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Preface

pping in the the ds-year ancient temple of the Chinese
culture, the Yangtze, permeated with the ancient Chinese spirit, is
the soul of the nation. From ancient times till now, a great many
artists, scientists and adventurers have been attracted to the river.

Today, a travel-stained pilgrim comes. She has forded the
torrents and twist of the river, absorbed the masculine greatness of
the river, and listened to the breath and hearty words of the river.
From the river mouth at the sea she walked every step of the river
to the source; to mother nature. She is Buyuging, an artist from
Yunnan.

Accompanied by her husband Jia Qianli, she experienced all
kinds of hardships, through dark nights, in wind and rain, between
cliffs; she talked with nature and merged with it. In her opinion, a
real artist stresses not only the effects of her works, but more on
the process of their creation. The value of life lies in the possibility
of making the process beautiful and wonderful. She regards highly
the heart-contended struggle and persistence. Failure or success,
life or death, nothing is important any more. 3,500 km of walking
and painting of the Yangtze is in fact a spiritual process which
she has built up for herself and continue to distillate herself.
Her giant scroll of painting will display a panoramic view of the
Yangtze. In it, there are landscapes of the Plateau, 10,000-year
old snow mountains, and peculiar ethnic customs; there is the
profound, mysterious, and heart-touching Buddhist culture, High
Mountain villages rarely visited by outsiders, and previously
unknown ancient villages; there is the vastness of the Tongtian
River, and the loftiness and dangers of the Hengduan Mountains
on the Jinsha River; There are | images of Chuanjiang in
rain and fog, the broad and contended Yangtze, and uncountable

culture relics from thousands of years of history. Most of her
works are large scale rolls, forcefully powerful.

Buyuging’s works are life itself, are the person herself:
practical and natural, with an interior moving glamour. She
regards highly the deep dig for spiritual meaning. In the works,
she seldom stresses on the effect of light nor are techniques, but
she has combined the techniques of Chinese painting into the
photographs, trying to present the essence of the objects. Her
works are meaningful, stylistic, and unique, giving beholders a
feeling of standing by the sea: “great, joyful, and brand new™;
“realistic and artistic™.

Buyugqing applied the first half of her life to her art
accumulation, 10-years of planning, and a tour of over 3 years
in the wind and rain. She experienced pains and hardships,
repeatedly escaped death, and finally accomplished the whole
foot journey of observing the Yangtze. In the future, she will stay
at the Tiger-leaping Gorge, spending the second half of her life
to fulfilling the task of painting the first and most complete large
scale Chinese painting of the 10,000-1i Yangtze. It is to realize a
dream of art.

The kind of great act by Buyugqing is rarely seen in the artists
circle. Her devoted spirit to art and persistent pursuit is the quality
of a true artist.

Xiao Feng

The president of the Art Academy of China
The vice-president of the Artists Association of China
‘The chief editor of Art of China magazine

‘The chairman of the Artists Association of Zhejiang
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Wiong the Yangise

Foreword

Everybody has a mother; nations in most regions of the world
have their mother rivers. While some are calm narrow streams,
others are torrential big rivers. Hearing the term “mother river”,
we feel touched in our hearts, and remember images of our
mothers, families and fiends, and the rivers that have raised us.
Like a mother, a river is generous and tolerant; it also experiences
the joyful reunions and sorrowful separations of a mother. It
enjoys feeding children the spring flowers, autumn fruits, summer
greenery and winter whiteness. It is also like a mother in that it
needs to bear all of life’s changes. True are Confucius’ words:
“What has past is like this (flowing water)”.

Nobody can tell how many mother rivers are there in the
world. But when asked about the mother river of the Chinese
nation, all Chinese can answer loudly: the Yangtze River and the
Yellow River. The Chinese nation, living in the arms of the 2
rivers, has been drinking their milk for tens of thousands of years.
They have created the splendid Chinese civilization and a world
famous ancient country.

The Yangtze, which is the longest mother river of China,
with a total length of 6,300 km, running across central China.
Its branch rivers run through Qinghai, Tibet, Sichuan, Yunnan,
Chongging, Hubei, Hunan, Jiangxi, Anhui, Suzhou, Shanghai;
the further branches extend to Gansu, Shanxi, Guizgou, Henan,
Zhejiang, Guangxi, Fujian, and Guangdong. The water reaches
180 km2, accounting for 18% of China’s total land mass. There
are 412 million people living in this area, approximately 1/3 of
China’s population.

