout the first two vol-
umes, joinir{g up structure, topics, function and culture. All the texts are prepared on practical
language. close to the life of overseas learners, always enabling them to find something to talk a-
bout and discuss after each lesson.

The place names written as “X X" are supposed to be substituted with the local names
known to the users.

Texts from Lesson 11 to Lesson 30 in Volume [ are provided with Chinese phonetics. In
Volume Il the texts are merely provided with tone marks. The light tone is shown with “,”, but
new words are indicated with their original tone marks.

New words: The number of new words in each lesson increases from 20 to 40 as the lessons
move on. Over 1,300 words are included in the first two volumes, 80% of which are regarded as
A Level words according to Guidelines for Chinese Words and Characters. A glossary is appended

to the book.

Function; Social ication is the very fund, 1 fi ion of a | This course
gives priority to the training of students’ communicative skills. Each lesson has 4-8 function
items, and there are altogether 131 function items and 249 function points in Volume I &. 1.
They have been specially designed on the basis of the texts, the realistic demand of the learners as
well as the accomplishments in function research theories at home and abroad. There is a summary
and classification of function items attached to the end of the book.

Notes: They mainly deal with two things. One is the grammar, the other is difficult sen-
tences, expressions and necessary background information concerning culture, The grammar items
covered in this book are mostly concluded in Standards for Chinese Proficiency and Grammar as A
Level items. They are arranged in accordance with their degree of difficulty and are intended only
to provide short and simple explanations, not all round or systematic ones. Notes in each text are
all enumerated by Arabic numerals. Important sentence patterns are generally shown with dia-
grams. There are also four brief summaries of grammar in the book to help students grasp those
grammar points they have dealt with. A grammar index is included in the book.

Exercise: Workbooks have been separately prepared for the learners. They contain two

d to lidate the » function items

parts. One includes various types of exercises d



and texts covered. The other is character writing. A certain amount of space has been allotted to
drills, manipulation exercises and conversation practice. Multiple choices are adopted for the pur-
pose of familiarizing students with HSK tests as their Chinese improves. A key to some of the ex-
ercises is appended to the exercise book.

In order to satisfy the need of some students, simplified Chinese ch s are all

nied by their original complex forms when they appear for the first time in the workbook.

This book is translated into English by Ms. Shen Suqin (3t % 3£) and Ms. Wang Suyun (:E
H &) and revised by Mr. Xiong Wenhua (f63¢#€). Our British friend Mr. Angus Leigyton Hall
and Australian friend Mr. Glenn Mark Dias also helped revising the English l(;nguage,
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Abbreviations
%) %19 mingci noun
(€3 9) | daici pronoun
) 214 dongci verb
(Bh3h) B33 zhtdongcel auxiliary verb
(#) T %53 xingréngci adjective
(€ 9) #49 shuci numeral
(&) &9 liangei measure word
(€1D) &) 4 fuci adverb
“™ -3 jieci preposition
(i) %19 lidnei conjunction
8h) 8534 zhdci particle
) L& tanci interjection
¢35 % 759 xiangshéngci  onomatopoeia
k) ]k citéu prefix
(&) R ciwéi suffix
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=i ﬁi Phonetics

1. A4} Initials: )
blp] plp] mim] f[f]

2. #48 Finals: ¢,
ala] o[o] e[v] i[i] u [u]

3. & E 4 Notes on pronunciation:

b [p] WK, A%<, WEE. UEHE, ﬁﬁﬂgﬁ.ﬂﬂ'}?ﬂlgﬂﬁﬂﬁ' WERA, HHER
i

b [p] is an unaspirated voiceless bilabial plosive pronounced by keeping the lips closed to
block the air which then forces out of the blockage with a plosion. The vocal cords do not vibrate.

p[p*] AU, %X, WES. REWEM b [p] MR, FURMIFIURS TR .

p [p*]is an aspirated voiceless bilabial plosive. It is pronounced at the same position as b Cp]
except that a stronger puff of air is released.

T b, pMRTEREE.

See the following figures for the articulation of b and p.



©

2 b

g )

I3

&

=

g

3

&

£

=

(o}

g

2 ) feg @) %5 AER b

g (3) ¥ S

7 initial position formation of air pressure % Kp

l'__ unaspirated b
2 articulation; .

z {upmm] P
- m [m] WG, 5. SUBHA SIS ESE .

m [m] is a voiced bilabial nasal pronounced by keeping the lips closed so that air passes the
nasal cavity. The vocal cords vibrate.

FLE Btk Wil . TRBEE Lo, TERAsaE, SOMMIB U 0 RS A 47t MESRAR S, 7
A WE .

f[{] is a voiceless labio-dental fricative pronounced by drawing the lower lip near the upper

teeth and leaving a narrow passage to let the air squeese out with a fricative sound. The vocal
c\&d§ do not vibrate.
AN R m, R R

s the following figures for the articulation of m and f.

i)

m

a[al f, &, REE.

a front, open, unrounded vowel.
ol[o] &, ., WE.

a back, semi-close, rounded vowel.
elvl /G, &, FHE.

a back, semi-close, unrounded vowel.
i i A, @, AHEE.

a front, close, unrounded vowel.



ulul &, . BEE.

a back, close, rounded vowel.

