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Abstract

The New Educational Movement, an educational reform movement after the
Renaissance and the Enlightenment, sprang between the end of the 19th century
and the beginning of the 20th century in Europe. This movement, which had
taken a strong impact on Europe and the world for more than half a century,
valued cultivation of children’s independence, creativity, possessed points of
harmonious development and views of the whole world. It layed all-round
foundations for educational democracy and educational modernization in Europe,
and exerted positive and profound influences to the world education during the
20th century. ‘

The author of this book analyzes the historical and cultural background of
the rise of the New Educational Movement from the aspects of productive forces,
scientific revolution, world situations, social structure and educational factors,
and realizes that the New Educational which was an inevitable outcome of
European development of education and socity, had distinct spirits of the times.

According to the own development of the New Educational Movement and
its interaction with the changes of the world outside, the author divides the
historical courses of the New Educational Movement ( 1889—1966) into five
stages as follows: the stage of spontaneous rise (1889—1914), the stage of




conscious mature (1914—1936), the stage of undertaking missions '( 1936—
1946) , the stage‘of voluntary helpers and the end (1946—1966) . What’s
more, this book also gives a comparatively detailed discussion about the
characteristics and main events of every stage.

In this book, the author makes many case studies on topical experiments
of New Education which base on new schools, such as Cecil Reddie’s
Abbotsholme School, John Haden Badley’s Badales School, Margaret McMillan’s
Nursery School and Alexander Sutherland Neill’s Summerhill School in England ,
Edmond Domolins’ Roches School in France, Hermann Lietz’s
Landesziehungsheime, Gustav Wyneken and Paul Geheeb’s new schools,
Wandervogel movement in Germany, Edouard Claparéde’s Jean-Jaques Rousseau
Institute and Emile Jaques-Dalcroze’s Eurhythmics in Switzerland, O. Decroly’s
L’Ermitage and Faria De Vasconcellos’ Bierges school in Belgium, Maria
Montessori’s Children Homes in Italy, and Hlankwuir's First Experiment Center of
Natinal Education and Leo Tolstoy’s Yasndya Polgana School of Russian New
School Pioneer in Russia.

The author also has studied some tipical theories of New Education, such
as Alfred North Whitehead’s intellectual education thought, Thomas Percy
Nunn’s personal education thought, Bertrand Russell’s liberalism education
thought, Ellen Key’ s education thought on the Century of the Child, Georg
Kerschensteiner’s Citizen education thought, Adolph Ferriere’s education thought
on activity school, Jean Paul Piaget’s reconstructive education thought.

On the basis of the above studies, the author has taken a synthetical study
on the New Educational Movement. He realizes that the movement valued
national tradition and international understanding, its aim was cultivation of
national and world citizenship, and its cultral pattern is Inheritance, Interaction
& Innovation. In addition, the author also has systemically studied the idea of
New Education, the culture, the curricula principles and the teaching principles
of New Schools.

The New Educational Movement was a high-qﬁality educational experiment

movement of new holism with the aim at human harmonious development,




multiple educational democracy, and international understandings on good
integration of nationalism and cosmopolitanism. During the modern education
history, the movement was one of the pioneers in Europe and the world.
Because of the limitations of the times, the movement had its own historical
limitations in a certain degree.

The historical experiences of the New Educational Movement have
referential and enlightening values for educational innovation, especially for the

movement of the curricula reform of elementary education in China.

Key words: Europe the New Educational Movement inheritance

interaction innovation cultural pattern historical study
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