The Yangtze is the world’s 3rd largest river, next only to
the Nile and the Amazon. Does the Yangtze have a mother?
The answer is “Yes™. The river originates from the Qianggudiru
Glacier on the southwest side of the snowy Geladandong, which
is the main peak of Mount Tanggula in the hinterland of the
Qinghai-Tibet Plateau, the roof of the world. In a place 5,400-6,543
meters above sea level, the murmuring stream from the melted ice

and snow is the first drops of milk of the Yangtze. The plateau is
the river’s mother.

Qinghai-Tibet Plateau, known as the 3rd pole of the world. is
the highest plateau on earth. Geologists divided the topography
of China into 3 terraces, the first of which is the Qinghai-Tibet
Plateau. It covers an area of 240 km2, accounting for 1/4 of China’
s territory. The plateau has the Himalayas in the south; Mount
Argin, Mount Kunlun, and Qilian River in the north; Mount
Kalakunlun in the west; and the Hengduan Mountains in the east.
Located here are mountains higher than 5,500 meters such as the
Tanggula, Gangdizi, and Ni ggula. Additionally, 16 peaks
of the Himalayas reach higher than 8,000 meters. The plateau is
the reservoir of Asia. Rivers originating from here include the
Yangtze, Yellow, Lancang, Nujiang and Yaluzanbujiang.

1t’s difficult to imagine that the highest place in the world was
once in the ocean 45 million years ago. A most severe orogenic
movement created the peaks of the Himalayas as well as the
highest but youngest plateau in the world, with an average height
of 4,000 meters above sea level.

Due to its high elevation, at 4,500 meters above sea level, the
temperature during the hottest months only reaches negative 100 C;
due to its high elevation, the plateau is home to the unique Tibetan
antelopes and yaks; due to its high elevation, 4/5 of China’s
glaciers exist here; due to its high elevation, generations of the
most hardworking Tibetans live here; due to its high elevation,
the bluest sky is clearly seen here and the sacred Tibetan Buddhist
music is loudly heard here. These have made the plateau a place
that attracts the world’s attention and interest.

In the center of the Yunnan-Guizhou Plateau which is the
southern extension of the Qinghai-Tibet Plateau, lies Kunming,
the capital city of Yunnan province. A family formed by two
caders (communist officials) from northern China gave birth to
a girl in 1956. That was when the mother’s favorite rose was in
blossom, so the baby was named after the flower, Liu Wei. When




Liu Wei was 10 years old, the Cultural Revolution began. Her
education ended in middle school. She went to the countryside as
an intellectual youth at the age of 17. In 1977, she was enrolled
to be a workerbut also participated in the first year of national
entrance examination for universities. With excellent marks, she
became a student of the Art Department at the Yunnan Fine Art
School. She graduated in 1983, and through examination, entered
the Legality News Agency as a correspondent. She was proud,
with a stubborn personality and self-confidence, which was a
characteristic shared by her generation of intellectual youth. Hard
working and selflessness are their highest pursuit and joy in life.

In the summer of 1987, Liu Wei went to the Jinsha River for
an interview. In order to arrive early at the quarry, she walked
through the Tiger-leaping Gorge for a whole day, from 5 o'clock
in the morning till evening when lamps were lit. There were high
cliffs above, a roaring river below, dangerous paths in the middle,
barking dogs behind, but nobody in front at the wild ferry. The
experience brought her a strange idea: the mountains and river
are so wonderful, the adventure is so stimulating, why not walk
along the river to have a look at the mother river, and then paint a
complete picture of the 10,000-li Yangtze. In order to strengthen
her will, she gave herself a penname, Buyuging.