4. F ¥ 5718 Syllables and tones:

) FHHRIEH WAL AR, WRTE LRES RO TFB. —Bkd, —PRFR
W —DF .,

A syllable is the basic structural unit of sounds as well as an aurally identifiable segment of

| ¥« TS AU ©

speech. Generally speaking, each syllable is represented by a character in Chinese.
DU — e 8 . WA LR . WSk RO R, R A AR
TR OO B . SLIRE. VR DANCAT A RE . R PR A T AL
A Chinese syllable is often composed of an initial, a final, and the tone. The consonant that
begins a syllable is called an initial and the sound that follows the initial is called a final. Finals are

further divided into simple finals and compound finals. A syllable may be composed of a final with

or without an initial. The pitch variation in a syllable is indicated by tones.

FH = B+ ME+ AR

syllable initial final tone

T T A VA

Components of a syllable

s g
ba AR
tone
ko Lo | B B -
initial final initial final initial final
o — g e p

zh uang  F#A ai A

¥ 3 tone T tone
rE Ll A -
initial final initial final

(2) FRRAE AN E W AT . DURRAFENES, Rk, —PRTFRE



T UOSSI] + SIAORIBY) PUB SOTDUOY] BSUTYY) ()

— AN, P O R PR AR DUE A X B EA . M m@ (% mother) . mé
hemp). ma@ (% horse) . ma (% to curse),

W WRCHE S BN F R M SCREFMIEI, . (B mother)

The tone refers to the pitch variation within a syllable. Chinese is a tonal language. In gen-
eral, each character stands for a syllable. Hence the tone of a syllable is also known as the tone of
a character. Tones in Chinese have the function of signaling meaning, e.g. ma (#3 mother),
mda (FE hemp), ma (I horse), md (¥ to curse).

BUBAAEWE: B B B XA, G-, oA, B, Bk,
PPREAEF Y LB L, BE- 7Y N

There are four tones in Chinese: the high-and-level tone, the rising tone, the falling-and ris-
ing tone, and the falling tone. They are also known as the first tone, the second tone, the third
tone, and the fourth tone respectively. Tones are indicated by the tone-marks: = < ¥
which are placed over the main vowel of a syllable.

FRAT 0 BEAR 2 e i 55 7 8 ) 8 AR T AR A R -

We will use the following graph to illustrate the pitch contour of the four tones:

IS : m [mes]
/] [35] I “ [ma*]
3
the 3rd tone \/4 t214] 2 [ma*]
ma
,L. EHI \] Win 1 .

the 4th tone

5. EAEY Read out the syllables: é&Q

ba (J\ eight) ma (4% mother)
ba (4 father) ma (& horse)
bi (% pen) mi (K rice)
bl (R not) mi (& wood)
fa (% to hand out) fu (& father)



6. MEiEPY A Read out the following syllables in four tones: &

(1) ba ba ba ba (5) ma méa maé ma
(2) bi bi bi bi (6) fa fafafa
(3) pa pd pa pa (7) md mé md md
(4) pd pé pd po (8) fa fi fli fo

7. #% ¥ Sound and tone discrimination: €5

(1) ba—pa (2) méd—ma (3) bi—bd
ba—pa fa—fu moé—ma
bi—pl ta—fa po—pu
b6—pd ba—ba

8. 43]F ¥ Syllable drills: ¢

ba (&) poé () bofa (%)
ba (482 fa (&) bl pa (R &)
bé () fa () pa pd (e)
bi (#) md () fumd (8
pa (&) mu () muma (k%)

e u* Characters

1. iNFHI%LE (1) Strokes (1):

WFREFRIVFHXF, RUEF EREEOXFZ—, FEATEFHHL.

WF R —E R R SRAE PR SRR A SRERAO T XA F, 25 DU 26705 8 )
Fiy— RARMEHA SRR LEHAN ., ERBFNFHER. B, WFEHRF. B, N7
B REA LT K

HEWNFH, NFHRTERRERER, Mg “—8” R “—@". WFHEERHHRN
FERMEFBRE L.

Chinese character is one of the world's oldest written languages with a history of more than
five thousand years.

Chinese characters employ a system of pictographs to indicate the meaning of words and mor-

phemes. In learning the characters, therefore, it is essential to learn the pictographs and the

| ¥ o TSk ©




] UOSSIT » SISIORIRY) PUR SONAUOY] 3sauryy) ()

rules by which the pictographs are combined to build up characters. These include strokes,
stroke orders, components, radicals, and the basic structure of the characters.

In writing the characters, a single movement of the pen (from the point it touches the paper
to the place where it is lifted) is called a stroke. Strokes are essentially various dots and lines that
constitute the characters.

BT A E A /\Fh

The basic strokes of characters fall into eight categories, namely:

\ =
N s

(1) R the dot (2) $ the horizontal stroke

(3) I the vertical stroke (4) #if the down stroke to the left

/

(5) # the down stroke to the right (6) $ the upward stroke to the right

(7) 4 the hook (8) # the turn

WFRE. ¥ XEM—KK. ¥IWFLTEMEERFHEE, EFNFRRHEL.

A Chinese character is a trinity of sound, form and meaning. It is important that students

learn the writing, the iation and the ing of each ch