Nine years later in 1996, Buyuqing realized her dream,
striding into her heroic journey of walking the Yangtze. Within
four years, she set out four times to cover different segments
of the river and finally accomplished the whole length. In
chronological order, July to December 1996, from the river mouth
in Shanghai, up the river to Chongqing, she traveled 3,600 km
over the third terrace; March to November 1977, from Jiangjin
of Sichuan, passing by Yibing, up along the Jinsha River to
the Shigu Township of Yunnan, she traveled 6,000 km over the
second terrace; March to August 1998, from the Tiger-leaping
Gorge of Yunnan she travel up, passing Ganzi of Sichuan, Jiangda
of Tibet, Yushu of Qinghai, to Qumalai of Zhiduo County of
Qinghai, she traversed 3,000 km over the largest part of the upper
reaches; August to December 1999, from Qumalai of Qinghai,
using the river’s frozen period, passed through the human-less
Tongtian River area, up along River Tuotuo, and after a life
risking arduous dash she arrived at the river source, Qianggudiru
Glacier, covering 900 km, successfully finished the heroic
observation. In the four years, Buyuging had walked 13,500 km,

with 19 pairs of shoes worn till broken. We must add that her
husband, Mr. Jia Qianli had quit his army position to accompany
her in finishing the whole journey. Also worth mentioning are
Zhang Bin, Meng Yifang, Zhang Yuebing and other volunteers
and guides, who aided Buyuging at critical times to fulfill her
dangerous task. Buyuqing’s bold act of surveying the Yangtze
attracted the attention and support of many people and the media.
The most memorable are Mr. Li Xinhua, a vice-governor of
Yunnan province, and Yuntianhua, Li Xinhua’s former employer.
They supported Buyuging both in spirit and materials for the
entire journey. Deqing County of Yunnan built a workshop for
her near the Tiger-leaping Gorge, which also serves as a patriotic
education base today. Buyuging has planned to use 15-20 years
for painting a giant scale picture roll, entitled The Ever Galloping
Yangtze. Meanwhile, Buyuging will be recorded in history as
the first female painter to accomplished the whole journey along
the Yangtze on foot. Buyuqing has continued in the journey to
collect materials for her painting. Besides drawing sketches, she
has taken more than 10,000 photos of the sceneries and cultures
surrounding the Yantze. With rich contents and deep meaning,
these pictures are important historical materials. Especially those
made at the river source and the human-less Kekexili Area, they
are obtained at the price of life. They may be the most precious
and authentic materials of the river source thus far, since there has
never been a photographer like Buyuging who has experienced the
test of life and death, and then finished the walk along the Yangtze
with amazing boldness and extraordinary willpower.

The compiling and publication of this album must be a
great inspiration and help to researchers, experience seekers,
adventurers of the Yangtze and Qinghai-Tibet Plateau, and tourists
who pour into the plateau after the opening of the railway between
Qinghai and Tibet.

“You come from the snowy mountain/ The spring tide is your
splendor/ You run to the East Sea/The striking waves resemble
your power!” Let the theme song of Talk on the Yangtze echo
forever in our hearts. Let us sing for the Long River, for Qinghai-
Tibet Plateau, for the great motherland.

Hu Yaquan
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The First Person who Fi

shed Investigating the Yangtze on Foot

Buyuging,  former correspondent of Yunnan Legality News Agency, now a 40-year-old_painter, accompanied by her husband Jia Qianli, started her investigation of the Yangtze
on July. 12. 1996, to cr picture of the Thousand-Li- Yangtze, the most complete Chinese painting of the Long River. In the past 4 years, they have walked through cities and
provinces such as Shanghai, Jiangsu, Jiangxi, Anhui, Hunan, Hubei, Sichuan, Yunnan, Tibet and Qinghai. Their foot steps have covered 13,500 kilometers and they have experienced
all kinds of hardships: cating and sleeping unsheltered, climbing and crossing cliffs, passing through landslides, surviving floods, risking death again and again. In 1999, they walked
through the human-less arcas surrounding both the 400 kilometers of the Tongtian River and the 200 kilometers of the Tuotuo River, sprinting o the source of the Yan;
iest snow ever seen in ten ears. At 2:10PM on 6, December, 1999, they finally concluded the investigation upon arrival at the exact origin of the Yangtze, located in the
wliru Glacier on the snowy top of Geladandong, the main peak of Mount Tanggula

Afier the investigation, Buyugqing has been living in her painting room near the T

River in

rge in Shangri-la, spending the next 10-15 years on the creation of her large

scale Chinese painting The Ever Galloping Yangtze.



